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MESSAGE FROM

BY SUSAN STELZNER

t is with great pleasure that I write this 

message for the first time. There are exciting 

plans for Herschel and the journey ahead 

promises to be busy but rewarding. I am 

grateful to be walking that journey with a 

wonderful team. Our new council members 

(Alex Watson, Ray Gamble and Stuart 

Harrison) have settled in and are already very involved in 

different aspects. The school management team, headed 

by Bruce Probyn, continues to do a wonderful job and the 

relationship between council and the school team is working 

as it should. I think we have formed an active leadership 

partnership on which to build.

I f  you confront insult or antagonism, your 
first impulse will be to respond in kind

At the beginning of the third term I had tea with the 

prefects together with council members Pru Crawley -  who 

heads up the Old Herschelians -  and Deidre Paul-Diemont, 

a Preparatory parents’ rep. It was beneficial for us to hear 

the views of this leadership group on a few key issues. We 

also asked them all to complete a short questionnaire which 

we have circulated to council members. This is part of our 

approach to stay in touch with all the stakeholders of the 

school. Although we do not get involved in day-to-day 

management and decision-making our decisions on strategic 

and principled matters need to be well informed.

So much of what goes on at the school is dependent on 

effective communication and interaction, whether it be 

council with management, teachers with pupils, staff with

parents, girls with each other or parents. The following extract 

from Gilead by Marilynne Robinson made a huge impression 

on me. It always strikes me that the manner in which we react 

or act when we interact with others can influence the course 

of events that follow, or change the course of a potentially 

negative situation into a positive one. The narrator is a retired 

minister writing to his six-year-old son what he would have 

liked to say had he lived to see him grow up to be a man:

When you encounter another person, when you have 

dealings with anyone at all, it is as if a question is being put 

to you. So you must think, what is the Lord asking of me 

in this moment, fn this situation? If you confront insult or 

antagonism, your first impulse will be 

to respond in kind. But if you think, as it 

were, this is an emissary sent from the 

Lord, and some benefit is intended for 

me, first of all the occasion to demonstrate my faithfulness, 

the chance to show that I do in some small degree 

participate in the grace that saved me, you are free to act 

otherwise than as circumstances would seem to dictate. 

You are free to act by your own lights. You are freed at the 

same time of the impulse to hate or resent that person. Fie 

would probably laugh at the thought that the Lord sent him 

to you for your benefit (or his), but that is the perfection of 

the disguise, his own ignorance of it.

My hope and prayer for us all is that we have the courage 

to ‘act by our own lights’ so that we can influence whatever 

situation we are in, in a positive direction. If we all try to live 

like this, wondrous things can be seen and achieved. ~k

FRONT ROW: M r R Haw, 

Adv. R Williams, 

Mrs S Stelzner, Mr B Probyn 

M IDDLE ROW: Mrs L Clarke, 

Mr R Ramsbottom, 

Mrs P Crawley, 

Mrs B Heidmann 

BACK ROW: 

M r N Macdonald, 

Mr D Gordon, M r L Barlow, 

Mrs D Paul-Diemont
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FRONT: Mr H Gom ez, Mr F Majola, Mr C Jacobs 

BACK: M rT Lietzman, Mr J Johnston

FRONT: Mr P Kwezi, M r L Nondula, Mr E Terblanche,

Mr D Feketa, Mr P Xhalisile

BACK: Mr M  Cengani, M r N Solomons, Mr P Kwezi,

MrSCenganl

DEDICATION 2010

FRONT: Mrs M Welman, Mr A  Scott, Mrs K 

Davies, Mr B Probyn, Mrs M -A Posthumus,

Mr R Ramsbottom, Mr S Levey 

BACK: Mrs C Meyer, Mrs D Keating, Mrs N 

Moolman, Mr F Majola, Mr F Fataar, Mr E 

Terblanche, Mr J Jagers, Mrs J Buffkins, Mrs D 

Beck, Mrs S Bridgens

n i i . T m m . r r m n

CATERING

FRONT: Ms M Visagie, Ms S Ndaliso, Mrs D Keating, 

Mrs D Beck, Ms C Witbooi

BACK: Ms G Taillard, Ms N Esau, Ms D Malouw, 

Ms L-A Wichman, Ms L  Jacobs, Ms E October, 

Mrs K Martin

ESTATE
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Farewell to 
Nikki Gerhardi
BY SUE GROVÉ

It is with a deep sense of gratitude 

but also regret that we bid farewell 

to Nikki Gerhardi who has had a 

long association with Herschel over 

many years. Since 2008 she has been a 

dynamic and vital member of the team

“Excellence is n o t a singular act, 

b u t a habit. You are w h a t yo u  

repeatedly d o ” Shaquille O ’N ea l

that has offered service to staff and girls in the 

Resources Centre.

It is difficult to give worthy credit to Nikki 

Gerhardi’s active involvement in the space of 

a few words but when I think of her many 

special qualities those words of Shaquille 

O’Neal come to mind.

Nikki takes great 

pride in all that she 

does. She sets very 

I  high standards 

for herself and 

I her work ethic is 

exemplary. Her 

energy, cheer- 

i ful disposition 

and positive 

attitude have 

made her an invaluable asset to the 

staff team. Nikki can function 

well under pressure and no request is ever 

too much to ask of her. Her keen sense of 

humour has been an inspiration -  especially 

on challenging days. Nikki shows genuine 

care and concern for those around her. She 

thrives in a well-organised environment and 

is a role model to her colleagues and the 

girls alike. We are very grateful, too, for her 

contribution to the increased technologi­

cal capacity in the Resources Centre where

Farewell to 
Kirsty Davies
BY MARY-ANN POSTHUMUS

Kirsty joined the Herschel administration 

team in April 2003, first as PA to the 

Headmistress, Di van Zyl, and then to the 

Head, Bruce Probyn. Kirsty immediately 

made her mark on the front office; 

with her efficiency, work ethic and 

highly professional personality, she 

has, over the last seven years, taken 

on this important role with ease. After his first 

year of working with Kirsty, Bruce was heard 

saying: “Without Kirsty my first year would 

have been a nightmare, and apart from death 

and taxes, the other certainty is that I would 

not have coped without Kirsty.”

But Kirsty is not all about professionalism 

and business; Kirsty is caring, considerate 

and has a wonderful sense of humour. She 

can often be found in the centre of a ‘loud’ 

group of people, sharing a joke or telling an 

interesting story. Kirsty has many interests 

(storytelling, yoga, walking in the outdoors, 

spending quality time with her Cape Town 

family) and this gives her the ability to truly 

engage with people. It is no wonder then that 

so many people value her friendship.

Despite how fond Kirsty is of Herschel and 

Cape Town, she has always longed to spend 

more time with her daughter, Kim, and her 

two sisters in the UK. After obtaining her 

British passport, it did not take long for Kirsty 

to seek a school which would give her the 

opportunity to be close to K m  and her sisters.

Windlesham House School is very lucky to 

be adding a person of Kirsty’s capabilities and 

personality to their boarding staff. Their gain is 

without a doubt our loss; Kirsty’s professional 

presence will be sorely missed at Herschel. 

Go well, Kirsty!

So m any people value her friendship.

we have all gained from her expertise and 

experience. She has worked arduously to 

maintain academic rigour in the Resources 

Centre and has made an immeasurable con­

tribution to formulating documentation for 

subject teachers and girls to develop their 

research strategies and writing skills.

Nikki has the ability to visualise goals and 

to set up functional systems to bring these 

goals to fruition in a productive environment. 

She enjoys being creative and showed her 

keen sense of team during the development 

of the Enrichment Programme in 2010.

It has been a pleasure to work with such 

an innovative member of the team and her 

determination, initiative and enthusiasm will 

be sorely missed. We wish her well as she 

leaves us to follow new paths and hope that 

the future brings much joy and happiness.

Sadly, we said 
goodbye to our^ 
librarian, Renee 
Cohen, at the end 
of the third term.

BY MICHELLE SHERMAN

Reneé’s enthusiastic, friendly and 

calm presence in the library was much 

appreciated by both pupils and staff. In 

her short time at Herschel, Reneé built 

up a reputation for her approachability, 

patience and knowledge in the library. 

We will miss her gentle, optimistic and 

caring personality.

We thank Reneé for her contribution 

to Herschel. She will be missed as a 

colleague and a friend and we wish her 

happiness and fulfilment as she leaves us 

to take up her new position.
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Farewell to 
Nicola Frick
BY SUE GROVÉ

It has been my privilege to work with Nicola 

Frick since 2005 when she joined the History 

Department at our school and I would like 

to pay tribute to the invaluable role she has 

played to increase historical awareness in our 

school community and to impart skills and 

knowledge in her classroom.

Nicola is a passionate and enthusiastic 

history teacher who enjoys reading widely, 

to stay abreast of new interpretations and to 

enhance the quality and delivery of lessons. 

She enjoys being creative and innovative in 

her approach to the teaching of history and 

this has resulted in many stimulating and 

interesting lessons. Her history pupils have 

been challenged to think beyond the bare facts 

and the prescribed knowledge framework 

and to develop a spirit of enquiry. She has 

always aimed to encourage her pupils to 

become active thinkers -  an attitude that will 

undoubtedly benefit them in the future.

It is a further interest of Nicola to take 

learning well beyond the classroom. She has 

organised many excursions to interesting

and relevant locations to enrich the learning 

process. In April 2008, Nicola planned and co­

ordinated a very meaningful and successful tour 

to Gauteng for history learners in Grade 10-12.

As the Enrichment Co-ordinator for Grade 

10, Nicola was responsible for developing a 

programme that encouraged the girls to be more 

compassionate members of their community. 

Through the stimulating activities of the VOX 

Club, Nicola has grown the interest of girls in 

current issues and motivated them to become 

more responsible citizens.

Since 2003, Nicola has been 

an active role player in the 

programmes of Facing History 

and Ourselves and the Shikaya 

Foundation. Both these institu­

tions train, guide and mentor 

educators to become facilitators 

and conduits of responsible 

citizenship education in their 

classrooms. Participation in these 

programmes has also provided 

many opportunities for her to 

work collaboratively with fellow 

educators in a variety of contexts.

Nicola has been resourceful, helpful and 

generous in her interaction with fellow 

participants. She was selected to attend a

Facing the Past seminar in London in July 

2007 in recognition for her efforts and contri­

bution to the programme.

Nicola has been a loyal, supportive and 

caring member of the history department. 

I acknowledge her many hours of creative 

academic input, way beyond the call of duty 

and for her diligence, friendship, camaraderie, 

honesty and keen sense of humour. As fellow 

history colleagues and friends, we wish to 

thank her for her immeasurable contribution 

and wish her well as 

she takes up a full­

time post at Shikaya in 

January 2011.
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[THE HEAD'S

ADDRESS
PRIZE-GIVING 2010

“A teacher affects eternity; she can never tell 
where her influence stops.” -  Henry Adams

X

ieter Parkendorf, 

who was head of 

Plumstead in the 

70s and who then 

became Rector 

of Grey, Port 

Elizabeth, said 

thatthefirstyearatanewschoolastheHeadwas 

confusing, perplexing and generally not fun. 

The second year was much better and felt 

familiar. The third year was “cool”.

Yes, we also used the word “cool” when we 

were younger and we were not referring to the 

Ice Age. This is my third year at Herschel and 

I concur with his sentiments. This has been 

a really great year. The girls did us proud on 

every front, excelling in so many areas.

As good as the year was for us, so was it 

appalling for education. I cannot pass over the 

severely detrimental effect the strikes had on 

pupils. It seems as if we go from one year to 

the next losing another generation of learners.

And we send another group of matriculants 

out into the job market who are angry; poorly 

trained and have not been given the skills to lift 

themselves out of the cycle of poverty that has, 

for so many young people, been their lives.

Probably the lowest point for me this year 

was the national statement that teachers are 

not essential services and therefore they may 

strike. Police and nurses were correctly not 

allowed to strike because they protect our 

daily lives, but teachers protect our future.

I believe so passionately that teaching is 

a profession and I don’t think teachers and 

other professionals, such as doctors, should be 

lumped together with all civil servants. This 

also reminded me of how fortunate we are to 

have such a professional, highly competent 

and accomplished teaching body.

The input from our teachers starts right 

with the Little Lambs and I want to thank 

Jenni Brock and the Pre-Prep staff for the 

remarkable role they play in our girls’ lives.

Lin Heidmann has had what can kindly be 

called a crazy year. The way she has juggled 

the building and has found rooms for teaching 

has been nothing short of a miracle.

My colleagues at the senior school have my 

unqualified gratitude for the way in which they 

prepare our girls to leave Herschel, not only as 

highly competent academics, but also as young 

women who are ready to be the change.

To all the support staff, service, maintenance, 

catering, cleaning, security, boarding, admin, 

outreach and marketing -  you have my heartfelt 

thanks for providing such superb support -  and 

rather sadly I must add, often without thanks 

and at times taken for granted.

We are all so fortunate to have someone 

like Lindi Clarke on our staff and I am most 

fortunate that Lindi is the Deputy Head. 

Her tireless enthusiasm and ability to take 

on more and more is just astounding. No 

task is too great. No request is turned down. 

Nothing is left to tomorrow.

No head could ask for a better Executive 

team than Mrs Lindi Clarke, Ms Denise Baws, 

Mrs Sue Grové, Mrs Michelle van Schalkwyk, 

Mr Andrew Scott and Mr Roger Ramsbottom.

Our prize giving would be incomplete if I 

did not thank Emily, the prefects, Matties and 

all the girls for their significant part in making 

2010 such an exciting and successful year.

As I have so often said to the girls -  my 

colleagues come to school every day to give 

them the best possible education, to give them 

the academic, social and personal skills to cope 

with life after Herschel. But this is only a third 

of the equation. That the girls are receptive, 

enthusiastic and hard-working, makes our task 

so much easier.

And, of course, the last part is you parents 

who, apart from sending your daughters to 

Herschel, are so supportive for which we are 

very grateful.

Lynn Reid handed over the Chair of 

Council to Susan Stelzner and, while there 

have been occasions where our gratitude for 

Lynn’s 22 years’ service on Council have been 

recognised and appreciated, it is appropriate 

that at our most important function of the 

year, we again acknowledge the remarkable 

contribution Lynn has made to Herschel. 

When the Reid era will be recorded, it will be 

as one of growth, building development and 

financial stability.

Mrs Kirsty Davies, my PA, has decided to 

relocate to England to be close to her sisters

10  THE HERSCHELIAN 2010
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and her daughter. Kirsty is so excited and 

positive about her move and I am really happy 

and pleased for her -  but shattered personally. 

From my very first day at Herschel, she has 

been so supportive. She certainly has made my 

transition to Herschel so easy. The only thing 

consoling my distress and stopping me from 

sulking and hoping that you don’t see the sun 

for months in the UK, is seeing how happy and 

excited you are. You have all our love and best 

wishes for the new phase of your life.

Under Susan’s Chairship, the Council 

has been expanded and the future plans for 

Herschel are being articulated. There is a 

master plan and we are busy ‘Building the 

Vision’. It is exciting working with Susan and 

her Council colleagues whose interests are 

totally focused on what is best for Herschel. 

Debate at Council meetings is varied, 

stimulating and robust, but always with one 

goal 4 that is to serve and to ensure that 

Herschel remains a world-class school.

I suppose the most remarkable thing 

about my third year is that I am beginning to 

understand, I think -  what drives them and 

what makes them a Herschel girl.

The H Factor is:
• Home of hope

• A rugby post

• Dividing with a hexagon, working a sum out in different ways.

• Herschel is amazing, extraordinary, teachers are always there to 

help you, everybody is your friend, nobody is rude to you.

• A type of sunblock

• Homework

• A factory that makes hoxygen from horses

• We are all pretty

• Think of other people before yourself

• If you make a mistake, teachers say 

don’t worry

• Our uniform is cool

• Eco School

Another Grade 4 said the 

H Factor is, and I quote:

• Herschel does not only think about themselves, they think about 

other people. Herschel respects everyone’s religion. Herschel gives 

us superb education; they tell us what’s right and what’s wrong; 

they teach you to appreciate what you already have and not be the 

centre of attention.

Emily, our Head Girl gave me some 

insight into what it really means to be a 

Herschel girl. I would like to share some 

of her ideas which resonated with me.

• Never giving up and never 

backing down

• Standing up for what is right

• Being there for friends

• Working hard

Whereas many schools specialise in specific 

activities, we are expected to achieve in all 

areas of school life. This comes at a cost, as the 

girls are under continual pressure to perform. 

Coming second does not come naturally to a 

Herschel girl and there is therefore the danger 

of being locked into the result.

Dr Ross Tucker from the Sport Science 

Institute, when speaking at our sports dinner, 

reminded us of the margins of being a winner 

and a loser, fame and obscurity -  it can be 

millimeters, 100th of a second or simply luck 

on the day. As he reminded us, all you have to 

do is give your best for 100% of the game, and 

then you will be a winner.

This work ethic, drive, determination, 

wanting to excel, confidence, loyalty and desire 

to be the best, that makes up the Herschel girl, 

has really interested me. So much so, that I have 

consulted my resident philosophers -  the grade 

4 girls. I asked them what this “H Factor” is.

To get a balance, I asked my colleagues at the Prep and Senior

Schools what they thought the ‘H Factor’ was and this is what

they said:

• To encourage values of integrity, honesty, compassion with a 

strong spiritual sense.

• To give the girls an anchor in a society rampant with materialism.

• To develop a sense that they are not the centre of the universe.

• They have a significantly privileged educations! they should not 

feel guilty, but should be determined to make a contribution.

• Excellence in all areas always is the goal; it never supersedes the 

primary goal of the formation of a healthy, happy Herschel girl.

Clearly there are so many similarities as to what distinguishes the 

Herschel girl and we should never take these for granted.

At our peril we must become complacent and expect the girls to 

simply rediscover this H Factor every year. We have to work at it, 

refine it, re-evaluate it, identify and articulate it.

There are so many clichés about complacency. The one I like is: 

“The only difference between being in a comfortable groove and the 

grave is the depth.”

This has been a really great year. 
The girls did us proud on every front, 

excelling in so many areas.

Ladies and gentlemen, I don’t think complacency and blind 

acceptance are in the Herschel girls’ vocabulary. As Emily said in 

her explanation of what it means to be a Herschel girl -  it means 

always questioning, always wanting to know more. With this 

attitude we are a long way from the grave.
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PORUM r epr esen t a t iv es

FRONT ROW: J Buchanan, S Stratton, L Shacksnovis, E van Heerden (head girl and chair of forum ), P Sharpies, M  Malherbe, C Gubb SECON D ROW: C Renaud, K Ahrendse, 

N Louw, J Hughes, I Esack, M van der Merwe, A  Anderson, N Mponda, C Koehn THIRD ROW: E Brooks, C van der Merwe, L du Plessis, 0  Gordon, S Acton, C Erasmus, 

C Slabber, C Noland, A  Meyer BACK ROW: H Maslin, H Kebble, E Green, S Wewege, S Robinson,G Buchanan, J Gleeson,T Cartwright 

ABSENT: A Katzeff

F R O N T  ROW :SM aseko, Ms DBaw s.P Sharpies, Evan Heerden, L  Shacksnovis, Mrs L  Clarke,Tde Klerk M IDDLE R O W : J Buchanan, A  Fanton, A  Morris, DDryding, M r BProbyn, 

S Allderman, M van der Linde, T Horner BACK R O W : S Gubangxa, R Ndhluni, K Blair, N Varacchia
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OH REPORT
This year we again had our Old Herschelian celebration at 
our cocktail party in the Archives, the night before Founder’s 
Day. There was a good turnout and the lovely weather, venue 
and camaraderie really made the evening special.

BY CHAIRMAN PRUE CRAWLEY

t the Founder’s Day 

service, the next day, 

Rev Bob Commin 

had us all put flowers 

into a wire cross. He 

has such wonderful 

ideas and always 

adds real celebration of the school into the 

service. The reunions of 1950, 1960 and 

1985 were well represented at the lunch. 

I know it is a lot of work but reunions are 

such fun and it is really grand to see school 

friends’ faces again, so those of you who are 

due to celebrate a 25th, 35th or 40th do try 

and get organised. These days -  with the 

database at school and Facebook -  it really 

isn’t as difficult as it used to be when all that 

was available was ‘snail mail’.

At the AGM we were horrified to hear that 

Di Burns will retire at the end of the year! I 

wonder how many of you realise what Di 

has done for us all in her 31 years of service

to the Old Herschelians? For years before 

we had the database, she kept the records 

of every Herschelian on cards, sent out the 

magazine single-handedly, edited and posted 

the Newsletter and followed the newspapers 

to keep track of all ‘hatches, matches and 

dispatches’ of the Herschel family. In 

addition she is secretary and treasurer to the 

Old Herschelian committee. Di also does all

and they will have to have her cheerful, 

enthusiastic and endless loyalty -  quite a tall 

order. If you have any of these qualities and 

are willing to help, please let me know at 

pruzie@gmail.com.

Did you know that despite the fact that our 

academic talents were not involved, Herschel 

was the top school in 2009? We should all be 

really proud of our Alma Mater.

Reunions are such fun and it is really 
grand to see schoolfriends’faces again

the normal things the rest of us do when our 

children leave school, our husbands retire 

and we become grandparents. She is a keen 

hiker and would like to be freer to do more 

of the things she has no time for, looking 

after us.

We therefore are going to need about four 

people to do the things she has been doing,

We will once again donate money to the 

Support Bursary fund and look forward to 

welcoming Old Herschelians who haven’t 

joined the Association because they left prior 

to 1976, to join us now. If you have problems 

in the world of Alumni please contact me.

See you at the cocktail party on 17 

February 2011.

1 4  THE HERSCHELIAN 2010

mailto:pruzie@gmail.com


TRADITION 2010

GUEST OF HONOUR

► "I think a lot of the students in South Africa think that Oxford 

is out of reach, but it really is not," said Old Herschelian Liora 

Lazarus when she visited the school to talk to parents and 

girls. "M y passion is to get bright young Herschelians to come 

to Oxford."Liora, who matriculated at Herschel in 1986, studied 

economic and politics at UCT, law at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science and she was a Fellow of the 

Max Planck Institute in Freiburg, Germany. She went to Oxford 

in 1995 to write her doctorate at Balliol College, after which she 

went on to become a Law Fellow at St Anne's College.

"It would be safe to say that if I knew what I was getting myself into 

before I went, I wouldn't have gone!"says Destiny Gagiano (Matric 

1998). Destiny climbed the 4 810 metre Mont Blanc to raise money for 

participants from Africa to attend the Caux Forum in Switzerland.

I am an Old Herschelian," said Mr Raymond Ackerman, entrepreneur

(■ ■ M i
completes G r a d e U a t  the end ofthis year.

"Herschel holds wonderful memories for me," says Sarah 

Serakalala, who was an exchange student at Herschel. An 

industrial engineer, Sarah lives and works in Madrid."! would 

have wanted to be in South Africa during the World Cup, but 

the second best thing was being in Madrid when Spain won."

"We had a Head who believed that fresh air 

in the dormitory was good for growing girls, 

but meanwhile it was freezing up there," 

said Dorothy McDonald (neé Hudson-Beck) 

when she visited Herschel. Although this was 

her first visit in 63 years, Dorothy has lovely 

memories o f the school and still has close 

ties with some o f the friends she made here. 

Dorothy lives near Winchester in Hampshire.

Tjitske Post (Matric 1980) lives outside Nanyuki, 

a small town on the slopes of Mount Kenya, a few 

kilometres north of the equator. "Half o f (the farm) is 

complete bush -  a bit like hiking in the mountains 

with bush, trees, rocks and a zillion birds- leading 

to a river which comes down from Mount Kenya, 

from the ever-melting glaciers. I live with my three 

big dogs (Rhodesian ridgebacks) and four cats. It's 

peaceful, and I love living here."

i  Lisa Womersley (Matric 1998) has moved to 

Barcelona from Melbourne, where she worked as a 

web analyst. She writes: "I'm recently married and 

had a rocking double wedding in January in Perth and 

Cape Town -  where I was lucky enough to meet up 

with many beautiful and amazing school friends once 

again. Is Miss Baws still at Herschel? I was just thinking 

of her the other day and wanted to thank her for the 

lasting impression she's had on me as a teacher."

Daniela Viotti (Matric 2009), who is on a golf 

scholarship to the University o f Missouri, St Louis, 

featured in a local newspaper report: Individually, 

freshman Daniela Viotti earned her first collegiate 

medallist honours with a 145 (76-69). Viotti was 

tied for 12th place entering today's final round and 

shota three under par 69 to vault to first place. 

That score also tied an indlvidualsingle round 

tournament record, set by Emily Wolff of NCAA 

Division I's Western Kentucky.
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MAKE YOUR OWN STORY 
ONE OF HONOUR BY DR MARGUERITE POLAND

Being a writer, it is inevitable that I should 

draw my theme for tonight from my 

profession. Living your life and writing a 

book have many parallels. To do both well 

you have to have a story -  and a story worth 

telling. In telling that story in life and on 

writing one has to have structure, purpose, 

commitment. And mostly imagination. That 

great gift which enables us to see into the 

heart of things.

Writing books is a very difficult profession 

-  but it does have its rewards -  and sometimes 

they come to one a very long time (even 

years) afterwards. One has to have huge 

patience in writing because it is a solitary act 

of creation. Also, there are two ingredients 

which are essential to a writer -  as they are 

essential in life.

You have to care I 
You have to believe j

For like in any profession, any task, any 

endeavour - if  you don’t care, the act of 

doing is done without love. And without 

love there is no connection -  and nothing 

to believe in.

I have discovered -  :as so many have 

discovered before me -  that, as a writer, when 

a creation is executed with care, with love, 

the most extraordinary things happen. They 

come like small and unexpected gifts from 

the blue to make one aware that perhaps 

what one is doing is on the right track and

that it is not quite as solitary as one might 

believe. But these coincidences happen in life 

too and they happen to all of us: one has to 

be immensely alert to recognise them.

Now I am not so eccentric as to believe 

that I don’t write my own books and that 

they are not my own construction -  of course 

they are. But I am also gratefully aware that 

there is something in the task beyond me -  

the magic, the inspiration, the consolation, 

if you like, of being connected deeply with 

others, with events, with people for whom, 

in that brief time, I am a witness.

So I will tell you a story. It is a personal 

one, but I hope it will illustrate the point 

about our often unexpected interconnection 

with those around us, with our past and with 

our future: about the intuition of choice and 

the delight of discovery.

The great French writer Albert Camus 

said of artists: “You will return again and 

again to the images which first opened your 

heart.” This, is very true in whatever your 

endeavour. Keep those images clear, for they 

are the lodestar to guide you.

From when I was a very little girl, my 

mother, Hope, always encouraged me to 

write. I got the idea into my head that to be 

a good writer you had to suffer hardship, 

cold and hunger. As I lived in a very normal 

house and was well fed and never cold, I 

chose the loo as my place to work as it was 

the most uncomfortable and coldest room in 

the house. I locked myself in there with an 

exercise book and wrote a dashing drama set 

in colonial times. I paid no attention to people

banging on the door -  didn’t they know I was 

writing a great saga, a sweeping love story. 

Full of mighty descriptions of nature. The 

sky thundered with booming syllabus (I had 

no idea of what the word meant) and a most 

‘terrushus’ odour hung across the battlefields 

where my heroes fought to their last breath. 

Being a romantic temperament, I had my girl 

heroine marry a tall dark handsome man. 

They went off on honeymoon and returned 

two weeks later with four strapping sons. 

Having got these four noisome characters 

hatched in two weeks, I didn’t quite know 

what to do with them -  so I sent them all 

off to the First World War to their fate in the 

trenches. Having dispatched them -  I could 

get on with the rest of the tale.

What did Camus say? We return again 

and again to the images that first inspired. 

Twelve years ago I was invited to St 

Andrew’s College in Grahamstown as writer 

in residence. My family has been connected 

with that school since 1872. From that visit 

came a novel called Iron Love which was 

based on the true story of the matric class of 

1913. The idea came from a tattered photo 

album from the time: a schoolboy’s record 

of his last year. That ancient album was 

somehow contemporary though -  for the 

kinds of pictures in it were no different from 

what you might find in a school boy’s photo 

album now: team pictures, boys rorrfing in 

the dorms, shots of girls taken at a distance 

as the DSG croc marched down to Sunday 

service in the Cathedral. What intrigued me 

about that album was the picture of the First
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XV. Tracing the history of the 15 members 

of that team, I discovered that seven of them 

were killed in action in the First World War 

before they were 21.1 was struck by the sheer 

extravagance of such a proportion of sacrifice 

from one small team and one small school.

Sitting in the front row of that team were 

two fellows with especially beguiling faces, 

both with their velvet-tassled rugby caps on 

their heads. One was my grandpa’s cousin 

Charlie who became the hero of my novel, 

the other was a great friend whose real name 

was Bobby Graham. I further discovered 

during my research that he was not only 

a fine cricketer, but a great debater despite 

having a terrible stutter, that the DSG 

girls really liked him (and so, of course, I 

gave him an imagined girlfriend with rich 

chestnut hair and a love story) and that he 

had served in the Royal Flying Corps in 

the First World War. I also know from the 

memorials in the chapel at St Andrew’s that 

he had been killed in a raid over France in 

September 1917.

In this album, too, was a picture of Bobby 

and my relation, Charlie, holding a pair of 

enchanting puppies. I had a copy made and 

ever since I found it I carried a picture of 

Bobby and a picture of Charlie in this locket 

round my neck. My Boys. The two real boys

who inspired two of the heroes of my book.

And so I began to write a novel about these 

boys (shades of the book I had written when 

I was nine, but this time real and terrible 

and true) and I went to interview a very old 

lady who was related to Bobby Graham. She 

told me that when he was training as a pilot 

during the First World War in England, he 

had bought a small spaniel who he called 

Flossie. She told me about how he had 

kept her at the air base with him and that 

she would wait for him to return from his 

operations over France, always there, always 

glad to see him ®  until the fateful day in 

September 1917 when he did not return.

He was last seen over a wood, blazing 

away at the German guns. Family legend 

has it that his elder brother, Gavin, went into 

the meadows around the Air Force base and 

gathered an armful of wild flowers which he 

wove into a wreath. Flying alone, he followed 

Bobby’s last flight path until he came to the

wood. In the face of enemy fire he flung 

the wreath, watching it spiral down among the 

trees, dipped his wings in salute of his brother 

and headed for home. He collected Flossie, 

took her to London to Lady Graham, his 

mother, who was about to embark for South 

Africa, and returned to base.

Lady Graham brought Flossie back to 

Grahamstown. She and Bobby’s father, Sir 

Thomas, would walk with her on summer 

evenings and stand at the edge of the cricket 

field at St Andrew’s to watch an over or 

two, or the boys practising at the nets where 

Bobby had been so skilful a batsman. Then 

they would wander on, the echo of ball on 

bat following them up the hill, Flossie at 

their heels.

At the end of my meeting I was taken into 

the large garden and shown a little headstone 

hidden among the bushes under huge shady 

trees. It read:

Dear Flossie

Good Hunting

I realised that this memorial had as much 

to do with Bobby and remembrance of him 

as it had with his dog.

I often wonder why I chose to put these 

two boys in my locket. Some instinct? Some 

half-conscious intimation that they were 

far more important than a simple story?

The book was published ten years ago 

and my First World War heroes had slipped 

away into the past to be replaced by other 

concerns.

Or had they? A few months ago, I had a 

phone call. It was the sister of the old lady 

who had first told me about Flossie and 

Bobby. She said she was the last one left 

of the family. She said no one would be 

interested in the great tin trunk of photos and 

papers she had in her garage. They were the 

papers relating to her father, Gavin Graham 

and to her uncle Bobby who had died in the 

First World War. Would I like them -  as I 

had written about them in my book?

A great, old-fashioned tin trunk was 

delivered to my house. Inside it were two 

other decorative boxes of great age and 

inside of each were dozens of letters and 

photographs. It was a story of Bobhy and his 

family -  so much fuller and richer than the 

snippets I had been given ten years before

which had been conjured from the school 

records and fragments of conversation with 

an old lady. This, now, was the real thing. 

And I wondered -  did I get it right in the 

book? Or would all this extra material prove 

me wrong?

I started to read. All night I read. 

Unfolding before me were the real day to day 

lives of two boys who I had carried round 

my neck for ten years. Somehow everything 

I read confirmed what I had already written 

about them: it hadn’t been all imagination 

and only fragments of history gleaned from 

disparate sources. I found five things among 

the papers which made my connection with 

this boy profound and filled me with the 

excitement of creation and discovery:

Here was his rugby cap -  the very one 

that featured in the photo I had always had 

hanging on my study wall.

Here was a small envelope inside of 

which was a lock of rich chestnut hair tied 

in a ribbon. The last gift of the girl he’d 

left behind.

Here was a receipt for ‘Beechwood Flossie: 

a fiver and white Springer Spaniel. Five 

guineas to Lieutenant R.L. Graham.’ What 

are the odds on finding that ninety years 

after the event when, for so long, a small 

insignificant dog had occupied my mind?

Most poignant of all is Bobby Graham’s 

tattered log book with his very last entry: 

T5th September 1917. Clear today. Fine 

weather for flying...’ But the last discovery 

was the most astonishing of all.

Among the dozens of letters, there were 

a few others from other people. Amazingly, 

there was only one letter of condolence 

on Bobby’s death. I have no doubt there 

were hundreds but this one letter had been 

preserved. I have a feeling I know why. I 

opened it and started to read.

29th September 1917 

Dear Judge Graham,

We are all devastated to hear about your dear 

Bobby. That sweet dear boy. Our thoughts 

and prayers are with you every day. The last 

paragraph o f the letter read; Our son’s wife had 

a dear little girl on the 19th o f September. We 

have decided to call her Hope.

For me -  a moment of profound astonishment. 

And radiance. The Hope referred to 

in the letter was my own mother. The 

letter was signed by her grandmother 

(my great-grandmother). And, moreover, 

the grand-mother after whom I am the only 

family member to be named.

She told me that when he was training 
as a pilot during the First World War in 
England, he had bought a small spaniel 

who he called Flossie
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Why them? Was there some reason 

beyond the simple fancy I had taken to the 

picture of two young rugby players for my 

choice of carrying them around in my locket 

for so many years? I could, after all, have 

chosen any others of the team had I wished 

to. Had I chosen them? Perhaps, quite 

simply, they had chosen me.

It was a moment in which I felt as if a 

hand had reached out, warm and reassuring. 

That the work I was doing was not just 

fanciful. That it had weight and meaning not 

just for me -  but for others.

Because I had cared. And because I 

had believed.

Life isn’t just random. There are deep 

interconnections between us all if only we 

will be still enough to listen.

To stop flying from one gratification to 

another and to really pay attention to the 

people around us, understand at a deep level 

their stories and the part we play in them, 

the lessons that those stories teach and the 

wonder of discovery. Because if we live at 

the level of the soul, those things become so 

much clearer. It is these intimations that give 

us a glimpse of what living at the level of 

the soul is about. It only happens sometimes 

-  but it does. And when it does, it is a gift 

beyond price.

You are about to enter the world beyond 

school. Make your own story one of honour. 

Not honour in the sense of the greater world 

but as honour to yourself -. the integrity 

of your soul. Your compassion. Your love. 

Your belief.

Be a human being worth honouring. And 

perhaps one day -  in ninety years from now 

-  someone will discover you and find joy and 

comfort and reassurance in the simple story 

of your life. Not because you were famous. 

But because you moved them. Make it worth 

remembering, k

Founder’s Day, celebrated in February, is a day filled with 
remembrance, thanksgiving and joy.

The school assembled early in the Theatre 

to be taken down memory lane by Mrs 

Pamela Duff, a previous head, who retains 

close ties with Herschel. The candles on 

the large birthday cake were lit by current 

head, Mr Bruce Probyn, and Grade 8 

Tarusha Foflonker, who also celebrated her 

birthday.

The service, held in the beautiful St

Saviour’s Church, was attended by all 

current Herschel girls and staff and a 

large contingent of Old Herschelians. The 

poignant sermon was led by the Revd Natalie 

Simons-Arendse, the resident Chaplain 

of St Cyprian’s Girls’ School. In a gesture 

of quiet remembrance, Old Herschelians 

placed flowers into a wire symbol, creating 

a beautiful cross of thanksgiving and hope.

Back on campus, the quiet mood erupted 

into one of joy when the girls formed the 

long tunnel through which all new staff and 

girls have to walk their way to being truly 

welcomed to Herschel. Linking arms, all 

the girls and staff stood around the fountain 

to sing the beautiful school song, of which 

the last verse seemed particularly apt for the 

Old Herschelians.
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SUBJECT AWARDS

Afrikaans First Additional Language: 

Michelle van der Merwe

Art: Ella Petousis 

Drama: Emma Green

Economic and Management Sciences: 

Ceilidhe Speirs

English Home Language: Julia Hampton

French Second Additional Language: 

Chloé Verhoef

German Second Additional Language: 

Catherine Cullinan

Life Orientation: Emma Green 

Mathematics: Katherine Pettit 

Music: Michelle van der Merwe 

Natural Sciences: Alexandra Psillos 

Social Sciences: Nicolene Greeff 

Technology: Nicolene Greeff

Xhosa Second Additional Language: 

Zingiswa Ndzekeni

Afrikaans Home Language:

Kelly Ahrendse

Afrikaans First Additional Language: 

Loren de Koker

Art: Kelly Ahrendse 

Drama: Lethu Ntshinga

Economic and Management Sciences: 

Lethu Ntshinga

English Home Language: Jenna Lowe

French Second Additional Language: 

Audrey Ayo

German Second Additional Language: 

Cheyenne Prithivirajh

Life Orientation: Kelly Ahrendse 

Mathematics: Lethu Ntshinga 

Music: Olivia Clegg 

Natural Sciences: Lethu Ntshinga 

Social Sciences: Lethu Ntshinga 

Technology: Kelly Ahrendse

Xhosa Second Additional Language: 

Lethu Ntshinga
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GRADE 10
Accounting: Anna Parry

Afrikaans Home Language:

Rhoni Gericke

Afrikaans First Additional Language: 

Anna Parry

Business Studies: Lara du Plessis 

Consumer Studies: Roxy Harrington 

Dramatic Arts: Rhoni Gericke 

English Home Language: Natalie Louw

French Second Additional Language: 

Rhoni Gericke

Geography: Tayla Gordon

German Second Additional Language: 

Robyn Altmann

History: Julia Sharpies 

Life Orientation: Rhoni Gericke 

Life Sciences: Rhoni Gericke 

Mathematics: Rhoni Gericke

Advanced Programme Mathematics: 

Frances Hampton

Mathematical Literacy: Laura de Wet 

Music: Sophie Scott 

Physical Sciences: Rhoni Gericke 

Visual Arts: Catherine Muller

Xhosa Second Additional Language: 

Nokuthula Kalipa

GRADE 11
Accounting: Melissa Greeff

Afrikaans Home Language: 

llse-Lee van Niekerk

Afrikaans First Additional Language: 

Melissa Greeff

Business Studies: Caitlin Hayward

Consumer Studies: Katarzyna Ogonowski

Dramatic Arts: Kate van den Aardweg

English Home Language: Rachel Potter

Economics: Alexandra McGregor

French Second Additional Language: 

Alexandra Verhoef

Geography: Jessica Rockey

German Second Additional Language: 
llse-Lee van Niekerk

History: Rachel Potter

Life Orientation: Chloë Noland

Life Sciences: Rachel Potter

Mathematics: Melissa Greeff

Advanced Programme Mathematics: 

Melissa Greeff

Mathematical Literacy: Andrea Bruce

Music: Alice Clegg

Physical Sciences: Melissa Greeff

Spanish Second Additional Language: 

Chelsea Thomson

Visual Arts: Ashleigh Arton

Xhosa Second Additional Language: 

Yandisa Sojola

GRADE 12
Accounting: Nicole Lester

Afrikaans Home Language:

Nicole Lester

Afrikaans First Additional Language: 

Aimee Morris

Business Studies:

Raina Nathoo and Megan van der Linde

Dr Hendrickse Trophy for 

Entrepreneurship: Raina Nathoo

Consumer Studies: Melissa Sharwood

Dramatic Arts: Aimee Morris

English (Lady Woolley Prize):

Catherine Rudolph

French Second Additional Language: 

Catherine Rudolph

Mrs McCormick's Prize for 

Spoken French: Catherine Rudolph

Geography: Lee Shacksnovis

History: Emily van Heerden

Life Sciences: Emily van Heerden

Life Orientation: Olivia de Klerk

Mathematics (Liz Gibbons Prize):

Nicole Lester

Advanced Programme Mathematics: 

Nicole Lester

Mathematics Paper 3: Claire Lofthouse

Miss McLean's Prize for Accuracy in 

Mathematics: Claire Lofthouse

Mathematical Literacy: Amelia Vernêde

Music: Sarah Oliver

Physical Sciences: Nicole Lester

Visual Arts: Nicole Lester

Visual Arts -  Practical: Lucienne Bestall

Xhosa First Additional Language: 

Siviwe Mngxali

Xhosa Second Additional Language: 

Sivenkosi Gubangxa



ACHIEVEM ENTS 2010

SPECIAL AWARDS

Ethel H ill Cup for Spoken English: 

Philippa Sharpies

Frith Trophy for Public Speaking: 

Jessica Rockey

PREMIER ACADEMIC AWARDS

Riëtte Hugo Prize for Enthusiasm in 

Afrikaans Home Language:

Mischa Smith

Abe Bailey Prizes for Bilingualism:

Nicole Craddock and Justine Wooding

Bilingual Oral Proficiency at Home 

Language level: Nicole Lester

Sonia Beck Essay Prize:

Gabriella Leighton

Janet Steyn Prize for Interest in the 

Humanities: Philippa Sharpies

Dr Silberbauer Prize for Interest in the 

Natural Sciences:

Kayleigh Rutherford

'Link to Grow' Western Cape Prize for 

Perseverance in the Sciences:

Lerisha Chetty

Daphne Beames Aequa MenteCup:

Emily van Heerden

Middle School Prize for Art:

Kelly Ahrendse

Burnett Family Prize for Art:

Ashleigh Arton

Middle School Prize for Music:

Caitlin Harvey

Monique Zurich Trophy for Music: 

Sophie Scott

Stobie Musicianship Prize: Ann Kim 

Choral Prize: Tam my de Klerk

McClurg Trophy for the Theatre Arts: 

Aimee Fanton

Annette Hartmann Trophy for the 

Dramatic Arts:

Olivia Barlow and Lucienne Bestall

Waterfield Prize for Commitment, Initia­

tive and Fellowship in the Creative Arts: 

Tammy de Klerk

Jennifer Sale Drama Trophy for 

Outstanding Performance:

Sivenkosi Gubangxa

Isabella Trophy for Performance in a 

Second Language:

Kathryn Bezuidenhout

Erasmus Community Service Trophy: 

Tammy de Klerk

Claremont Rotary Club Prize:

Tammy de Klerk

Rotary Club o f Claremont Paul Lee 

Floating Trophy: Sarah Acton

Mary Muller Picture o f the Year:

Olivia de Klerk and Amy Engelbrecht

Prize for Good Sportsmanship:

Emily van Heerden

Theresa Bridgman Trophy for Sports­

woman of the Year: Tarryn Horner

Clegg Award for Outstanding Academic 

and Sporting Achievement:

Melissa Greeff

Hannath Trophy for the Most Outstand­

ing Sporting Achievement o f the year: 

Melissa Greeff

Mrs Stockweii's Prize for All-round 

Participation and Achievement:

Julia Buchanan

Schónborn Trophy for Exceptional 

Achievement: Emily van Heerden

Pietas Trophy presented by the 

Labia Family: Sivenkosi Gubangxa

Miss Geidard's Prize for Courtesy:

Kelly Blair

Boarding House Fellowship Award: 

Christina van der Merwe

Kirsten Locke Fellowship Award:

Andrea Liddle

Sandra Wingfield Fellowship Prize:

Julia Buchanan

Herschel Honour Award: For Sustained 

Commitment to Outreach and 

Compassion and Humility in the Selfless 

Service o f Others: Philippa Sharpies

Pamela Duff Award for an Enquiring 

Mind: Hannah Knight

The D i van Zyl Award: Sarah Oliver

GRADE 8
Third place: Julia Hampton

Second place and Certificate of 

Academic Excellence:

Michelle van der Merwe

First place and Certificate of Academic 

Excellence: Nicolene Greeff

GRADE#
Certificate of Academic Excellence:

Kelly Ahrendse

Third place: Loren de Koker

Second place and Certificate of 

Academic Excellence:

Jennifer van Heerden

First place and Certificate of Academic 

Excellence: Lethu Ntshinga

Certificate of Academic Excellence: 

Lize-Mari Doubell

Third place and Certificate of Academic 

Excellence: Natalie Louw

Second place and Certificate of 

Academic Excellence: Anna Parry

First place and Certificate of Academic 

Excellence: Rhoni Gericke

v j K A U L  I

Certificates o f Academic Excellence: 

Sarah Acton, Chloe Blyth, Rachel Potter

Third place and Certificate o f Academic 

Excellence: Alice Clegg

Second place and Certificate of 

Academic Excellence: Melissa Greeff

First place and Certificate of Academic 

Excellence: Caitlin Hayward

Certificates of Academic Excellence: 

Lerisha Chetty, Claire Lofthouse, Cather­

ine Rudolph, Sophie Stratton

Third place and Certificate of Academic 

Excellence: Ariadne Snoek

Second place (ProximeAccessit) and 

Certificate o f Academic Excellence: 

Emily van Heerden

The Desmond Loch Davis Award for 

Dux o f the School and Certificate of 

Academic Excellence: Nicole Lester

The Head's Prize for Outstanding 

Leadership: Emily van Heerden

The Head's Prize for Service to the 

School: Lee Shacksnovis and 

Philippa Sharpies

The Old Herschelian Award for 

Service, Loyalty and Leadership:

Emily van Heerden

2010 THE HERSCHELIAN 21



IH IEV EM ENTS 2010

Í
Mikayla Morkel-Brink,

« i

The final round of the Johann 

Vos piano competition for high 

school pupils in the Western 

Cape took place in the Hugo 

Lamprechts Music Centre. Mr 

Johann Vos, sponsor of the 

competition for the last 20 years, 

handed over the cheque for first 

place in the senior section, to 

!IM, who is in Grade 12. 

This is the second consecutive 

year that a Herschel pupil has 

won the competition.

S EIR ENW I (Grade 10) 

participated, with 29 

contestants from around 

South Africa, in the Artscape 

2010 National Youth Music 

Competition for classical 

pianists and orchestral 

instrumentalists. She was 

named the most promising 

participant who was not a 

finalist.

CANDICE M URRAY, STEFANÉ VAN N IEKERK , SAM ANTHA R U LE and 

CAITLIN VAN NIEKERK looked remarkably relaxed after their icy swim 

from Robben Island to Blaauwberg in the Cadiz Freedom swim. 

The girls came first in the School Team (Wetsuit) and were placed 

third in the School Relay (mixed teams) in a time of 02:32:18.

TAN IKA H O FFM AN  represented 

South Africa in surfing.

’ A T E L  was selected 

for the South African Chess 

team which participated in 

the World Schools’ Chess 

Championships 2010 

in Kayseri, Turkey.

M ICAELLA PARKER, who was 

awarded Western Province 

Colours for hockey, also 

made her mark in athletics 

this season, winning the 

senior Western Province title 

for the 1 500m and being 

selected to represent Western 

Province in Track and Field. 

Micaella was also named 

the PGSGU Top Senior 

Cross-country athlete in her 

age group.
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Squash players, MEGAN RUSSELL, CHRISTINA VAN DERMERWE, HANNAH KNIGHT (captain), CH

CK and INGE RIST, again played their way to the top of the Schools Squash log in the 

Western Cape. This is the second year that Herschel has won the Top Schools Squash title.

C HANEL ERASMUS has once 

again been named as one of 

the Top 10 squash players in 

her age group (U19) in the 

country. She has made the 

top 10 in South Africa every 

year since U14.

i? has been awarded her Senior South 

African Colours in y e t another sw im m ing discipline. She w ill 

represent South Africa in the Rescue 2010 Lifesaving World 

Championships in Egypt, later this year. Dominique, who has 

represented South Africa a t several international swim m ing events 

over the p a st two years, also won the R iver M ile in P ort Elizabeth  

fo r the second consecutive year. She is the only non-Eastern Cape 

com petitor who has ever won this race.

JEN N IFE R  VAN H EER D EN  excelled in the pool at the South African 

Schools Swimming Championships in Bloemfontein. She won two 

gold medals in freestyle, a silver medal in butterfly and came 4th 

in the 100m butterfly. At the South Africa Age Group Champion­

ships (Level 3) in East London, Jennifer won two silver and two 

bronze medals.

Following last year’s success, Herschel Girls School again excelled 

in the National Consumer Studies Olympiad. Herschel had 

four girls in the Top 10 and was named the Top School in the 

competition. Out of 5 3 0 0  competitors, V I C T O R I A  D E L B R I D G E  (left) 

came third, T A M S I N  E D D Y  came second and D O M I N I Q U E  0 R Y D I N G  and 

I A C H E L  S T E I N  shared the sixth spot.
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M ELISSA G R EEFF continues to make her mark on the 

world of chess. Melissa, who was in Grade 11 this year, 

won the South African Women’s Open at the age of 

11. She is South Africa’s first Women’s Grandmaster 

of Chess and again competed in several international 

championships this year.

TS 2010

N I E K E R K  won 

the Bruce Riley Trophy for 

the Best All-Rounder at the 

Herschel Eisteddfod.

ASHLEIGH ARTON was 

chosen, again, to be in 

the South African Junior 

Fencing Team. She 

competed in the 2010 

World Junior and Cadet 

Fencing Championships 

held in Baku, Azerbaijan.

L IZ E -M A R ID O U B E LL  (Grade 

10) was a member of the 

group who represented South 

Africa at the International 

ESA Science Expo in Reun­

ion. Her project, Mozart vs 

Lady Gaga, won the first prize 

in the Social and Psycho­

logical Science category. The 

project tested the effect of 

different music genres on the 

brain. Lize-Mari is also one 

of 60 students selected from 

over a thousand worldwide, to 

attend the Global Youth Sum- - 

mit in London.

Four Herschel girls were awarded their Gold badges at a prestigious 

President’s Awards ceremony held in September: LE E  SHACKSNOVIS, 

SARAH VERSTER, CHL0Ë N O LAN D  and SARAH OLIVER .

I 18

Grade 10s R H 0 N IGERICKE (left) and TAYLA KARSTEN (right) have 

been included in the U16 South African hockey squad.

LARA DENDY YOUNG has 

been included in the South 

African waterpolo team to 

take part in the Under 18 

Tri-Nations tournament in 

Auckland, New Zealand in 

December 2010.
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FRON T ROW: M Russell (squash), J Grant (waterpolo), E van Heerden (waterpolo), N Gubb (waterpolo), H Knight (squash),

D Dryding (swimming and life saving), A McMillan (waterpolo), J Buchanan (waterpolo), A Ebrahim (hockey)

SECOND ROW: E Brooks (hockey), S Vayej (hockey), N  Scott (waterpolo), T Barber (waterpolo), C Heerden (tennis), M Morkel-Brink (tennis), 

T Homer (hockey and waterpolo), M Foster (waterpolo), K Adlard (waterpolo), A Lees (squash), J Day (waterpolo),

J van Heerden (swimming and waterpolo)

THIRD R O W : T Marshall (waterpolo), G Buchanan (waterpolo), L Dendy Young (waterpolo), C Murray (waterpolo), S van Niekerk 

(swimming), C Erasmus (squash), T Karsten (hockey), C van Niekerk (swimming and waterpolo), S Rule (waterpolo), A van Zyl (waterpolo) 

BACK ROW: R Gericke (hockey), T Coles (waterpolo), N Krumbock (squash), J Allenbrook (diving), T Cartwright (waterpolo and hockey),

C Noland (hockey), I Rist (squash), F Lees (squash)

AB SENT: M Parker (athletics, cross country and hockey), C Patel (chess), T Hoffman (surfing), A Arton (fencing), M GreefF (chess)

AIM EE MORRIS (Grade 

12), with the latest 

copy of English 

Alive, an annual 

anthology of poems 

by South African 

pupils and students. 

Three Herschel girls, 

Victoria Wilkinson, 

Camilla Craven and 

Amy Paterson, have 

their work included 

in the volume and 

Aimee’s artwork is 

featured on the cover.

Herschel won the annual PGSGU Inter-schools Cross-country 

competition for the twelfth consecutive year. NICOLE ERASMUS (left) 

won the Silver medal for the U16 age group, M EREDITH FORBES 

received a silver medal for the U19 team relay and CANDICE MURRAY 

is holding the trophy awarded to Herschel as the Top Girls’ School. 

M ICAELLA PARKER (second right), who was named the Top Senior 

Girl, won a gold medal for her performance in the U19 age group 

and a silver for the U19 team relay. CELESTE RENAUD (right) was 

awarded a bronze medal for her third overall place in the U15 group.
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Aldera, Caterina

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Hist,

Music, French 5AL)

Barry, Courtney 

(Afr FAL, Maths, Vis Art)

Bemat, Nabeela

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Acc, LO)

Blumberg, Olivia 

(Dance, Drama)

Brouwer, Annika 

(Eng, Maths, Vis Art)

Bruce, Leila

(Afr FAL, Maths, Vis Art,

Life Sc)

Cassuto, Manuela 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Hist, 

Drama, French SAL)

Clark, Chantel

(Eng, Maths, Drama, French 

SAL, LO)

Collins, Chloe

(Afr FAL, Maths, Acc, Phys

Sc, LO)

Collins, Sian (Life Sc, LO)

Corbett, Melissa

(Eng, Maths, Hist, Acc, LO)

Corder, Daniella 

(Afr FAL, Cons Stud, LO)

Cronje, Antonia 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, AP 

Maths, Maths P3, Vis Art, 

Life Sc, Phys Sc, LO)

Cunliffe, Michelle

(Eng, Life Sc, Cons Stud, LO)

Dare, Nicola

(Afr FAL, Maths, AP Maths, 

Acc, Drama, Phys Sc, LO)

Daron, Alienor-Marie 

(Maths, French SAL, Life Sc, 

Phys Sc)

De Beyer, Leigh

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Geog,

Acc, Life Sc, LO)

Delson, Jessica 

(Math Lit, Vis Art)

Dendy Young, Jemma 

(Math Lit, Vis Art)

Dilgee, Faatimah (LO)

d'Orthez, Marina 

(Math Lit, Drama)

Doyle, Alexandra 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, AP 

Maths, His, Acc, French SAL, 

Phys Sc, LO)

Ebrahim, Bint Nur 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Acc,

Life Sc, Phys Sc, LO)

Ehrenreich,Yusrah 

(Eng, Maths, Life Sc, LO)

Esack, Sameenah 

(Maths, AP Maths, Acc, LO)

Farquharson, Amelia 

(Math Lit)

Fish, Samantha

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Hist,

Drama, Life Sc, LO)

Foster, Jessica 

(Eng, Maths, Acc, LO)

George, Lauren 

(Maths Lit, Drama)

Goddard, Katherine 

(Eng, Maths Lit, Drama, LO)

Gordon, Lauren 

(Maths Lit)

Hendrickse, Melissa 

(Eng, Maths, Hist, French 

SAL, Vis Art, LO)

Hodgson, Tanya

(Eng, Maths, AP Maths, Hist,

Life Sc, Phys Sc, Xhosa SAL, LO)

Horn, Bronwyn 

(Eng, Maths, AP Maths, 

Maths P3, French SAL, Vis 

Art, Life Sc, Phys Sc, LO)

Horne, Anri

(Eng, Afr HL, Maths, French 

SAL, Life Sc, LO)

Hugo-Hamman, Sarah 

(Maths, Vis Art)

Hull, Jessica (Bus Stud)

Hunter, Paige (Eng, Vis Art)

Hurlin, Chanel 

(Eng, Maths, Dance,

Drama, LO)

Jones, Alexandra 

(Maths, Geog, Life Sc)

Kim, Hae-Na
(Maths, AP Maths, B Stud,

French SAL, Life Sc, Phys Sc, LO)

Lambridis, Sarah 

(Maths, Vis Art)

Louis, Chiara

(Eng, Maths, Drama, LO) 

Louw, Nina
(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, His, 

Drama, Life Sc, LO)

Lu, Maggie

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, Maths 

P3, His, Bus Stud, French 

SAL, Phys Sc, LO)

Luyendijk, Emma 

(Eng, Music, Vis Art,)

Macdonald, Kerry

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, His, Life

Sc, Phys Sc, Xhosa SAL, LO)

Manjoo, Danielle 

(Eng, Acc)

Manning, Lesley 

(Geog, LO)

Mason, Natalie 

(Maths, Geog)

Masutha, Shonisani 

(Bus Stud, Drama, LO)

McLaughlin, Zoe

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, French

SAL, Vis Art, Life Sc, LO)

Mowzer, Zeenat 

(Afr FAL)

Mthembu, Gugu 

(Xhosa SAL)

Muller, Devaarné 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths)

Mulligan, Andrea 

(Maths Lit)

Murphy, Caitlin

(Maths, Bus Stud, Life Sc, LO)

Nichol, Holly (LO)

Ohlsen, Kristina (Maths Lit)

Omar, Nabeelah 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, AP 

Maths, Acc, Life Sc)

Paterson, Amy-Leigh 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Math Lit, Hist, 

Bus Stud, Drama, LO)

Pather, Ra'eesa 

(Eng, Bus Stud)

Potter, Sarah 

(Math Lit, Drama)

Quail, Lala

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths, French 

SAL, Vis Art, LO)

Rawoot, Azra 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths,

Geog, Vis Art)

Reid, Claire

(Eng, Geog, Life Sc, LO)

Reolon, Jessica 

(Maths Lit, Drama)

Rochat, Nicole (Eng, Music)

Sheard, Sarah Jane 

(Eng, Geog, Drama, LO)

Sodayise, Khanyisile 

(Math Lit, Xhosa SAL)

Steyn, Jessica (Maths, LO)

Symonds, Jaime 

(Afr FAL, Maths, Drama, 

Xhosa SAL, LO)

Tennent, Kathryn 

(Maths Lit, LO)

Tshume, Siviwe 

(Eng, Maths, French SAL, 

Life Sc)

Utton, Sarah

(Eng, Maths, Vis Art, Life Sc)

Van Wyngaarden, Victoria 

(Drama)

Vaughan, Tayba 

(Eng, Drama, LO)

Vernéde, Monica 

(Eng, Maths, French SAL,

Vis Art, Life Sc, LO)

Viotti, Daniela (Maths Lit)

Whitfield, Alexandra 

(Afr FAL, Maths Lit, Vis 

Art, LO)

Williams, Kim (LO)

Wishart, Kathryn 

(Eng, Afr FAL, Maths,

Life Sc, LO)
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MATRIC 2010

MATRIC
MEMOR

M em ories: Involuntary 

swimming with ODK after every exam, 

'giggling' In consumers, amazing shower, trying 

to work out which teachers are pregnant, Orange 

River, Matrlc dance, free/study periods. 

Asp iratio ns: One day I want to look back at 

my life and smile.

M em ories: Teachers like Ms Dolly and Ms Raws.

The 'Morning Group Girls' meeting at 6:45am from 

Monday to Friday and chatting about boyfriends and 

meals. Making a new friend named Tatiana from the 

USA and the NACT team.

Aspirations: To go to Italy or England and become 

a great fashion designer and mother and find my 

true identity -  Korean or South African? Marry, when 

the time is right, an Italian man to make beautiful 

Italian/Korean/African babies.

AISHA DRAMAT

M e m ories: Matrlc dance, market days 

. in junior school, the whole school leaving 

to go to the Newlands Stadium in 2007 when 

we won the Rugby World Cup, winning the 

Inter-house singing in matric for the last time, 

Grade 8 sleepover and movie night. 

Asp iratio n s: No matter what I do and where 

I go, I would like to be happy and to be able to 

feel content with how far I have come in my 

life. I want to study at a university and find a 

job that I love, every single day of my life!

Memories: Matric dance, 

exchange to Singapore, Umfolozi

Inter-house plays and singing, good times with

friends and basketball.

Aspirations: Study at either UCT or Rhodes -

Bachelor o f Social Science. Travel asmuch as°crai science. Travel as much as 

possible. Play with Mel's pet turtle, 

Franko.

Memories: M y introduction to 

Shakespeare... Be still, my beating
Z n & r a n z e ^ s r n ti^ n m
Rom and Jules, Colin F  

M r Darcy, fearing for m y life during

science, a traumatis! ngS a \\< [ \  
interview published in English 

Alive... As Katie Monteiro

AIMEE MORRIS

Memories:'Silly Goose,

js s z ~ E r *photocopy machine hacking...
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MATRIC 2010

A LIN A HARDCASTLE

M em ories: Matric dance, 

frees (study periods), business 

studies class, business outing 

to Elgin, early mornings in the 

common room.

A sp iratio ns: To travel around 

the world and to make a 

discovery.

M em ories: Matric dance, 

Khanyi in business.'Productive' 

frees, common room biscuits, 

Ina Paarman's kitchen and 

time spent with great friends. 

Asp iratio ns: To pass first year 

next year and to pet Franko 

(Mel's pet turtle).

CAROLYN ANDREW S

M em ories: Cultural tour. 

Matric dance and the 

unforgettable sunrise the next 

morning. Unholy break-time 

conversations outside the 

chapel, frees, study periods 

spent chatting to Mr P. 

Aspirations: Experience the 

world and everything in it. 

Travel. To be successful in a 

career I love.

AM ELIA V ER N ED E

A M YEN G ELB R EC H T

AMY M CM ILLAN

ANDREA LID D LE

M em ories: Cultural tour, 

Umfolozi, history tour, house 

plays, Inter-house singing, 

drama, interesting hour-long 

breaks, history lessons, English 

lessons, Matric dance, school 

eisteddfods and Orange River. 

A sp iratio ns: Travel, enjoy 

what I do and be successful. 

Have a family, meet new 

people and keep in touch with 

old friends.

M e m ories: Friends who 

taught me right from wrong, 

often through demonstration. 

Break times, Umfolozi, Orange 

River, Inter-house singing, 

art classes, Matric dance 

d re s s ...11th  June. 

A sp iratio ns: Private island, 

Mustang 69 in the garage and 

designer husband -  that, or 

just to be content with life!

M e m ories: Matric Dance, 

Umfolozi, St Peters Waterpolo 

Tour, playing waterpolo for 

Herschel's first team, history 

and geography tour to 

Argentina.

Asp iratio ns: To go to 

Stellenbosch University and 

studyaBAccorBComm 

financial accounting and 

to go travelling after my 

further studies.

M e m ories: Matric invitations 

ceremony and dance, St 

Mary's, indoor hockey, friends 

for life, EMT with Ms White,

LO days, bibs, duties, the 

common room rat, never a dull 

moment in Xhosa. 

Asp iratio ns: Live, Love and 

Laugh.

AN N  KIM

AR IAD N E SNOEK

CANDICE COLES

CARLA GUBB

M em ories: Matric dance, 

winning the Inter-house 

singing competition 2010, 

Claudia falling at the Grade 

8 camp.

Asp iratio n : To work at great 

hotels around the world and 

to have a happy family.

M em ories: Running through 

the sprinklers and swimming 

in the fountain, dead rat in the 

common room, nightmares 

of Viva Afrikaans, Mr HB's 

factoids, Chaplain Commin's 

poetry, the Orange River tour, 

exchange, Matric jerseys. 

Asp iratio ns: To live 

spontaneously and 

passionately, to make 

a difference.

M em ories: Orange River, 

Umfolozi, Matric dance, House 

braais, our chats, laughs and 

games in the common room 

and on the Matric lawn, Matric 

jerseys, Enrichment Week, the 

school camps and LO days. 

Asp iratio ns: Going to 

Stellenbosch to study a BA. To 

go on Contiki with my friends, 

Kirsty, Jamie and Sarah-Jane.

M em ories: Matric dance. 

Orange River. Umfolozi. The 

Busy Bees. Ms Lambert on the 

Matric dance DVD. Mr Scott 

and Mrs Ryan having a jol at 

the Orange River. Watching 

people fall down the Atrium 

steps.

Asp iratio ns: Travel to every 

continent. Get my LLB at UCT. 

Be spontaneous. Live life 

laughing and loving.

CATARINA M ONTEIRO

j j  1  ■
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M em ories: Swimming 

in the fountain with Nikita. 

Eucharists. Swimming 

butterfly in Inter-house 

swimming.

Asp iratio ns: To go to UCT 

next year and possibly study 

journalism or law and then 

become a novelist. Look out 

for Catarina Monteiro novels

C A T H E R I N E  L O U R A N D O S

in the book shops.

M em ories: Orange River,

Matric dance, Inter-house

singing when Jagger won.

Asp iratio ns: To do things that

will make me happy. Have

F I
fun in life.

CATHERINE RUDOLPH

CLAIRE LOFTHOUSE

M em ories: Mr HB's jokes, 

Inter-house singing in 

Grade 8 (the year Jagger 

won), Matric art and history 

classes, swimming in our 

Herschel sports uniform after 

basketball practice, dreading 

LO day, the Matric dance. 

Asp iratio ns: To see the Trevi 

fountain and learn Spanish 

in South America. Embrace 

challenge and change.

M em ories: The Matric dance 

and handing out invitations, 

Inter-house singing, running 

to Ms Burden's class, the rat 

in the common room, Mr 

Karsten's accounting class -  

"Now what all you have to 

do is ..." , cellphones ringing 

during June exams! 

Aspirations: To become an 

actuary, to be a mum.
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CLAUDIA JOVANOVSKI

M em ories: Sitting on chairs 

for first time in Grade 7 

assembly, Ilex tree, bleep 

tests, the many Afrikaans 

teachers we had, Chaplain 

Bob's stories and Khanyisa's 

laugh!

A sp iratio n : Follow my heart 

-  all else will follow.

D A N IE LLE F LA V E LL

M em ories: Night of The 

Cherry Blossom, canoeing 

down the Orange River 

rapids, experiencing Ms Baws' 

passion for the novels we 

read, friendly rivalry at the 

Inter-house singing, making 

wonderful friends. 

Aspirations: To enjoy life, 

always be true to myself, and 

be the best I can be.

E M M A JA N ET R U T ER

EM M A MARAIS

M em ories: The highlight 

of my school career was 

definitely Grade 11 camp, 

especially the after-hours 

adventures.

Asp iratio n : All I want is 

world peace.

M em ories: Orange River, 

Matric dance, Matric lawn 

during breaks and all the 

times spent with my friends. 

Asp iratio ns: Study business 

science at UCT and then travel 

and explore the world.

JA D EH U B N E R

JAM IE GRANT

M e m o rie s : Performing. 

Cabarets. Footloose was the 

highlight. Inter-grade galas: 

winning the grade swimming 

race every year. Seeing the 

Matrics' faces when they got 

whipped by Grade 8 (us in 

2006). Eighteenth birthday 

parties. U 16 A  waterpolo tour. 

A s p ira tio n : I am leaning 

towards the safer thing to 

d o ... engineering!

M e m o rie s: Umfolozi, 1st 

team hockey and waterpolo 

tours, penalty shootouts in all 

Waller Cup finals, Afrikaans 

class, Inter-house singing 

practices.

A sp iratio n s: I want to reach 

my full potential in life and 

live with no regrets!

D AN IELLE PARKFELT

DOM INIQUE DRYDING

M em ories: Spending half 

my science lessons outside, 

side-tracking Mrs Bodenstein 

into deep discussions, Orange 

River, Amy and I getting into 

as many table shots as we 

could for the dance DVD, and 

all the laughs with friends. 

Aspirations: To take a gap 

year, working in America and 

travelling Europe. If I come 

back, I plan to go to UCT.

M em ories: I will miss arriving 

at school super early to be 

greeted outside the common 

room by other early birds and 

our breaks.

Asp iratio ns: I want to qualify 

for the Olym pia in 2 0 12 .1 also 

intend to keep in touch with 

friends that I've made here.

EMILY VAN HEERDEN

M em ories: Fourteen years 

at Herschel are impossible 

to describe in 50 words. 

Friendships, camps, exchange 

and sports tours are just a few. 

Matric dance, Grade 11 camp, 

Umfolozi, and rapids at the 

prefects'camp.

Asp iratio n : To become 

the first female president of 

South Africa.

M em ories: Wild nights on 

history tour'08, Umfolozi, 

G Y LC , and of course,The Night 

ofThe Cherry Blossom. 

A sp iratio ns: "When it comes 

to the future, there are three 

kinds o f people: those who let 

it happen, those who make 

it happen, and those who 

wonder what happened.''- 

John M . Richardson, Jr.

JAYATI PATEL

M e m o rie s: Cultural tour, 

Matric dance, Enrichment 

Week, being nicknamed 

Leprechaun by my very 

special friends. 

A sp ira tio n : To find the 

p o to fg o ld a tth e e n d o f 

the rainbow.

JESSICA A N N E DU P LES S IS .........................................................

M e m o rie s: The raucous 

accounting classes with Mr K, 

Matric dance and, of course, 

my amazing friends and our 

memories shared together. 

A sp iratio n s: Live a life that 

others will admire, see things 

only few have seen and love 

the’ones who share this life 

with me.

ELEANOR  GOUTOS

M em ories: The Matric dance, 

all the laughs in the Matric 

common room with Danni, 

sprinting to Ms Baws'class. 

Asp iratio ns: To be happy, 

and to look forward to every 

day and smile.

HAN NAH KNIGHT

M e m ories: Orange River, 

Matric dance, getting kicked 

out of science, Mrs Kartens' 

english class, exchange, 

history tour, DSG tour 2009, 

friends and laughs. 

A sp iratio n : To survive Plett.

JU LIA  BUCHANAN

M e m o rie s : Inter-house 

singing 2010, Interhouse 

plays 2009, Umfolozi, 

Outreach A rt, the Night of 

the Cherry Blossom, playing 

guitar with Sarch and PLUSH, 

contemplating life with Kelly, 

free periods...

A sp iratio n s: To constantly 

enrich myself, to travel often, 

to try new things and not to 

get caught up in the rat race.
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JUSTINE WOODING

M em ories: Running to Ms 

Burden's class, baking sessions 

and English parties with Ms 

Karstens, Matric dance, Rolt 

winning Inter-house singing 

in 2009.

A sp iratio ns: To become a 

doctor working for Doctors 

without Borders and to 

specialise in cardiothoracic 

surgery or neurology.

KHANYISA NGAMBU

M em ories: Ms Frick's very 

weird but relevant advice, Ms 

Steyn's lesson, Ms Bollywood 

and Nabilah, Zaki's screams in 

biology, Kauai smoothies with 

Alin, Jerry Springer moments 

in business.

Asp iratio ns: Grow an Afro, 

work for the UN, write a novel 

and be the best me.

LARA LINGENS

M em ories: Losing my bag 

every time I put it down. 

Being excited about a double 

period of Afrikaans. 

Asp iratio n : I am going back 

to Germany to study.

KAYLEIGH R U T H E R FO R D ..............................................................

M em ories: All things Burden 

-  running to maths, running 

to science. Common room 

smell, hot lunch chats, Matric 

dance, Umfolozi, Rolt winning 

Inter-house singing, Mr H-B's 

factoids.

A sp iratio ns: To travel the 

world, make a ground­

breaking scientific discovery. 

To stay young at heart.

KIMRYN SH ER W O O D .....................................................................

M em ories: Cultural tour, 

Umfolozi and Orange River, 

school plays, Matric dance, 

break times, common room 

cookies and smell, Inter-house 

singing, friendships that will 

last a lifetime.

Asp iratio ns: I want to live 

life to the full and be happy 

and healthy. I want to be a 

successful businesswoman.

LEESH AC KS NOV IS ............................................................................

M em ories: Laughing at break 

with my friends whilst eating 

money loads of pastries from 

the Interact cake sales. These 

friends will last forever -  as 

will the calories from the cake. 

Asp iratio ns: To increase 

environmental awareness 

in Africa.

KELLY BLAIR

M e m ories: Co-directing house 

plays, Enrichment, French with 

Mme Du Toit, the smiling faces 

of the Grade 10s, Inter-house 

singing and drama, laughing 

with Alex Doyle during 

orchestra, chatting with Yusrah. 

A sp iratio ns: Doing a gap 

year at Peterborough High 

school. Go into environmental 

policy-making.

KIRSTEN D O LLEY

M em ories: Orange River, 

House braais, eisteddfods, 

being with all my special 

friends, Matric jersey, Matric 

dance and Matric lawn. 

Asp iratio ns: I want to study 

BSc Property Studies at UCT 

next year and go on Contiki 

with three of my good friends. 

After I've studied, I would like 

to travel the world.

LER ISHACH ETTY

M em ories: Tutor periods 

with Tamsyn, Matric dance, 

tripping on every step in the 

Chapel in Grade 8, the bench, 

when Rolt won the Inter­

house singing, "Does that 

make logical sense?" 

A sp iratio n : To eat faster.

KELLY LYTTLE

M em ories: Matric dance, 

Argentina Tour, my friends.

KYLIE JANSE VAN V U U R E N .........................................................

M em ories: Orange River with 

Dare, Mathematical Mexican 

Trio (Padre, Sanchez, Fabio), 

Matric dance, 2nd's waterpolo 

tour, Argentina with Miss 

Parker and Mrs Grove. 

Asp iratio ns: Plan to travel, 

study at Stellenbosch and 

eventually run my own family 

with five or six children and 

possibly a husband.

LILIAN BOLUS

M em ories: Orange River, 

common room rat, Grade 9 

history,  "Sushi is a form of 

Imperialism" (Mrs Grove), 

Sonja Beck Essay Prize, GYLC, 

Mev Lureman's endless 

wardrobe, Footloose, house 

plays, Inter-house singing. 

Aspirations: I have many 

dreams but I need to choose 

one and run with i t . .

KELSEY GIBBS

M em ories: Matric dance, 

accounting - personal jokes 

and Mr K, GYLC, Umfolozi, 

Master Maths, life science 

tripod, friends always and 

history tour

Asp iratio ns: To always 

see beauty in life, to be 

independent, to be happy.

LAUREN GEDYE

M em ories: The Matric dance 

was a special highlight of 

the Matric year. Classes with 

Mevrou Stanford were the 

best and singing the school 

song at special celebrations.

I shall never forget all the 

friends I have made here. 

Asp iratio ns: To become a 

teacher and change the future 

of tomorrow, and live life to 

the full.

LUCIENNE BESTALL

M em ories: Mrs Steyn:"Does 

anyone's mother make slip­

covers for couches?" the sponge 

monster (not specifically the 

'best'm em ory...). 

Aspirations: I thought 

I'd concentrate on bulking 

up and trying my luck as 

a female bodybuilder.

2010 THE HERSCHELIAN 31



MATRIC 2010

M AR G EA U XM ALHERBE

M em ories: The sense of 

pride and tradition that was 

instilled In us and the Orange 

River, Matric dance. Footloose 

and growing up with crazy 

friends.

Aspirations: I want to make 

my mark, experience every­

thing possible, surround 

myself with beauty and 

be happy.

MISCHA SMITH

M em ories: Chorale tour 

to England, KKNK,M AD D 

evenings, Rolt House 

ensembles, BHR2 camp,

Matric dance.

Aspirations: As far as my 

aspirations for the future are 

concerned, I hope to do Will 

Shakespeare justice by living 

to his words: "Above all else, to 

thine own self be true."

M em ories: Stories and 

comics in Afrikaans ('not1 while 

the lesson was happening!), 

friends, 2006 Inter-house 

singing (Jagger).

Asp iratio ns: To be a fashion 

editor at Vogue, do good 

things in the world.

NICOLA GUBB

M e m ories: Umfolozi, Matric 

dance, waterpolo tours, 

house braais, Eucharist 

library lessons, bleep test, 

exams, homework, aerobic, 

touch rugby, how the 

hominids became bipede, 

Afrikaans orals.

A sp iratio n : Try my best to 

survive the next year.

M e m o rie s: Umfolozi, Orange 

River, Matric dance, Jambo's in 

bio, break conversations.

M EGAN Q U EN ET-M EIN T JES .

M em ories: Umfulozi and 

Orange River tours. Sports 

tours: tennis tour to Saint 

Anne's and the annual hockey 

tour to D SG . I've loved being 

part of the music department 

Most of all I will miss the great 

girls in my class who made 

my high school career so 

memorable.

M EGAN VAN DER LINDE

M em ories: Watching a baby 

elephant bathe in the Umfolozi 

River, laughing till my stomach 

ached, Matric dance, house 

plays, running to Ms Burden's 

class, the friends I have made. 

A sp iratio ns: Study at UCT, 

become a qualified CA, go 

backpacking in Thailand, 

volunteer at the Panda 

Sanctuary in Chiang Mai.

N AB ILAHVARACHHIA

M em ories: Matric dance, 

business studies class, 

Merriman winning Inter­

house singing, Orange River 

trip with Mrs Ryan, GYLC, 

Prefect portfolio. 

A sp iratio ns: To see and 

experience everything the 

world has to offer and to keep 

being happy.

NICOLE DURAND

M e m o rie s: Herschel has 

been certainly the best five 

years for me. Some significant 

memories would be the 

endless months of preparation 

for the dance and the pungent 

smell of the common room 

just to name a few. 

A sp iratio n s: To study a BSc in 

biodiversity and ecology and 

pursue a career in wildlife.

MELISSA REED

M em ories: Matric dance, 

cultural tour to Europe, 

biology classes with Mrs Rule 

and the Tripod, long breaks 

filled with laughter, the 

common room cookies (and 

smell), study (free) periods, 

friends ...

Asp iratio ns: Always to be 

happy, have no regrets and to 

keep my childish innocence.

NATALIE S CHOLTZ......................................................................

M e m ories: Orange River, 

Matric dance, friends. 

A sp iratio n : To do my 

personal best at whatever 

I want to do in the future.

NICOLE EDDY

M e m o rie s: Matric dance, 

Orange River, Umfolozi, Ms 

Lones and EM S, Enrichment 

and my amazing friends. 

A sp iratio n s: To have a career 

that inspires me, travel every 

continent, see the seven 

wonders of the world, have a 

holiday house in the Bahamas 

and two children later in life.

MELISSA S HAR W OOD....................................................................  NATASHA LIESNER

M em ories: Matric dance,

Argentina tour, hockey 

practices, Inter-house singing 

and plays, Enrichment weeks, 

good times with friends.

A sp iratio ns: Study at UCT 

or Stellenbosch. Travel the 

world. Get a pet turtle and call 

it Franko.

M em ories: Ringing the

vICOLE LE S T E R ....................

M e m o rie s: Surviving the

school bell at two in the Orange River, Matric dance

morning, swimming in the and the dresses, KKNK-tour

fountain, Indiana Jones and and hour breaks with friends

Umfolozi. on benches, art class.

A sp iratio n : To be like Kelsey A sp ira tio n : 1 plan to be

Gibbs and to feed the flame at surprised.
all times. *  I
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NIKITA M ONTLAKE

M em ories: Swimming in the 

school fountain with Katie and 

calling on my ramping shop 

with Cath and Lucie. Ice cream 

with my yellow blob, Ahe. 

'Crying'behind the school pool 

with Lucie.

PHILIPPA SHARPLES

M em ories: Matric dance, 

my amazing friends, Indian 

exchange, 100m science dash, 

eisteddfods, break-times, "je  

su isfa tiguéC  School song, L0 

days, hot lunch, bio, maths, 

laughing . . .  and falling in the 

river on Prefects'Camp. 

Aspirations: To help others, 

love and livelifel

N O Z I P H O M T H E M B U

M em ories: Arriving at school 

and having such friendly girls 

help me get through the day, 

knowing we could ask for help 

at any time, for anything. 

Asp iratio n : To use the gifts 

God has given to better the 

lives of others.

RACHEL STEIN

M em ories: Skateboarding 

in the teachers'parking lot 

(Grade 9). Civvies day uniform: 

skinny jeans, Ugg boots and 

a hoodie.

Asp iratio ns: A t seven it 

was to be the world's best 

superspy. Now it is to study 

him and archaeology at UCT 

after exploring the world.

RUDO NDHLUNI

SARAH ALLDERM AN

M em ories: The things I will 

remember most from my 

school career are not merely 

events but the times spent 

with the people that have 

helped mould my life over the 

past five years. Xhosa classes 

with Mr Scott, my fellow sea 

biscuits, science classes spent 

laughing with the class at Mr 

Brasler's interesting analogies 

to scientific phenomena.

M em ories: Cupcakes and 

candles at breaks, dead 

rat in common room, tours 

and friends.

A sp iratio n : To be happy.

OLIVIA BARLOW

OLIVIA G U LL

M em ories: Matric dance, 

GYLC, exchange, lifelines, 

Inter-house plays, Inter-house 

singing, crazy drama classes, 

ruler cake, the common room 

odour, ginger/fruit/choc-chip 

common room cookies, Mr 

HB's factoids, amazing people 

who I will remember forever!

RAINA NATHOO

RAVEENA M ANGA

M em ories: The highlight of 

my school career was science 

lessons. I will miss running 

and all the people in this 

school. The teachers have 

helped this year go by so 

much easier. Common room 

biscuits and laughing at break 

with friends. I will miss the 

support from teachers and 

being surrounded by the love 

of friends.

SARAH JAN E PEARCE

SARAH MASON

M e m ories: Hockey, netball, 

tennis teams, Miss Hartman's 

8E tutor class, chilling in the 

music department, Lee's 

amazing dance, Umfolozi, 

Enrichment, Grade 9 history 

evening, double frees with 

Kels, MADD duet with Tammy, 

history tour 2008, drama prac, 

the most amazing friends ever. 

A sp iratio ns: I don't care as 

long as I'm happy.

M em ories: Sarah Mason. 

Asp iratio ns: To be as 

awesome as Sarah Mason 

(she's paying me to do this).

PHILIPPA CAM PBELL ROXANNE FRASER SARAH OLIVER

M em ories: Cramped common 

room on cold days, Matric 

cookies, friends, hilarious 

questions after Renee Raff's 

infamous talks, Orange 

River, exchange with Ali to 

Singapore, study periods. 

Aspirations: Never live 

with regret, achieve all I set 

out to do.

M em ories: Umfolozi and our 

newfound friend Doug, the 

scooper. Trying to unblock 

Facebook. The laughs shared 

with friends in a common 

room over a half-eaten, stale 

raisin biscuit.

Aspirations: "Laugh as much 

as you breathe and love as 

long as you live."

M em ories: Matric dance, 

the first day of high school, 

meeting new people and 

feeling slightly older. It was 

a little daunting as we were 

small fish in big ponds. 

Asp iratio ns: To get a degree 

in fashion and travel the 

world. I would love to visit 

Vietnam, Milan, Croatia and 

many more places.

M em ories: Mr HB's rusks, 

having to state our names 

for marks in an LO exam and 

getting it wrong, Hannah 

Knight doing an Afrikaans 

book review on the dictionary 

in Grade 7.

Asp iratio ns: To discover a 

new species of snail and/or 

a remote breed of two-toed 

sloth.

M em ories: Matric dance, 

Inter-house singing, living 

in the music block, walks to 

Cavendish, and all the smiles 

and laughter.

Aspirations: To make a 

positive change in the world 

by doing what I love, even if 

it's making a new person smile 

each day.
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SARAH V ER STER _________________________

M em ories: Orange River, 

boarder's raid 2008, the 

dreaded Enrichment Essay 

and the Ilex tree funeral 

are a few of my favourite 

memories from Herschel. 

Aspirations: I will hopefully 

be studying a BSc at UCT and 

later qualify to be a doctor/ 

teacher/geneticists.. .  

something along those lines.

SIVIWE M N G X A L I............................................................................

M em ories: Getting a mentee 

(Lauren Spokes). 

Aspirations: Not getting 

married, no children, study 

law at UCT, travel the world 

starting with Africa, retiring 

at 40.

TAMSYN EDDY

M em ories: Tutor periods 

with Lerisha Chetty, the Matric 

dance, when Rolt won Inter­

house singing in 2009. 

A sp iratio n : To be an actress.

SHANNON SCHOLTZ

M em ories: GYLC, an eye­

opening experience. Matric • 

dance, the most magical night 

of my life. Singing to the 

Ilex tree, friends, Merriman, 

basketball coach (Ange), 

English with Ms Baws and the 

Matric common room. 

Aspirations: "The future 

depends on what we do in the 

present."- Mahatma Gandhi

SOPHIE STRATTON THAAKIRAH SATTAR

M em ories: GYLC, Umfolozi 

and night watch, Matric 

dance, the best accounting 

class, Inter-house singing, the 

common room smell, running 

to Ms Burden's lessons, hour- 

long breaks with friends. 

A sp iratio ns: Take chances.

M e m ories: Matric dance, 

Khanyi's flashing moments 

in business, common room 

biscuits, Alina: Imma 

Obama you;

A sp ira tio n : To become 

successful in whatever I do.

SHAR NLEY S YLVES TER ............................................................

M em ories: Matric dance, 

2009 Inter-house plays and 

Enrichment week. 

Asp iratio ns: To become 

a forensic scientist and/or 

pathologist.

TANIKA H O F F M A N ............................................................................

M em ories: Hannah and I 

thinking we were locked out 

of Ms Parker's class for an 

entire double, only to discover 

the class was in the computer 

room. Frees. Going surfing 

after school.

Asp iratio ns: To travel the 

world with my surfboards 

and compete in the World 

Surfing Tour.

VICTORIA D ELB R ID 6 E ...................................................................

M e m ories: 4th team 

hockey.. .  or lack thereof, the 

photocopy machine, Matric 

d a n c e -th e  fountain. 

A sp iratio ns: To meet 

Franko, to travel the world, 

to meet a real blaslon and to 

sell photos of Liv when she 

becomes famous.

SIBUSISIWE MASEKO TAMMY DE KLERK VUYOLW ETHU MROXISO

M em ories: I probably will 

never forget the way the 

Matrics of 2010 loved food. 

From Grade 8 to Grade 12 , the 

indescribable pandemonium 

cupcakes and popcorn would 

create is something I will 

never forget.

Asp iratio ns: To travel 

extensively around Africa 

and to be happy.

M em ories: My terrific 

teachers, faithful friends, 

Prep School Market Days, 

Enrichment, Inter-house 

competitions, chorale even­

songs, Interact events 

and Godspell, cabaret and 

Footloose.

A sp iratio ns: I hope to be 

happy, make others happy 

and to follow my passions.

M e m o rie s: The Matric dance, 

Merriman winning almost 

all the house events this year 

and the unforgettable 2008 

boarding house raid. 

A sp iratio n s: Become a 

chartered accountant. Travel 

the world. Get married.

Have children. Build and run 

a number of orphanages 

around Africa.

SIVENKOSIGUBANGXA

M em ories: Sharing every last 

memory of high school with 

my best friends, Xhosa lessons, 

Inter-house singing practices 

and performing night, 

breaking into the common 

room, playing soccer in the 

driveway, drama practical and 

Kylie's lunch.

TARRYN HORNER

M em ories: Mr Karstens' 

classes, Raina's'ethical' 

business methods to get a 

Bentley, Mr Scott's indoor 

practices, St Mary's hockey 

tour, getting into freezing 

pools, the Night o f the Cherry 

Blossoms, Mrs Botha -  my 

second mum.

Asp iratio n s: Spo rt. . .  We'll 

see where that takes me.

YO N K ES OG A

M e m o rie s: Matric dance, the 

friendly atmosphere and how 

it is in to do well academically. 

A sp iratio n s: Herschel 

has made me realise that 

people who say life is not 

worthwhile are really saying 

that they themselves have no 

worthwhile personal goals. 

One should always have 

something to look forward to, 

to work for and to hope for.
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VAL
BY MS BRONWEN PARKER

Every year since 1922, a Grade Head or 

Principal has stood in front of a group of 

Matriculants offering them advice about life 

beyond the confines of school and bidding 

them a hasty farewell before dashing into 

the staffroom for champagne. Nothing has 

changed since 1922 with regard to the hasty 

farewell and the champagne. However, the 

world is a very different place today.

At valedictory in 1922, Miss Ralph (the first 

Headmistress) would possibly have instructed 

the girls on how to be successful wives and 

mothers and would have probably given them 

The Good W ifi’s Guide as a parting gift. Their 

entire education would have focused on lessons 

in etiquette, deportment, sewing, cooking and 

piano. This training ultimately would have 

‘allowed them to cater for their husband’s 

comfort which would in turn have provided 

them with immense personal satisfaction’.

What advice do I give a group of 21st century 

women who are intelligent, independent, 

technologically savvy and who have had the 

benefit of a world-class education?

As you get older, you will find yourself 

saying: “If only I had known then, what I 

know now,” or “Why didn’t they tell me that 

at school?” So in order to provide answers to 

some of these questions I asked journalist, 

Marianne Thamm, to post this question on 

her Facebook wall: What do you wish your 

teachers had told you about life before you left 

school? Marianne kicked off the discussion 

by saying: “The world owes you nothing, 

nothing is ever personal and the friendships 

and connections that you make (no matter 

how problematic) form steps on the ladder to 

wherever you are heading.”

In response, Marc Lottering insisted that 

you know “that when a bank eventually offers 

you a bond, that they are not talking about a 

warm, emotional attachment”.

One of my favourite responses, came from 

journalist, Jennifer Crocker, who was given 

the following advice about life in her senior 

year by nuns: “If you are ever forced to sit 

on boy’s lap, you must have the following -  a 

newspaper, a pin and a whistle. The newspaper 

is to put on his lap, the pin is to be driven into 

his thigh should he become too frolicsome 

and the whistle is to blow for help should the 

pin not work.” The nuns also told Jennifer 

that wearing good underwear was essential in 

case she were ever in a car accident. Jennifer’s

advice to you is that “things in life will be 

harder than you expect, but there will be such 

moments of magnificence that the hard times 

will almost be cancelled out”.

Today marks the end of your comfort 

zone and where your independent adult life 

begins. School is not the be-all-and-end-all, 

but merely a step in the Seven Ages of Man 

as described by William Shakespeare. Who 

you were in school will not define you for 

the rest of your life. Cherish your memories 

of Herschel, the friends that you made, the 

difficult times you never thought that you 

would get through and the subsequent lessons 

that you learned about yourself.

Daily living has a way of consuming your 

life -  so take time to smell the roses, enjoy the 

sunset, rock the baby, cuddle the cat and all 

those everyday joys that you only appreciate 

once the roses have wilted, the sun hurts your 

ageing eyes, the baby has grown up and the 

cat has gone on to hunt amongst the stars.

In closing, I’d like to read what is on a sign 

inside Mother Teresa’s Children’s home in 

Calcutta and it is entitled :

D o it Anyway
People are often unreasonable, illogical and

self-centered; Forgive them anyway. 
I f  you are kind, people may accuse,you o f selfish,

ulterior motives; Be kind  anyway.

I f  you are suecessfitl, you w ill win some false firends 

and some true enemies; Succeed any y.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you, 

Be honest and frank anyway. .

W hat you spend years building, someone cou 

destroy overnight; B u ild  anyway.

I f  y o u  fin d  seren ity a n d  happiness, they m ay
be jealous; Be happy anyway.

T h e good  yo u  do today, people w ill often  

forget tom orrow ; D o good anyw ay.

Give the world the best you have, 

and it may never be enough;

Give the world the best yo u ’ve got anyway. 

You see, in the fin a l analysis, 

it is between you and your God;

It  was never between you and them anyway.
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Grade 1 to12 at Herschel

1 a a .

1 *3rST -H r* ;» < ^ m
J p f l l

FRONT ROW: M r B Probyn, A Morris, F Barker, N Gubb, S Allderman, E van Heerden, K Little M ID D LE ROW: L Bolus, A  Snoek, N Scholtz, CJovanovski, C Andrews, A  Hardcastle 

BACK ROW: A Dramat, S Mason, A Dare, T  de Klerk, 0 Barlow, K Gibbs, D Thurling, L  Shacksnovis AB SENT: C Gubb, A van Zyl

Old Herschelians and Grade 12 daughters

FRONT ROW: Nicole Durand, Carla Gubb, Nicola Gubb, Derry-Ann Thurling and Nikita Montlake BACK R O W : Mrs Jill de Kock, grandmother o f Nicole Elizabeth Gub 

Lerisse Thurling and Suzanne Ackerman Berman, mother o f Nikita
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n
tanding here today in 

front of so many esteemed guests, 

parents, prize winners and teachers, 

I feel quite inadequate to speak about almost 

every topic. What I do know about, however, 

is what it is like to be a student in 2010; in the 

world today, in South Africa, and at Herschel.

THIS YEAR HAS BEEN AN 
EXTRAORDINARY ONE.
• Nature has shown her power through 

the earthquake in Haiti, the eruption 

of Iceland’s volcano and the floods in 

Pakistan.

• Science and technology have been put to 

the test in the race to stop the flow of oil 

flooding the Gulf of Mexico, and to save the 

33 miners trapped underground in Chile.

• Humanity and tolerance have grown with 

the Pope’s first ever official visit to the UK; 

and the world has been promised a removed 

of US troops from Iraq in the near future.

• Closer to home, South Africa has quelled all 

critics by staging a faultless Soccer World 

Cup and launching our nation once more 

into the global community.

As students we have experienced these 

events along with the rest of the world and 

analysed them in countless discussions and 

debates in the history classroom. Following 

in the footsteps of students around the world 

and across the centuries, we have agonised 

over the planet’s problems and proposed 

solutions to them -  from the safe confines of 

the Herschel walls.

Thirty years ago, the students of South 

Africa adopted the slogan ‘Freedom before 

Education’ and abandoned school to fight

Head Girl's Speech
EMILY VAN HEERDEN

for equality in our land. Concerned parents 

and activists changed this to ‘Education for 

Liberation’ as they recognised the dire need of 

both freedom and learning. Somewhere along 

the way, the focus seems to have changed, and 

in our new state of affairs, the protesting and 

the strikes have begun again.

Although there is freedom, many do not 

have the improved lifestyle they had hoped to 

attain, and have not received the delivery they 

expected. Once again, education is bearing the 

brunt of the discontent as strikes and protests 

have left students without schools and teachers. 

The students, who have their freedom and their 

rights, are anxious to learn, but the obstacles in 

their way have been immense. Being a student 

in South Africa in 2010 is not as easy or as 

liberating as one would have hoped.

Fortunately for most of us sitting here, 

we have not fallen prey to the whims of the 

unions or the government and have continued 

our education relatively unscathed -  

with only a couple of missed enrichment 

outings reminding us of the troubles of our 

fellow students.

Having said this, however, a Herschel girl’s 

life is not without 

its challenges. Apart 

from the everyday, 

yet important, 

concerns that we 

all have, we are 

faced with bigger 

and deeper concerns. Because of the very 

privileged education we have received, we 

have a duty and a responsibility to help the 

wider community.

Faced with the great challenges that 

lie ahead of us, it is easy to be completely 

overwhelmed. Let’s face it; saving the world 

is a pretty daunting task! And yet Herschel 

equips us so well and in so many ways, that 

we need not sink under the weight of these 

huge expectations.

EVERY DAY AT SCHOOL 
WE ARE FACED WITH 
CHALLENGES THAT WE 
HAVE TO OVERCOME.
• We work together in teams in the classroom 

and on the sports field, learning how to win

• We overcome differences as we fight and 

make up in the playground, or come to 

agreements after heated classroom debates.

• We are taught to think on our feet and to 

take the initiative.

• We learn to work hard and persevere, never 

to give up and never back down.

During our time here we are taught the most 

important values for life -  integrity, honesty, 

loyalty and compassion; being there for our 

friends and standing up for what is right.

It is these things that will enable us to cope 

with what life throws at us, to deal with every 

challenge we may face, and to overcome 

whatever obstacles may stand in our way.

In 2010, the students of the world and 

the girls of Herschel are faced with great 

challenges: a challenge to continue striving 

for a better world for all; to address the issues 

of poverty, hunger and war; to play our part 

in ensuring true equality and transparency in 

the government and freedom of the press; to 

strive towards power for women and safety for 

children; and to do everything that we do in a 

way that will sustain our beautiful Earth for 

future generations.

This might sound idealistic and the goals 

unattainable, but students should be idealistic, 

and these are certainly ideals worth striving 

for. Like the students of South Africa 30 years 

ago, we too can make a difference to improve 

the society in which we live.

I believe that if every girl at Herschel, every 

student in South Africa, and all the students 

across the world, each made one contribution 

in whatever way they could, these goals, which 

seem insurmountable, could be achieved.

It was once said, “Behind us is infinite 

power, before us is endless possibility, around 

us is boundless opportunity.” As Herschel 

girls we have been given infinite power 

through our education. Our years here have 

given us all the tools we need, not only for

success, but for service. There are no limits to 
with humility and lose graciously. what we can do

{
Faced with the great challenges 
that lie ahead o f us, it is easy to 

be completely overwhelmed
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CHAPEL
Chapel has been at the centre of our school life

BY BOB COMMIN

ur confirmation 

\  service took place at 

the beginning of the 

/ first term. We were 

thrilled to welcome 

Bishop Eric Pike to 

confirm our girls. 

Some 17 girls were confirmed at an evening 

service in our chapel at a very moving and 

inspiring service. Bishop Eric called upon 

all of us to follow the advice of St Paul to 

Timothy, and to ‘fan into flame the gift of 

God, which is in you through the laying on 

of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and 

of self-discipline.’ (2Tim.3:6-7)

Founder’s Day is a day of remembrance 

when old Herschelians return to the crucible 

of their education and wonder at their fife’s 

journey. It is a time when the school expands 

into its past and we are aware of our history. 

The Old Herschelians came forward in the 

service to build a cross of flowers, bringing 

their memories, some sad ones, but many 

good reflections of times past. Slowly a wire 

cross was transformed into a beautiful cross 

of flowers. The Rev Natalie Simons-Arendse,

Chaplain, St Cyprian’s Girls’ School, preached 

the sermon.

Once again, this year, we rang the peace bell 

during Lent. It was rung every day at 12 noon. 

There was a silence in both schools for two 

minutes. We invited people to use this time to 

pray for world peace, and to acknowledge that 

‘Peace starts with me’. This little practice has 

come to stay.

introduction of the marimbas at the end of the 

service to create the mood of resurrection joy. 

The congregation literally went out with joy!

We now have a number of prayer groups: 

our mums and a dad group that meets on 

Friday mornings; a girls’ group; a teachers’ 

group in the senior school and a prep school 

group. It is lovely to know that there is a 

rhythm of prayer in and around our school.

It is lovely to know that there is a rhythm  
o f prayer in and around our school

We also experimented with meditations 

before writing exams. We played music and 

relaxed and kept a silence which could be used 

for prayer. The girls who came found this very 

helpful. It was encouraging to see some of the 

younger girls coming to these sessions.

One of the highlights for me was our Easter 

Service in the theatre. It was a rendering of 

The Passion in words, hymns, and song. There 

were choral and congregational presentations. 

It was fully participatory and deeply moving. 

I can still hear the words of the soloist as she 

sang: “Were you there when they crucified 

my Lord”. This year’s special feature was the

One special blessing this year was the 

emergence of Vision, a singing group who 

accompanied our worship and who sang on 

special occasions. These girls and FISH also 

arranged special Praise Services.

My thanks to Sarah Oliver, our Head 

Sacristan, and our team of Sacristans, Claire 

Lofthouse, Nozipo Mthembu, Lisa-Maree 

Voss, Jennifer Armstrong and Qaqamba 

Dunywa, who serve in the chapel and help to 

prepare all our services, and to our team of 

lay ministers, Bruce Probyn, Denise Baws and 

Tessa Steyn, who share in the ministry to our 

young people, k
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2010 has been a busy 
year for Herschel’s 
Christian Union. FISH 
(Faithful In Serving 
Him) has successfully 
attempted some different 
things and continued 
with our termly and 
weekly favourite events.

BY MISCHA SMITH

n our breaktime meetings 

we’ve enjoyed singing 

worship together, covered 

topics like the Holy Spirit, 

had Q&A sessions and 

been able to connect with 

girls in different grades. In 

the first term, we enjoyed a pizza evening 

with Christian Unions from SACS, Bishops, 

Rondebosch, Rustenburg and St Cyprian’s.

We met every Wednesday morning in the 

chapel to pray together. This prayer meeting 

has grown from two or three girls meeting 

in the chapel to up to 12 girls meeting to be 

refreshed and refocused on God and sharing 

testimonies.

In the second term we had the privilege 

of organising a praise service for the whole 

school. It was a great success and after lots 

of positive feedback, it was decided that this 

would be an annual FISH event. In the last 

week of term, a band came to play in the 

Mary Jagger and we listened to good music 

and listened to a speaker from Church on 

Main speak about relationships and God’s 

love for us.

Our annual camp with Bishops took place 

at the beginning of the third term and it was, 

once again, a time to build friendships and 

deepen our knowledge of God. There were 

challenging workshops and reflective and 

joyful times of worship. The talks covered 

themes such as ‘The Father’, ‘Heart of God’

and ‘Faith in community’.

For quite some time, we have wanted to 

see FISH reaching out beyond our Herschel 

community. I am excited to say that this 

year we have completed our first outreach 

project. Upon hearing that there was a 

Sunday School that needed a little sprucing 

up, our interest was sparked. We had a cake 

sale to raise funds and spent some time 

painting a mural of Noah’s Ark for the wall. 

The Sunday School room at Plumstead 

Methodist church is now kitted out with 

posters, tables, stationery and even a jumbo­

sized puzzle of Daniel in the Lion’s Den. 

We handed over our contributions formally 

to the whole church and organised a party 

to enjoy the redecorated room with the 

children for the first time.

We also led an assembly at the Preparatory 

School with an object lesson, Bible reading 

and prayer. There was lots of laughter and 

it was a fun time of connecting with the 

younger Herschel girls.

Each term has brought new and exciting 

things with it and God has been faithful to 

us through all of it, blessing us richly as we 

have sought to honour Him. I have the most

amazing committee to thank for making it 

an absolute pleasure to lead FISH. Thank 

you to Jessica Boolsen for organising and 

leading a brilliant camp, Sarah Oliver, 

Alison Rothman, Lisa Voss, Qaqamba 

Dunywa, Ilse-Lee van Niekerk, Sarah 

Wewege and Lize-Mari Doubell. I’d also 

like to thank Mrs Oelofse and Miss Johnson 

for giving up so much of their time and 

supporting and encouraging us the way they 

have. I trust that God will work through all 

of you in amazing ways in 2011.
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j lot has been accomplished 

I with regard to Outreach 

this year. Camille Slabber 

J has taken the opportunity 

to launch a new Outreach 

Programme called the 

Big Sisters Club, which has been remarkably 

successful. A new awards system has also 

been implemented in order to award girls who 

are truly committed to helping others. We 

were fortunate enough to be able to bring the 

circus to St Louis School for the second year 

in a row, thanks to a generous donation from 

the Ackerman family.

Thank you to all the girls that volunteered 

this year. The Outreach Programme would 

never have been as successful without their 

dedication, but most importantly I would like 

to thank Ms van Blerk for her loyalty to the 

programme. Without her this would never 

have been possible. I would like to wish the 

new committee members and the new Head 

of Outreach a successful year ahead. I am 

very confident that they will do a superb job.

HISTORY LESSONS
BY PHILIPPA SHARPLES
Every Thursday afternoon a group of 20 

dedicated Thandokhulu learners come to 

Herschel to learn about world history and, in 

particular, the various sections of the Matric 

history syllabus. Aided in this endeavour by 

the able Mrs Grové and Mrs Tomazos, this 

group has worked very hard all year. Their 

source-based answering skills and essay-writing 

abilities have been stretched and improved 

upon and their knowledge base expanded.

These weekly sessions have provided an 

opportunity for much-needed practise and 

revision as these pupils prepare for their final

exams. I thoroughly enjoyed helping out and 

watching each pupil’s confidence grow.

ART LESSONS
BY RACHEL POTTER
Outreach Art offers Grade 7 learners from 

Kewtown Primary School and Herschel 

girls from all grades the opportunity to have 

fun and get to know each other whilst doing 

interesting and creative projects. The girls 

and learners have made numerous works 

of art including frames, cards, jewellery, let­

ters and paintings, to name a few. This activ­

ity takes place on Monday afternoons and 

is a wonderful opportunity for all Herschel 

girls to get involved, as it is an incredibly 

rewarding project.

COMPUTER LESSONS
BY CHRISTINA VAN DER MERWE
Every Wednesday, Outreach Computers is held 

at school offering 20 Grade 11 learners from 

Thandokhulu High School the opportunity to 

learn how to use a computer efficiently. Every 

week a different aspect of using a computer 

is covered, and by the end of the programme 

we hope learners feel confident to utilise their 

newly acquired skills. Technology has formed 

a very important role in our society, which 

makes this skill essential in order to keep up 

with the demands of modem society.

DRAMA LESSONS
BY OLIVIA BARLOW 
This year in Outreach Drama a small group 

of Herschel girls worked together with a 

group of Grade 11 and 12 students from 

Thandokhulu. We have worked with a 

variety of confidence-building techniques 

and improvisation exercises throughout the

year and we are currently working on a piece 

scripted by the students themselves. The aim 

of Outreach Drama is to help the students to 

improve their confidence, learn new skills and 

have fun! It has been enriching and a fun-filled 

experience for all involved. *



CATERING LESSONS
BY ALISON ROTHMAN

; Every Wednesday after school, 16 

; Herschel girls join with 16 girls and boys 

• from Thandokhulu High School and 

j spend time cooking together. We make 

; tasty savoury and sweet dishes while incor- 

; porating culinary skills, which will be

helpful to students who wish to cook at 

home. This hour and a half is greatly 

enjoyed by all involved, not only because 

of the tasty rewards but also because of 

the interaction with students from a diff­

erent background.

(ST MARY'S INTERACTIVE 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE)
BY USA PATERSON

Every Tuesday afternoon a group of 16 

Herschel girls and 48 Grade 5 learners from 

St Louis Primary School in Langa meet 

in the Mary Jagger Hall for SMILE. The 

SMILE programme involves developing 

the English speaking, reading and writing 

skills of the primary school learners. During 

our Tuesday afternoon sessions each group 

works through four, 20-minute sessions 

with different modules. These modules 

include activities such as poems, dialogues, 

crosswords and memory games based on a 

variety of themes ranging from the circus to 

musical instruments. The Herschel girls have 

noticed a great improvement in the learners’ 

conversational and writing skills. All our girls 

enjoy participating in the SMILE programme. 

I would like to thank the facilitators, Ms 

Bev Labia (ex-parent), Ms Karen Levett, 

Ms Jennifer Burke and Ms Bernice Pillay for 

their contribution in making this programme 

a success. *
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JUMP HI
(JUNIOR UNDISCOVERED MATHS PRODIGIES HERSCHEL INITIATIVE)
BY NADINE TIMMER

The school that participated in our JUMP HI 

programme this year was Rosmead Primary 

School in Claremont. Forty Grade 5 and 6 

learners attended our programme on Thursday 

afternoons from 2.30pm to 4.15pm. On arrival 

they are given a sandwich and juice.

JUMP HI allows for the interaction 

and teaching of maths to students from a 

disadvantaged school. It is a one-on-one

situation where a Herschel girl is paired 

with a student and she then becomes their 

‘teacher’ for the remainder of the term. 

JUMP HI provides the perfect environment 

in which girls can make a difference through

something so small, and feel good by the 

end of the session. The girls work through 

modules which are prepared by Mrs Raine, a 

wonderful and enthusiastic volunteer who is 

always ready to help. The modules allow for 

continual practises of areas where a student 

might be struggling, and the Herschel girls are 

always eager to show how well their student is 

doing! JUMP HI not only provides the basis

on which girls can form special bonds with 

students from a disadvantaged school, it is 

known to have rapid and long-lasting effects. 

The increase in maths marks of the students 

is highly noticeable, which leaves the Herschel

girls with a sense of pride in their cause and 

confirmation that they have made a difference 

in someone’s life.

JUMP HI-W ESTLAKE
Our JUMP HI Programmein Westlake is doing 

extremely well with more than 70 learners from 

Grade 4 to 6 from different schools attending 

on Wednesday afternoons. Volunteers from the 

Constantia Catholic Church 

Senior Group, Mrs Marjorie 

Cowling (ex-Herschel

teacher) and learners from 

Springfield Convent provide 

food for the learners before 

starting their lessons. Thanks to Mrs Dorothy 

Raine and her team for the wonderful work 

she has done for the community.

These programmes are funded by the 

Ackerman Foundation. ~k

girls cai 
sm all c

provides the perfect environment in which 
ike a difference through something so 
feelgood by the end o f1‘the session
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Atrium in which girls could deposit 

clothing. These goods are sold at a nominal 

fee to individuals who wish to start their 

own businesses. The proceeds generated 

support for the Grade 12 learners from 

disadvantaged schools to attend a Saturday 

School Programme at UCT.

KEWTOWN PRIMARY 
SCHOOL LIBRARY
For many years the headmaster and staff 

of Kewtown had a dream to have their 

own school library. The late Ms Claudine 

Williams started to work in the library 

about two years ago when she approached 

Herschel for some assistance in making this 

dream come true. Herschel girls collected 

books, painted desks outside the library 

in bright colours, donated paints to paint 

the walls and ceiling and donated shelving 

and carpets. Mrs Shealagh Ryan (our ex­

librarian) volunteered to sort and catalogue 

the books, with the help of Lara Sadler 

(Old Herschelian). They worked for about 

eight weeks to get the library ready for the 

opening day and on 19 July 2010, the library 

at Kewtown Primary School was officially 

opened by Mr Bruce Probyn. 9r

The Outreach Committee, Herschel girls, 

staff and volunteers played a vital part 

in the co-ordination of all the Outreach 

Programmes. The past year has been a very 

successful year with all our programmes 

being well supported by the Herschel girls. 

Our girls enjoy the interaction with learners 

from different schools and cultures. I would 

like to thank each and everyone for their 

dedication and commitment this past year.

Apart from the projects mentioned by the 

Outreach leaders, we also co-ordinated the 

following:

MATHS CLASSES
Extra maths lessons for Grade 12 learners 

from Langa High School are held on Friday 

afternoons. Our own Herschel girls and Mrs 

Michelle van Schalkwyk facilitate these 

classes.

SANDWICHES
I would like to thank all the Herschel learners 

for bringing sandwiches every Tuesday 

morning to feed the learners at Kewtown

Primary and St Louis Primary. The 

learners at these schools really appreciate 

the sandwiches as some of them don’t have 

breakfast or anything to eat for the day.

CLOTHING BANK
This year we were fortunate to receive a 

donation of 1500 pairs of brand new grey 

school pants from the Clothing Bank in 

Salt River. (Mrs Tracy Gilmore started 

the Clothing Bank in February this year 

and they receive donations of new clothes 

from various companies.) We donated the 

pants to schools and children’s homes such 

as Rosmead Primary School, Kewtown 

Primary, St Louis Primary, Thandokhulu 

High, Westlake, Vrygrond, Leliebloem 

Home, and Margaret’s House.

RAGS TO RICHES
This is one of our new projects which started 

at the beginning of the year. The project 

forms part of Shawco at UCT. Our girls were 

asked to donate any clothing and shoes. 

A Rags to Riches bin was placed in our

A WORD 
FROM GILLIAN 
VAN BLERK:

CO ORE IN TO
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INTERACT
The Interact Club is a channel through which Herschel girls are able 

to provide others with the opportunity to live life to the fullest.
BY TAMMY DE KLERK

t has continued to be a 

wonderful way to make 

friends across the grades, 

while simultaneously 

becoming more aware of 

the Cape Town community. 

When reviewing the year, it 

is gratifying to see that the Interact Club makes 

a difference to the lives of many individuals.

The Club focuses on working together with 

community-based institutions on activities 

that occur weekly, once a term or annually. 

Sandwich-making for the Save the Children’s 

Fund is a regular event and the proceeds from 

the fortnightly hotdog and cake sales go toward 

funding other Interact events.

Throughout the year, collection drives called 

for donations from the school community of 

stationery and textbooks, new socks, facecloths 

and good second-hand books which were 

handed over to the appropriate organisations.

Interact also brightened up the environment 

at three children’s creches by painting and 

donating colourful Disney wall canvases.

On a sweeter note, delicious brownies were 

baked and given to four good causes, including 

Alexander Hospital and Herschel’s estate and 

maintenance staff to show that Interact cares.

Street collections were held in support 

of St Luke’s Hospice, The Cerebral Palsy 

Association, Grey Ladies, the People’s 

Dispensary for Sick Animals and the Red 

Cross Children’s Hospital. Interact raised 

thousands of rands for these needy causes.

Between 2009 and 2010 Interact ran and 

supported eight main events. The first was the 

Alexandra Home One-to-One day in Maitland 

at which Interact ran a beanbag-throwing and 

a block-stacking activity. The girls participated 

and interacted with enthusiasm and were 

warmly received.

Herschel Interact troopers helped raise 

R500 for Huis Luckhoff, a home for the elderly, 

through selling handmade goods and painting 

faces. At the same time a second team manned

a tombola stand, stocked with exciting prizes 

donated by the Herschel community, at the 

Marsh Memorial Children’s Home.

During the festive season the girls dressed 

up in Christmas hats and, with red cheeks, 

provided some Christmas cheer at Huis 

Nuweland, a home for the elderly, by singing 

carols, accompanied by guitars and musical 

Christmas shakers.

In December, Interact held the annual 

Christmas Party. Thirty children from Christine 

Revell and Marsh Memorial Children’s Homes 

attended. Every child received a party pack 

on arrival and the afternoon was filled with 

fun activities which included face painting, 

card making, play dough, pass the parcel and 

decorating biscuits. The highlight was the 

arrival of Father Christmas (aka Mr Probyn) 

with a gift for each child.

Herschel Interact joined the Bishops and 

Sans Souci Interact Clubs for the annual 

Fun Frenzy. This fun day for children from 

disadvantaged communities was sponsored 

by the Claremont Rotary Club. About 50 

Herschel girls participated and children from 

Leliebloem and Heatherdale Children’s Homes 

were invited.

Members of Interact, once again, acted as 

gatekeepers at the start of the Cape Argus 

Cycle Tour. Twenty-five girls participated

in this event and Claremont Rotary Club 

complimented the girls on their cool, calm 

and professional approach.

Interact hosted an Easter Party for children 

from Christine Revell and Leliebloem 

Children’s Homes. A lot of fun was had with 

activities such as an Easter egg hunt, pass- 

the-parcel, decorating biscuits, playing with 

playdough and colouring in. The highlight of

the day was a visit by the Easter Bunny, one of 

the Interactors in costume.

This year the Interact Committee joined 

15 girls from a home of safekeeping, who 

attend the LEAP School, for tenpin bowling 

and lunch. The Committee also joined them 

on another weekend for a creative morning 

of arts and crafts. These girls very seldom 

have the opportunity of going anywhere 

over the weekend and Interact plan to spend 

one Saturday a term with them in a fun and 

enjoyable way.

A highlight for many Interactors was 

certainly the Mini World Cup Soccer 

Tournament, held in the Sport’s Centre where 

Ajax Football Club and 50 children from 

various children’s homes joined forces with the 

Interactors to create a fun-filled and exciting 

afternoon of soccer.

Finally, Herschel Interact joined several 

other community organisations and schools 

for Cape Town’s One-to-One Day at the Good 

Hope Centre. Herschel’s stall once again 

provided block-building and beanbag-throwing 

activities. The girls’ enthusiastic interaction 

and encouragement of the disabled visitors was 

truly inspirational.

The variety of causes that Interact has been 

involved in between 2009 and 2010 has meant 

that Herschel girls have served many different

sectors of the community: from children to the 

elderly. It has been a privilege to witness the 

efforts of girls looking for a greater purpose in 

life, one which requires them to live not only 

for themselves but to live for the fulfilment of 

the hopes and needs of others. Over the past 

year the Interact Family has brought many 

smiles to many faces, creating long-lasting 

memories! tfr

When reviewing the year, it is gratifying 1 
to see that the Interact Club makes a / 

difference to the lives o f many individuals )

48 THE HERSCHELIAN 2010



2010

2010 THE HERSCHELIAN 49



BY SARAH VERSTER

This year has brought many changes to the 

Boarding House, the most significant of 

which was the incredible addition of the new 

showers and dorms. This year we have had 

the pleasure of hosting three exchange girls: 

Alexis Dewet’s partner, Francie, arrived first, 

in July, from America and will be followed 

by Catherine Jeffery’s partner, Sonia, from 

Colombia, and Amelia’s partner, from Hong 

Kong at the beginning of next year. We

currently have a full house, which includes 

eight Grade 8s, seven Grade 9s, eight Grade 

10s, five Grade 11s and five Matrics -  with 

some hostel boarders popping in every now 

and then.

This year has been a busy and stressful year 

for the Matrics, especially with the unusually

long June/July holidays, which put pressure on 

the timing of the syllabus but we till managed 

thanks to the wonderful support from our 

fellow boarders and especially the staff.

There are many people who are owed 

thanks because of the work they have done 

in order to keep the boarding house running 

smoothly. I would like to say a huge thank 

you to the kitchen staff: to Ms Keating who 

is always seen with a smile on her face and to 

the ladies who are always there for a hug or 

a quick chat.

I would also like to thank Ms Jacobs and 

Ms Malouw, the ladies who are responsible 

for keeping our home away from home 

as clean as possible. Mr Scott and the 

maintenance team have had a challenge this 

year with the expansion of the Boarding 

House but they have done an amazing job 

and we all appreciate the daily touch-ups that 

they do so willingly.

I would, of course, like to thank Ms 

Meyer for her hard work and dedication to

the girls and Ms Knott for her commitment 

to the safety and well-being of the girls. 

Lastly I would like to thank Ms Clarke and 

Ms Baws for always paying special attention 

to the boarders and Mr Probyn for always 

keeping an eye on us and for making all the 

various improvements possible. This year has 

been truly amazing but it would never have 

happened without their help.

I look forward to visiting Arderne House 

in the future to see all the girls that I will 

miss so much next year. I have loved getting 

to know them and I am confident that only 

good things will happen to these wonderful 

girls who have acted as my extended family. I 

must also personally thank Anë van Rooyen 

and Yuyo Mroxiso, my two deputies, who 

have helped me through thick and thin -I 

thank you for all your help. I will look back 

at my memories of the boarding with much 

affection -  especially the Christmas dinners, 

pizza and movie nights, secret late night chats

FRONT ROW: K Ngambu, L  Lingens, Mrs J Knott, S Verster, Mrs C Meyer, V  Mroxiso, S Mngxali SECOND ROW : K Whitfield, Z  Ndzekeni, K de Mey Q Dunywe B Gerryts 

M r B Probyn, R Blumberg, S Park, S Rutherford, S Kim, J Wessels THIRD ROW: C van der Merwe, K Parker, F Fitzgerald, A Bergh, B do Carmo, A de Wet, a 'H ayes T  Nelo A  Bailey 

N Lamani FOURTH ROW: M Parker, C Jeffery, L  Earl, G Gordon, J Steyn, A  Jacobs, L  de Wet, D McOwen.
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Aimee Morris ▼ Carly Andrews Catherine Lourandos
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CREATIVITY 2010

■ Frances Barker

■ Lucie Bestall

▼ Ariadne Snof

-*■ Danielle Parkfelt
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-*■ Emma Marais ▼ Natalie Scholtz ▼ Julia Buchanan
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Raveena Manga
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-»• Nikita Montlake

N icole Lester

Catherine Rudolph
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+  Shannon Scholtz
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CREATIVE

11111101
"A LIFE SPENT CRYING OVER SOMETHING THAT YOU 
CANNOT CHANGE IS A WASTED LIFE."
RACHEL POTTER GRADE 11

June 2008 Vogue

magazine, the self-

proclaimed ‘thinking girl’s 

bible to fashion’, announced 

the perfect interview outfit. 

This miraculous ensemble 

claimed to give the best 

possible impression at any job one could 

perhaps apply for (keeping in mind that 

such a prestigious magazine would not 

consider anything less than a secretarial 

position a job) -  this impression being that of 

a mature, intelligent and feminine woman. 

As predicted, 50 000 women went online 

that day to purchase the miraculous Calvin 

Klein skirt-suit.

Kate was one of these women, buying 

the suit for an interview with Vogue. Kate 

loved clothes but she had a figure that did 

not wear high fashion, which frustrated her 

intensely. She wore mostly black dresses and 

coats to cover up. Buying the deep blue skirt- 

suit had been a huge risk, but the article had 

promised it suited everybody.

Unsurprisingly, the article was wrong. 

Kate took one look at herself and felt lumpy. 

The material gripped in all the wrong places, 

exposing flaws she had spent years covering 

up. She could not stop crying, hating herself, 

hating being fat and hating Jake, who kept 

saying she was beautiful. Something needed 

to be done. She whipped through magazine 

diets before finding one that promised 10kg 

lost in a month. She ate only vegetables. She 

ran obsessively, spending hours late at the 

gym, missing dinners out with Jake, family 

reunions and friends’ birthdays whilst she 

ran for the job she was sure she would get.

She did not get it; but she did not find out 

before telling Jake she no longer needed him,

after he had confronted her about her lack of 

support. The polite rejection letter flooded 

sanity into her head -  but too late to beg him 

for forgiveness before he found someone else 

to love. In despair, Kate gave up clothes, 

blaming them for everything, whilst returning 

to university to study accounting. For the life 

of her, she did not know why: she hated maths.

A few years later she spotted one of her 

interviewers. Surprisingly, she remembered 

Kate and came up to speak to her, mentioning 

that she had wanted to hire her but the other 

editors had not. Kate was inclined to ask 

why the others had felt she was not qualified.

The reply was, “Oh, something silly about 

your outfit, about it being outdated. They felt 

as a fashion writer you needed to be more 

current than last month’s trends. You looked 

perfectly nice to me.”

THE END
CATARINA MONTEIRO GRADE 12

e peered into 

the sink, eyes 

circling the 

drain which 

had decayed 

to a rusted 

pallor beyond 

its time. The tap dripped, releasing minute 

capsules of liquid with an admirable fortitude. 

The water was caught by his finger. Resisting 

the ridges of his nail it nestled in the crease 

that ran down from his cuticle.

The mirrored cabinet was blotched in 

patches. It was as if someone had wilfully 

peeled away parts of it, leaving behind a 

dank and ashen shadow of its former glory.

He watched his image swerve towards him 

and break in two, exposing the interior of 

the neatly packed bathroom cabinet. Tens 

of bottles of elixirs lined the three shelves, 

all promising similarly to shed years, clear 

power and fulfill every man’s desire to smell, 

look and feel good. He was beginning to have 

qualms about whether this could really be the 

place that served for a man’s morning routine. 

Undoubtedly modern men were becoming 

more and more like women.

He muttered disapprovingly to himself 

as he swiped at the pretentious containers 

and complicated kitsch lids. Was it not some 

sort of paradox that a man so resolute on 

appearing pretty kept his beauty assistants in 

such a derelict house?

Soon the sink cradled dozens of products 

as he sat perched on the edge of the shower- 

booth, the clichéd plastic curtain falling 

limply beside him. He could hear the chatter 

from the floor below as it slid with the moon- 

coloured glow under the door.

Five pieces of blue huddled together in his 

palm. It was perhaps peculiar to be performing 

the act there, his surrounding as unfamiliar as 

the pills in his hand. But he sought comfort in 

his discomfort. There was no way out.

His damp fingers stained the pills. 

The words that floated effortlessly from 

downstairs were now dim, merging together 

in a soothing hum of the wine and faces that 

fuelled their fluidity. There was no escape, no 

sanctuary to embrace his unwavering loss. 

As his hand swayed with detached certainty 

to his mouth he wanted to pull the thread, 

unravel the scarf of his silence and start again 

from the beginning but instead, he said, “I 

am not afraid of dying, I was never afraid of 

dying, but I am afraid of hope.”
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DOWN THE LINE
CATHERINE RUDOLPH GRADE 12

tired tomatoes. Finding vegetables in 

Zimbabwe has proven to be something of 

a challenge.

My gaze wanders outside to the small 

scraps of plastic clinging to sharp-edged 

sign corners. These remnants of shopping 

bags flutter sometimes in the gusts that 

seem to do little but shift the swaddling 

heat. In the parking lot I can see frantic, 

euphoric running as pale pinky-brown 

soles stampede through clouds of dust in 

pursuit of a worn soccer ball. The match 

seems to be played minus goal posts and 

rules and there is much shouting and 

exclamation as the bare feet thump the 

earth. Baggy T-shirts so faded by the sun 

and countless washes in soap-sand water, 

that they have all been reduced from their 

former red and navy blue hues to a tired, 

parched grey clinging to the scrawny

shoulders and collarbones of the football 

match’s participants.

The jubilantly coloured wraps of the 

women in the queue for the tap seem 

incongruous with the jean-clad taxi 

drivers. The colours speak of joyous 

celebration -  raw sienna, ochre and 

postbox red. Wait, postbox red doesn’t 

quite work: it’s the right colour, but this 

world is so far removed from anything to 

do with postboxes. Tomato red (although 

you don’t find many of those here either). 

Rust red. Blood red. Yes. Blood red seems 

more appropriate.

I move towards the check-out counter 

and the young man behind it greets me. 

His face is so dark it gleams, like polished 

mahogany wood. “Hello Madam”, a flash 

of white teeth. Do you hate me? What 

must you think? I am white. I have a nice 

car. I am going back to my lodge to eat a 

breakfast cooked by Colin, the cook, and 

collapse dramatically on to a bed made 

by Betty, the maid. I don’t even know 

their real names. Maybe that’s the only 

reason they can stand being called these 

stupid fake names (like Tealeaves, the

}
 gardener) given to 

them by ... who? 

Us? Maybe that 

makes it easier 

to separate their 

lives. At home 

they don’t have to

be Betty, the maid.

“Jakanaka,” I stammer in thanks with a 

weak smile. He flashes pearly molars back 

at me. Stupid white girl, don’t smile at me.

“Gandis,” my cousin murmurs as we 

drive off and we all laugh about it, since 

they stopped listening to my scolding. “I 

would hate white people, if I was black,” 

my other cousin says. They feel no 

remorse, no guilt. They live in a big house 

with a cook, two maids and a gardener, 

but if they didn’t, Libert, Elizabeth, Mary 

and Justice wouldn’t have jobs and Libert 

wouldn’t be able to visit his family and 

Elizabeth wouldn’t be able to get food. 

This is life. Fifty years down the line, 

50 years of redressing, reforming and 

rebuilding a broken African people. Fifty 

years after white man’s cruelty ended. 

Fifty years of freedom. And this is life.

lies buzz in 

sordid circles 

around braided 

heads, lethargic 

in the languid air.

They land and 

settle themselves 

around ears, near eyes, buzzing, 

burrowing into the scalp. Unperturbed, 

despite the occasional swat, both the flies 

and the people seem not to care. How can 

they stand it?

Dust. Dust is everywhere. The reddish 

brown kind that mingles with the sweat on 

your feet to create muddy streaks, where 

the moisture collects between the creases 

of your toes. Grime fills up the small 

fissures between the off-white linoleum 

tiles between my slip-slopped clad feet.

The open-fronted supermarket is full of 

iron shelves, mostly gaping holes where 

there have been no products to fill them.

Sugar, rice and an assortment of cereals.

These are my options.

In fact, I have been particularly lucky 

today. I stand in the queue holding my 

treasure: a limp cucumber and some

Fifty years down the line, 
50 years o f redressing, 

reforming and rebuilding 
a broken African people

QUESTIONS 
I WOULD 
LIKE TO ASK •
JENNA LOWE GRADE 9

Would the world be a better place if 

everyone was bald?

This is actually quite an interesting question if 

one really considers it. Beyond its obvious 

eccentricity, it really has more merit than a 

simple amusing query. If one ponders the con­

cept, some undeniable truths begin to emerge.

First of all, and most obviously, it would 

cut back on some opportunities for being 

superficial -  one less thing to be judged by. 

Secondly, it would most probably be more 

practical. The stone ages are over -  we like 

to think of ourselves as being quite civilised. 

Therefore, the initial need for hair to provide 

warmth has vanished.

Also related to our supreme ‘sophistication’ 

nowadays is the fact that our society is, in 

general, extremely lazy. If we had no hair it 

would be one less thing to take care of -  which 

brings the next point to light -  the haircare 

industry. Throughout the world millions are 

being spent on shampoo, conditioner, combs 

and many more instruments with which, I’m 

sure, we all have very good, long-standing 

relationships. These millions could be being 

spent on other, more important things -  such 

as charity. After all, our poor would be bald 

as well, on top of everything else they have to 

deal with.

One of the most important aspects of 

this point is the waste factor. Every day, 

helpless creatures are dying, choking on 

containers and combs. Can you imagine 

death-by-hair-straightener? It can’t be a very 

pleasant experience. If we were all bald -  

problem solved!

However, we have, as always, to consider 

the negative. I can think of only one argument, 

but it is enough to stop all contemplations of 

a hairless humanity quivering in their tracks -  

skin cancer. Millions of people wandering the 

globe with just that much more skin exposed.

Light is constantly beating down on the top 

of our skulls. Some consequence is inescapable.

It happens slowly. First you burn -  you walk 

around with a wonderfully attractive glowing 

red beacon for a head. But worse, years later, 

is the diagnosis -  the pain, the bewilderment. 

Next is the chemotherapy. No one has to know 

-  you will not have hair loss to point you out,
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but perhaps all that means is less support.

However, then there are the unlucky ones

-  the ones who don’t catch it in time. They 

would be confronted not only by pain and 

bewilderment, but also, inevitably, by a slow, 

untimely death.

I cannot weigh up the options -  both sides 

hold good points, but it certainly gives one food 

for thought on a rainy day.

If flies were immortal would they finally 

be able to get through the glass?

It is common knowledge: the delusional 

conviction of flies that they will eventually get 

through our windowpanes. Their reasoning is 

clear -  wallop the obstacle for long enough and 

it will give way. They, in their ignorance, forge 

blindly, resolutely on -  receiving absolutely 

no sign that things are changing but persisting 

stubbornly despite this. We laugh hypocritically. 

Yet have you not seen a human do just that?

Unlike flies however, we have no excuse

-  we see the open window, witness the 

enlightened pass through, but remain enclosed 

in our bubble of self-righteous obstinacy. It 

is certainly easier there -  more popular, and 

safer. A convenient cycle is created -  we force 

our opinion on others: “Batter the glass and all 

will be well!” Any subsequent doubts we might 

later experience are quickly quelled by their 

conviction in what we have told them. Perfect!

People who disagree are ridiculed, and we, 

the majority, feel secure in our masses. Our 

conscience might make a tentative appearance, 

but its soft voice is drowned out by the roar of 

the crowd. We slam against the window with 

renewed vigour.

There are greener pastures through the glass

-  as with insects, we are tantalised by the view

-  so close, yet so unreachable. By the sheer 

knowledge that it is unattainable, we know it to 

be better than what we have.

Glass is solid, unyielding. It is there and 

undeniable. The tiny body of a fly will not 

noticeably affect it. But what if the fly had 

forever? Even glass is not indestructible. 

Constant battering might make a miniscule 

difference. Could an infinitesimal fault appear? 

Would it give way after years of assault? They, 

poor things, can’t see another option. For their 

sake let us hope...

But what I wonder is -  what if there are 

some gaping windows that even humanity can’t 

distinguish? If, like flies, we perceive only one 

approach: head on.

Is there hope? If we throw ourselves 

relentlessly at the looming barrier... will we 

prosper? Or will we end up dead, curled upside 

down on the windowsill?

DESPERATE MEASURES
SOPHIE STRATTON GRADE 12

h. My. God. My head 

was spinning and I felt 

the nausea starting to 

set in. How could this be 

happening to me? What 

did I ever do to deserve this? There must 

have been some mistake! I took a deep 

breath and mustered up the courage to 

glance down again. Big mistake. There it 

was again: that big fat bright red double­

digit warning sign. I immediately averted 

my gaze and stepped off the bathroom 

scales. I turned to look in the mirror and all 

of my worst fears were suddenly confirmed 

at once.

There could be no more denying the fact 

that copious amounts of Christmas turkey 

and Quality Streets had resulted in an extra 

chin, legs that gave a whole new meaning 

to the term thunder thighs and a butt that 

I couldn’t even talk about. As I placed a 

shaking hand on the sink to steady myself, 

I thought back to a mere two weeks ago: a 

happier time when the world was a better 

place and I was five kilograms lighter. 

At that moment, I resolved to become 

supermodel skinny in just a few weeks. It 

was not going to be easy but I knew that I 

could handle it. After all, desperate times 

call for desperate measures.

The first person I called for advice was 

Kim, a friend who is wise beyond her years 

when it comes to all things dietary. She 

really is willing to do anything to get that 

sought after size-zero figure and has tried 

every fad diet in the book (as well as those 

not in the book). She recently embarked 

on a diet that involved her consuming 

nothing but black coffee, spinach and 

boiled eggs for two weeks. Even drinking 

water was frowned upon. She lost five 

kilograms but put all of it on again when 

she returned to her normal eating habits. 

Still, her perseverance and determination 

are admirable.

I realised that in order to succeed in this 

endeavour, I needed someone to support 

me, suffer along with me and ensure that 

I didn’t crack when the going got tough. I 

decided to phone Lauren, my oldest friend, 

and she agreed so we immediately set out 

to create a foolproof eating and exercise 

plan. We called it Operation Kate Moss. 

Some things were undisputed: nothing 

with over two grams of fat in it, nothing 

with preservatives or added sugars, no 

butter or anything else with traces of

oil and absolutely no carbs were to be 

consumed. Other issues, however, were 

strongly contested: I was in favour of eating 

breakfast while Lauren, unfortunately, 

was not. Nevertheless, after a lengthy 

conversation, we finally managed to work 

out the finer details of Operation Kate 

Moss and it was with a satisfactorily empty 

stomach and a smile on my face that I went 

to sleep that night.

After an entire week of hectic gym 

sessions and drinking a glass of water 

in order to satisfy hunger pangs, I was 

faced with the ultimate test. One of my 

I-can-eat-whatever-I-want-and-never-put- 

on-a-gram-of-fat friends made her mouth­

watering cheesecake. Lauren and I sat 

there staring at the dish that contained 

everything that had been missing from our 

lives for seven miserable days and nights. 

We looked at each other, picked up a fork 

and dug in.

Kate Moss recently said “nothing tastes 

as good as skinny feels.” I would have to 

disagree. I know from experience that 

cheesecake most definitely tastes that good.

SOUL WATERS
JULIA GREEN GRADE 11

umid. Spicy Masala 

tea in a rusted mug. 

Sticky plastic chair. 

High-pitched Hindi 

floats from a nearby 

radio. The milky Ganges filled with 

floating debris. The smell of sandalwood 

incense and drying henna.

There it was. A long wave of midnight 

strands neatly strung into a long tail of a 

plait. It slithered down a slender, clay- 

coloured back of which half was seen 

through the colourful, beaded fabric of her 

sari. The body attached stepped down to 

reach the river.

How can they live in this grime? Everyone 

appears happy but they clearly see something 

I do not. I see dirt, chaos, a noisy temple, 

cows and monkeys taking over, and grimy 

people. Many cannot read, they eat with 

their hands and bath in the river. My Ray- 

Ban sunglasses, leather wallet and Levi jeans 

(this season) start to feel a bit itchy so I take 

out some cash, and step down to give it to 

the girl -  feeling I’ve done my good deed for 

the day and should be getting back to my air- 

conditioned hotel room.

I close my eyes slowly as the holy river 

trickles between my toes, over my ankles, 

past my knees. I am perfectly still as I feel the
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energy of the water pass by me. The soothing 

chants heard from the temple seep through my 

heart and as the golden rays of sunlight follow 

the henna patterns on my hand I feel rich.

Something disturbs the harmony of the 

space surrounding me and I turn to face a 

man shoving money towards me. There is 

a strange look in his shallow green eyes as 

if he pities me. I wonder why. It is he I feel 

sorry for. He sees not the most beautiful 

river in the world but the offerings to the 

gods that people have left in it. He considers 

the debris. He cannot understand our Hindu 

prayers and he doesn’t want to try. He reads 

the newspaper but not the colours of the 

wind. He chooses air-conditioning over the 

rich smell of cooking paranthas and chai. 

His soul is signed on a credit card rather than 

his face and everything about him is bland -  

food, clothing, his voice.

The wet fabric of my sari wraps around 

my legs and I start to tie my scarf around my 

head before I will visit the temple. “Gunesh, 

Jai gun patti,” I whisper as my hand moves 

from my lips to my heart repetitively. An 

old woman paints a bindi with the thumb 

between my eyebrows and as I look into the 

dark pebbles of her eyes, I smile.

TIME FLIES AND FREEZES
SAMANTHA HAYWARD GRADE 8

s I enter the stuffy little 

music room I feel a prog­

ressive sense of dread. Of 

course, it is only half an hour 

I and she’s not here yet, but she 

will be. Methodically, I begin to unpack my 

clarinet, twisting the joints together to form 

an instrument I used to love. That was until 

Mrs Smith left and Miss Fernandes came 

into the picture. The tip-tapping of her little 

Levi’s pumps echoes down the hall. In an 

instant, time freezes.

For the third time in 15 minutes, I 

sneakily snatch a glance at my watch. 

Fifteen more minutes. I stand in front of the 

music and nod every few seconds while her 

voice becomes a droning buzz in one ear and 

out the other. She indicates that I must play 

it again and as I launch into bar 20 with as 

much enthusiasm as I can muster, she stops 

me again and says, “Sam, I want you to do 

it more delicate, ok?” Her English isn’t great 

and sometimes she speaks strangely. I try 

again but apparently it is wrong. Again. The 

tiny wall fan struggles to keep the hot air 

moving around the room.

I look at my watch again. Yes! It is half 

past three! “Okay Sam, you can go now,”

she says. I thank her, pack up and have to 

restrain myself from dancing out of the 

music block.

For some strange reason, I enjoy studying. 

I love the structure of it and the satisfaction 

you gain after finally finishing a section. 

Here, in the library, time flies faster than a 

fish eagle high on salmon. I’m working on 

my biology. Cells and organisms. Science and 

biology are easy for me. I enjoy them. The 

librarian comes to tell me that the library is 

closing. I nod at her but as soon as she leaves, 

I stare at my watch and then at the library’s 

clock. Wow! Quarter-past five, already? I am 

halfway to believing it isn’t true, but I see the 

mound of work I have finished and then it 

makes sense. Time flies.

I walk onto the soccer field and start 

warming up. Mr Craig and Mr Meintjies 

arrive and they choose teams. My team is 

Sarah, Francis, Audrey, Ghairunisa, Erin,

Mr Craig and myself.

As we start the game, I feel very happy 

and I think to myself, “Isn’t it a little early for 

endorphins?”

We score a goal in the first 10 minutes and 

then another just before half-time. Although 

we have been playing for the length of my 

clarinet lesson, it feels like only five minutes. 

We run back on to the field as Mr Meintjies 

blows his whistle and the game continues. In 

what seems like just a minute, the game is 

over and the other team are already creating 

excuses as to why they lost 3-0. As I collect 

my bags, thank Mr Craig and Mr Meintjies 

and turn to walk to my mom’s car, I make the 

connection as to why time flies and freezes. 

I don’t enjoy my clarinet lessons and during 

them, I am constantly wanting them to end, 

but because I enjoy studying and playing 

soccer, I am able to lose myself and track of 

time completely. This is when time flies.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- V

The road to school
JESSICA IRVINE GRADE TV
The road to school from the green, leafy, sparkling streets of Constantia is not always as 

idyllic as it seems. It does not bring about emotions of happiness and excitement. Those 

feelings are reserved for the journey away from school. The journey to school, however, is 

far more morbid.

I am being driven along the dark, lightless street. It's ten to seven and I'm feeling awful. 

The wakeup routine this morning was made that little bit more difficult due to the fact that 

I refused to gain consciousness from my comfortable bed. With 10 minutes less than usual,

I hastily dressed and ate. With a lot of rushing I managed to get out the door on time. So 

now here I sit, half awake, watching the cars in front of me climb slowly up the hill.

My father is babbling on about something to do with subject choice and free periods 

intertwined with the occasional query as to whether or not I have forgotten anything. Car 

conversations with my Dad are repeated every day and his favourite tw o topics are 

whether I am finally going to drop a subject or w hat I am doing that day. I usually answer_ 

with a short sentence or a one syllable word to keep him happy and maintain the illusion 

that I am , in fact, listening to w hat he is saying.

My main focus is on the urgent matter of all the work I haven't done. I try to prioritise 

in my brain. An English essay, my home language and a category of definitely need to do 

well in, or science homework, Miss Burden! Well it's settled then. It's a race against the 

clock, 40 minute to do my mind boggling science homework and come up with an essay 

topic. A  plan of action is needed although I'm not too worried as early morning homework 

completion is a skill that I have been perfecting since Grade 8.

As the scenery becomes more familiar and we drive through the school gates, I get 

ready to jum p into action. My mission: run in, books in tow , find a science boff to enlighten 

me about my impossible homework, then surround myself with incredibly creative people 

and try to piece together an idea for my English essay. This is where choosing a well- 

rounded, balanced group of creative and scientific friends really becomes useful.

As I get out the car I make sure that my school bag, lunch box, history munchies, 

science books and file bag are all balanced precariously on different parts of my body. I get 

ready for another fast-paced and eventful day at school. My only comfort is the relief I will 

feel on the journey home back to the green, leafy streets of Constantia. Until to m o rro w . . .

V .
J
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THE SOUNDS OF

SUMMER
AIMEE MORRIS GRADE 12

s I stared down, holding the hair out of my face, the 

toilet bowl glared right back at me. This is ridiculous, 

I thought, it’s only an interview. I sat on the lid, 

sweeping a wad of rough toilet paper across my greasy 

brow. I wish it were charm I was oozing rather than 

perspiration. In the speckled mirror above the sink, I checked for any 

conspicuous ladders in my stockings and, finding none, attempted to 

remove a suspicious-looking oil stain from my blazer. I soon recalled 

that water doesn’t mix with oil, but it was a good try.

The summer’s day was far too hot for the formal uniform but I 

knew that the newly-acquired green paint splatter on my sleeve as 

well as the unfortunately permanent state of Rudo’s sketches on my 

left thigh would lead to instantaneous failure. I brushed my hair for 

the umpteenth time and did breathing exercises until the oxygen 

made me giddy. I was ready. A mist of building dust swirled through 

the gap as I threw open the door. It tickled my nostrils and stung 

my eyes but I was determined to remain calm and collected. Three 

minutes. I hurried across the broken concrete, dodging rotten planks 

and rusty nails as I ran. At one minute to go, the door loomed ahead 

of me like a bad omen. I turned the knob and entered.

She came in covered with a grey film of dust. “Take a seat.” A wet 

patch on her blazer drew my attention and I wondered how she’d 

bruised herself so badly on her left thigh. Nevertheless, I wasn’t in the 

mood to be distracted. “Why do you want to be a prefect?”

“I -  ” It was at this time that the screech of an angle grinder pierced 

the air like an enlarged dentist’s drill. “Because I love my pool!” she 

shouted above the noise. How odd. Well, I suppose it is rather warm. 

“Which portfolio is your first choice?” I yelled.

“The head of salt!”

What? The telescope? “Uh, I’m afraid we don’t offer that!”

No head of Rolt next year? That seems rather unfair.

“Do you have any readership qualities?” came the next bellow.

What a strange question... “Um, I read many Jodi Picoults!”

And this makes her a leader? In what, her book club? How this 

child got onto the shortlist, I really have no clue.

The sound of large-scale dentistry ceased aft of a sudden to an eerie 

stillness. I continued to smile despite many quizzical gazes aimed in 

my direction. She looks like a loony. “Will you be able to discipline 

other girls?” I asked quickly, eager to end the interview as soon as 

possible. “Of course,” she replied. “I think -  ” Somebody outside 

obviously had an unbearable urge to start up the loudest power tool 

he/she could find because the room was suddenly filled with the 

head-splitting jarring noise most commonly associated with a jack 

hammer. I struggled to think above the racket... Respect, that’s it.

“I - 1 think they’ll suspect my position!”

“What position?”

“As a defect!” she screeched. He shook his head in disbelief, a 

gesture I took to be a compliment to my intelligence. Judging by the 

previous 10 minutes I was quick to agree with her statement. What 

a strange child. The noise died down to a distant rattle. “Thank you. 

You may go.” I think it went quite well.

THE LAST

LESS
NATALIE LOUW GRADE 10

he fan thunked rhythmically above them 

all, stirring the soupy, humid air around the 

stifling little classroom. The teacher, young 

and impassioned, poured her literature-loving 

heart out onto the blackboard in rainbow-chalk 

words. The boy in the second row pushed his sweaty palms through 

dishevelled hair, gelling it into a salty, warm mess on top of his head. 

The smell of Dove deodorant, suffocating in its artificial freshness,

infused the room.

A girl’s tortoiseshell glasses slipped slowly and repeatedly down 

her nose as she struggled to make accurate, comprehensive notes. 

She pushed the glasses back up her nose determinedly. Reaching 

behind her, she unzipped her dress as far as it could go, forcing the 

old zipper where it got stuck. The abundant green, leafy ferns lining 

the windowsill waved feebly in the heat, waiting for the caretaker’s 

yellow watering can.

The boy licked his lips, tasting the hot sweat that had beaded 

there thirstily. Ten more minutes. He watched the girl in front of him 

through long eyelashes as she struggled to maintain concentration, 

her school dress slowly, gently sliding down off her shoulders, 

unnoticed by all save himself. The cicadas outside became shriller 

with every second of the tired old clock on the wall.

The young teacher glanced at her watch. Seven minutes in which 

to inspire her indolent class. Raising her voice, she began drawing 

arrows and highlighting words at an ever-increasing pace, her 

enthusiasm immune to the heat while the chalk squeaked dustily 

along. Hastily she gulped at the stale glass of lemon water, regardless 

of its temperature and the insect floating on its surface.

The girl ceased taking notes, pressing her head against the cold 

metal edge of her wooden desk and closing her eyes. Three minutes 

more of his cool stare sending prickles down her spine. A bee droned 

lazily around the blistering classroom, with no real intention of 

escaping the desert-yellow walls that were painstakingly decorated 

with posters, pointlessly inspirational quotes and study tips, unread 

by students.

He crammed his remarkably light stornj grey file into his 

schoolbag, which threatened to burst at the seams. His ice-blue school 

tie lay on the desk before him. Reluctantly, he buttoned up his damp 

shirt again. He shut his eyes, considering how close ‘perspire’ and 

‘expire’ were in meaning. Two more minutes of having to endure the 

oppressive heat. The fan struggled valiantly, lifting crisp white sheets 

of paper and sending them fluttering gently to the floor.

The young teacher clipped her braids back into place and slowly 

dusted the gaudy mind map off the blackboard and into the humid 

air. No more minutes left. The cicadas screeched. The fan whirred. 

The ferns swayed, the papers fell.

The students remained motionless, asleep at their desks and, out of 

habit, deaf to the world. The bell rang.

A long, sweltering summer beckoned.
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VIVA DIE 
VUVUZELA!

•U .

SOPHIE STRATTON GRAAD 12

Helder kleure, orals lawaai. ’n 

Mengelmoes verskillende gesigte en 

vlae. ’n Atmosfeer so vol elektrisiteit dat 

ek net eenvoudig móét glimlag.

Ek het vooraf so baie van die 

beroemde sokkertoemooi gehoor, maar 

daardie oomblik in die hartjie van 

Kaapstad se lekkerlooproete, was my 

eerste ervaring van die wêreldbeker en 

alles wat dit vir Suid-Afrika en sy mense 

gedoen het.

Ek is ’n baie pessimistiese mens; 

daarom was ek in die maande voor die 

toernooi nie seker of dit ’n sukses sou 

wees nie. Nou is ek bly om te erken dat 

ek, en soveel ander mense, verkeerd 

was. Vanaf 11 Junie tot 11 Julie het 

Suid-Affikaners en die res van die 

wêreld gesien wat ons rêrig kan doen.

Die Wêreldbeker-eindtoernooi was 

om baie redes goed vir Suid-Afrika, 

maar vir my is die belangrikste rede dat 

dit alle Suid-Afrikaners -  wit, bruin en 

swart; ryk en arm - soos één laat voel het. 

Ons het tydens daardie eerste wedstryd

saam opgespring en geskreeu; ons het 

saam gehuil toe Bafana Bafana die 

kompetisie verlaat het en ons het saam 

gesing wanneer “Waka Waka” oor die 

radio gespeel het. In ’n land waar baie 

mense die naam van elke Springbok 

ken, maar nie een Bafana-speler kan 

noem nie, was dit ’n verrassing om te 

sien wat sokker kan doen.

Die media praat altyd oor die 

nadele van die lewe in Suid-Afrika: 

misdaad, VIGS en ’n korrupte 

regering; daarom is dit maklik om ’n 

land se goeie punte te vergeet. Tydens 

die Wêreldbeker-eindtoemooi het 

Suid-Afrikaners onthou wat ’n 

wonderlike land Suid-Afrika is en dit 

het ons hoop vir die toekoms gegee.

Die 2010 Wêreldbeker was meer 

as net ’n sokkertoemooi. Vir Suid- 

Afrika, en die res van Afrika, was 

dit ’n onvergeetlike oomblik in ons 

geskiedenis.

■ p i
■ U  I

______ - A
Stuurvirmy 
Jn poskaart
CHLOE BLYTH GRAAD H

Vandag loop ek kaalvoet en stoksielalleen op die strand.

Eintlik nie heeltemal alleen nie, want die honde stap 

saam, maar dit voel asof ek die enigste mens in die 

wêreld is.

M y dogter, ek onthou die dag toe ek jou vir die eerste 

keer in my arms vasgehou het. Jy  het so klein, pienk en 

snaaks gelyk, maar jy het vinnig grootgeword.

Jy het nie baie van skool gehou nie -  tog het jy baie 

vriende gehad en ook elke week 'n nuwe kêrel. Wanneer jy 

by hulle was, was jy  altyd gelukkig en positief, maar by die 

huis het jy verander in 'n kwaai, depressiewe mensie. Ek 

het gedink dat jy net besig was om groot te word.

Na skool het jy besluit om universiteit toe te gaan. Dit 

was ver van die huis af, in 'n ander stad: daarom het jy in 

die koshuis gebly.

Ek het jou baie gemis, maar die poskaart wat jy elke 

week vir my gestuur het, het 'n bietjie gehelp.

Die volgende jaar het jy slegs elke maand of twee 'n 

poskaart gestuur. Ek het gedink dat jy net besig was om 

jou lewe te geniet en nie tyd gehad het om poskaarte te 

stuur nie. Op 'n dag het ek egter glad nie meer poskaarte 

gekry nie.

Dis toe dat ek die aaklige nuus gehoor het. M y hele 

wêreld het inmekaargeval, want my enigste dogter 

was dood. ‘

Nou is dit tien jaar later en ek loop elke dag op die 

strand en dink aan jou.

Ek wag vir jou, my vierseisoene-kind. Ek bid vir jou en 

wens jy stuur op 'n dag vir my 'n poskaart met die wind.

'SX=— ---- -— J

Die Graad 11 en 12 Afrikaans Huistaal-meisies het twee verhoog- 

weergawes van voorgeskrewe boeke vir Graad 11 en 12 by Kunstekaap 

bygewoon. Krismis van Map Jacobs en Vaselinetjie was die vlagskip- 

teaterproduksies op die Suidoosterfees. Beide opvoerings was baie 

waardevol by die bestudering van hierdie werke.
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EKLÊ
WAKKER
OORJOU
RHONI GERICKE GRAAD 10

Jy het by die deur uitgestorm en met die 

kar weggejaag. Jy reageer op niks nie en as 

ek jou sien, is jy net nie jouself nie. Boetie,. 

wat het gebeur?

Ek onthou toe ons klein was hoe ons 

kamma karate gedoen het, poetse gebak 

het en verspot gedans het. Die huis het 

gelag toe ons duette op die klavier gespeel 

het. Hoe het ons nie gelag toe ons met die 

sambreel op die wind probeer vlieg het nie!

Maar soos die jare aanstap, verdwyn jy 

stukkie vir stukkie. Jy is op universiteit en 

kom nie terug huis toe nie en as ons saam 

uitgaan, stink als na verbloemde rook. Jy 

sit jou musiek so hard dat die kar vibreer 

en ek is bang ek doen iets verkeerd en laat 

jou weer skree.

Jy is my broer, al is ek nie meer jou suster 

nie. Sy het jou gesteel en in ’n kou gesit. 

Twee jaar lank was jy dolgelukkig, maar 

jou besoeke skaars soos hoendertande. Bly 

was julle oor die lewe en saam het julle 

geskaterlag. Geskenke en meer geskenke 

het jul vir mekaar gegee. Sy kon dit 

bekostig en jy nie. Tot in die donkerste uur 

het julle in die nag gepraat, maar al was jy 

skaars, het ek jou toe nog as broer gehad.

Skielik het jy in jouself verdwyn en soos 

‘n moedelose oupa in ’n groot, donker gat 

gesit. Ons gooi die tou af om jou uit jou 

melankolie te lig, maar jy doen niks nie -  

kyk nie eers nie. Jy het klaar tou opgegooi 

en die hardkoppige henneljie wou dit nie 

vat nie.

Nes sy uit jou gedagtes begin verdwyn, 

keer sy soos ‘n nagmerrie terug en flous 

jou weer ’n keer -  en jy kan nie deur haar 

sien nie!

Soos ‘n marionet laat sy jou na haar 

pype dans. Jy soek elders geluk en vind 

niks nie. Jy het jou drome verloor. Jy het 

verdwaal en loop ’n lelike pad. Het jy al 

ooit besef dat ek my broer mis? Dat ek 

lank in die verte tuur en jou terugroep?

Jy is ‘n muur waarteen ek stamp en nou 

het ek moedeloos en seer gaan sit. Ek is 

dalk nie meer jóú sussie nie, maar jy is 

steeds my broer en ek lê wakker oor jou.

TROETELDIER
TERAPIE

NICOLE LESTER GRAAD 12

Almal is lief vir ‘n sagte troeteldier.

In die VSA het ongeveer 60 % van 

alle huishoudings troeteldiere. Hierdie 

troeteldiereienaars spandeer ongeveer 

$41 miljard op die versorging van hul 

geliefde diere. Dit is baie geld, maar 

as ons in ag neem dat troeteldiere jare 

by ons lewens en by die gehalte van 

ons lewens voeg, word ‘n troeteldier ‘n 

uitstekende belegging.

Navorsing het bevind dat troeteldiere 

verskeie voordele vir ons gesondheid 

inhou: troeteldiereienaarskap verlaag 

jou bloeddruk- en cholesterolvlakke 

opmerklik en die kanse op ‘n hartaanval 

kan tot 30% verminder. Navorsing 

het ook bevind dat troeteldiere jou 

gemoedstoestand verbeter en ook 

stresvlakke drasties verminder. 

Troeteldiereienaars besoek die dokter 

jaarliks gemiddeld 20 % minder as dié 

sonder viervoetige vriende.

Jy hoef nie jare lank ‘n troeteldier 

te besit voor jy die voordele kan ervaar 

nie. ‘n Amerikaanse studie het bewys 

dat ‘n meetbare verskiT in stresvlakke, 

gesondsheidsprobleme en gedrag al 

binne die eerste maand van eienaarskap 

waargeneem kan word. Navorsing 

het getoon dat troeteldiereienaarskap 

gesondheids- en gedragsvoordele inhou 

en dat die positiewe effek vir ‘n relatiewe 

lang tydperk van toepassing is.

Narvorsing het ook bewys dat dié wat 

troeteldiere besit, opmerklik gelukkiger 

en minder depressief voel as dié wat 

sonder troeteldiere woon. Troeteldiere 

word ‘n vorm van terapie wat mense 

help om betrokkenheid en gebondenheid 

te ervaar. Om hierdie redes word 

troeteldiere sterk deur sielkundiges vir 

kinders aanbeveel, Véral dié wat groot 

traumas moet verwerk.

Honde en ander diere kan kinders 

help om depressie en emosionele 

wangedrag te hanteer, veral in die 

geval van kinders wat sukkel met dood 

en siekte in die gesin. Daar is studies 

wat bevind het dat kinders met honde 

sulke situasies opmerklik beter kan 

hanteer as die sonder troeteldiere. 

Navorsers glo die rede is waarskynlik 

dat diere onophoudelik liefde bewys 

en die gestruktureerde roetine verskaf 

wat nodig is om die kind se selfbeeld te 

verbeter.

Troeteldiere is ook goeie 

voorkomende “medisyne” vir gelukkige 

kinders omdat dit help om allergie en 

asma te voorkom en help om sosiale 

vaardighede aan te leer. Kinders met 

troeteldiere by die huis vaar merkbaar 

beter in empatie en sosiale metings as 

kinders sonder troeteldiere.

Troeteldiere hou ook groot voordele 

vir senior burgers in. ‘n Studie het die 

breinaktiwitieite van senior burgers 

ondersoek terwyl hulle met hul honde 

gestap of gekommunikeer het. Daar 

is bevind dat die interaksie met hul 

honde ‘n kalmerende uitwerking op die 

senustelsel het. Ouer mense wat alleen 

woon, baat by ‘n troeteldier omdat_ 

dit hulle gerusstel en veilig laat voel 

wanneer hulle alleen is.

Gesinne regoor die wêreld is, sonder 

dat hulle weet, besig om gebruik te 

maak van die kragtigste medisyne: die 

onvoorwaardelike liefde van ‘n harige, 

viervoetige gesondheidswerker wat- 

sonder om te kla 24 uur per dag aan 

diens is - en geen betaling vereis nie!

NICOLE LESTER GRAAD 12
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DIE WOORDE
VAN  M Y S T ILT E
EMILY VAN HEERDEN GRAAD 12

Hulle het gesê dat ek moet skryf. Die 

donkerkopvrou het haar oë op skrefies getrek 

en “skryf” gesê.

S.K.R.Y.F.

“ Ja,” het ek gedink, “ek weet wat dit beteken -  

onbeskofte vrou!” Almal dink ek is dom. Ek is 

nie dom nie. Ek is nie slim nie, maar definitief 

ook nie dom nie.

S.K.R.Y.F.

My pen raak aan die papier en...niks! Geen 

bladsye nie. Geen paragrawe, geen sinne, geen 

wóórde nie! Niks! Ek sug en probeer harder 

om dit te skryf.

Stadig, versigtig dink ek terug aan hoe dit 

begin het...

Dit was die laaste dag van my graad elf-jaar en 

my suster, Ali, en haar kêrel het my na skool 

strand toe geneem. Ons was doodgelukkig om 

na al die eksamens en harde werk saam met 

ons vriende te wees - almal was daardie dag 

strand toe! Die hele middag was dit net swem, 

son en sand. Ons het die branders probeer ry 

en later ver uit in die see geswem. Dit was die 

beste paar ure van my jong lewe.

Toe die lug rooier word, het ’n koue windjie 

ons herinner dat dit al amper aand is. Nog 

nie lus om huis toe te gaan nie, het ek en Ali 

besluit om die stad op horings te neem.

So opgewonde soos ’n babatjie met roomys, 

het ons na al die gewilde plekke in Kaapstad 

gegaan. Aantreklike mans het drankies vir 

ons gekoop en ons het gedans en gedans en 

gedans...

Ons het nie die motor gesien nie.

Ons het gedink die straat was dolleeg.

Ons het nie die bestuurder se skree gehoor nie.

Ek het, toevallig, beweeg, maar Ali...

Ek wil nie skryf nie. Ek wil nie woorde hê nie. 

Dis ’n lewe saam met my suster waarvoor ek 

vra. Nog net één kans om saam met haar te lag.

DIE ANACHRONISME VAN DIE 
EEN ENTWINTIGSTE EEU?
CHRISTINA VAN DER MERWE GRAAD 11

taatspresident Jacob 

Zuma se vyfde troue 

vroeër vanjaar het 

almal aan die praat 

en poligamie is druk 

onder bespreking. 

Die vraag ontstaan of poligamie die 

anachronisme van die een en twintigtse 

eeu is. Is dit ‘n uitgediende gebruik of 

kultuurskat wat gerespekteer moet word?

Die voorstanders van poligamie glo 

dat dit deel van die Zoeloe-kultuur is 

en dat die praktyk van poligamie nie 

vroueregte minag nie. Aan die ander kant 

is daar diegene wat glo dat poligamie 

‘n verouderde gebruik is wat nie in die 

moderne samelewing hoort nie en dat dit 

vroueregte ignoreer.

In die Zoeloe-kultuur 

is poligamie aanvaarbaar 

en dit is deel van die 

Zoeloe-tradisie. Die reg 

om meermale te trou, is ‘n 

manier vir die man om te bewys dat hy 

suksesvol is. Poligamie is nie net beperk 

tot Zoeloes nie, maar kom wydverspreid 

onder ander kulture voor.

Voorstanders meen dat poligamie 

vir meer vroue ‘n kans op fïnansiële 

onafhanklikheid bied. Dit bly die vrou se 

keuse om in ‘n poligamiese verhouding 

betrokke te raak. Die voordele van dié 

soort verhouding sluit sekuriteit en die 

kans om ‘n gesin te begin, in.

Aan die ander kant het die 

teenstanders sterk argumente van

hul eie. Hulle redeneer dat poligamie 

met vrouregte bots. Vroue word nie 

toegelaat om poliandrie, om met meer 

as een man te trou, te beoefen nie. 

Tydens ‘n egskeiding is dit die vrou wat 

die slegste geaffekteer word en nie kry 

wat haar toekom nie. Hoe meer vroue, 

hoe slegter sal sy daaraan toe wees.

Daar is ook die koste van poligamiese 

verhoudings. Belastingbetalers moet 

byvoorbeeld sorg vir President Zuma 

se vroue en agtien kinders se verblyf, 

sekuriteit, opleiding en toegang tot 

‘n mediese fonds. Teenstanders meen 

dat belastingbetalers wat reeds sukkel 

om kop bo water te hou, nie ook nog 

gedurende die resessie vir die president

se individuele kulturele voorkeure 

behoort te betaal nie. Hy behoort slegs 

vir een vrou vergoeding te ontvang.

Vir my weeg die argumente van 

die teenstanders sterker as die van die 

voorstanders. Ek voel dat poligamie 

inbraak maak op die beginsel van 

geslagsgelykheid. Poligamie is besig om 

verdeeldheid te skep tussen ons land se 

mense en laat ons nie toe om ‘n nasie 

te bou wat inklusief is nie. Poligamie 

is wél die anachronisme van die een en 

twintigste eeu.

Is dit ‘n uitgediende 
gebruik o f kultuurskat wat 

gerespekteer moet word?
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REFLEXIVES
REFLEKTIEREN
KIRSTEN STEENKAMP GRADE 11

Nach diesem schrecklichen Quartal freue ich mich iiber die Urlaubs- 

zeit. Weil ich zu Hause bleiben, kann ich mich fur lau erholen.

Nach einem langen Winter, sonne ich mich wie eine Katze in der 

Sonne. Danach kiihle ich mich ab im Schwimmbad.

Ich bráune mich wie Paris Hilton, und danach labe ich mich mit 

einem langen Glas Orangensaft: mit Eis (Eish!)

Nach dem perfekten Tag erfrische ich mich mit einer kalten Dusche.

Am Ende der Ferien bin ich entspannt und erholt. Solch ein Leben!

IZIKHUMBULO
YANDISA SOJOLA GRADE 11

Ukudlala phandle ngenyawo, uwuve umhlaba nengca, 

kuqheleke njengesidudu ekuseni.

Utata utyelele amadoda kwaZidlele, umama uhleli na- 

banye oomama kurontabile, thina sileq’ iinkomo zikatat’ 

omkhulu.

Wonke umntu wonwabile, emphefumlweni, nasentl- 

iziyweni.

Ingaba ibiyintoni ingxaki nempilo yethu yakudala, eyi- 

nosibangela ukuba sikhethe le mpilo siyiphilayo ngoku?

DAS 1ST
AFRIKANISCH!
CAMILLE SLABBERT, KIRSTEN STEENKAMP, 
ILSE-LEE VAN NIEKERK GRADE 11
Wir haben diesen interessanten Text entdeckt und haben 

stundenlang daruber geredet. Wir móchten das gem mit 

euch teilen.

In der Dusseldorfer Pinienstrafie 2 klingt der Vuvuzela- 

Lárm indes wie das Rattern einer Geldzahlmaschine. Die 

Geschaftsleute Frank Urbas und Gerd Kehrberg haben sich die 

Marken-, Produktions- und Vertriebsrechte fur alle Lander der 

Europáischen Union gesichert. Spátesten 2010 wáhrend der 

WM rechnen rsie mit einem schónen Gescháft auf den Public- 

Viewing-Events. Wo sich die Europáer sicher so afrikanisch wie 

moglich geben wollen.

Und so wird sich auch die Nichtfufiballwelt mit dem Elefan- 

ten-Wespen-Getóse anfreunden miifien. Dabei wird bereits von 

ersten Protesten berichtet, etwa aus Groftraumburos. Ob man 

denn diesen Krach nicht ein wenig leiser drehen kónne, fragen 

da den Confed-Cup ignorierende Mitarbeiter. Nein. kann man 

nicht. Das ist afrikanisch! (sueddeutsche.de/cmat)

Inzwischen wird berichtet, dass den Vuvuzela nicht mehr in 

Europa bei FuKballspiele erlaubt wird. Schade, Oder...?

IKOMTYI
KAM AKHULU
ZANELE VUSANI GRADE 10
Ikomityi kaMakhulu yahluke kakhulu kwezinye 

iikomityi,

ikomityi kaMakhulu inamabalabala, 

ngaphakathi iluhlaza okwesibhakabhaka, 

ngaphandle ibe luhlaza okwengca.

Obu buso buncumile bundirhalisela,

ingath buthi “mmm.... ndiyayazi ukubu uyayifuna le

nto ndiyiphetheyo.”

Ndithi xa ndiyijongile le komityi ndibone ukuba ndiziva 

nditsalekile kuyo.

Ikomityi kaMakhulu inomfutho nobushushu, 

ikomityi kaMakhulu inothando kuba uMakhulu ' 

enothando,

yahlukile kakhulu le komityi kaMakhulu kuba 

wahlukile naye uMakhulu.
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BONJOUR!
NONTO MPONDA GRADE 8

Je m’appelle Nonto. J’ai 14 ans et je suis 

élêve á Herschel á Claremont. J’aime la 

musique et j ’adore beaucoup le pop. Je joue 

du piano le lundi et le mercredi.

En hiver, je joue au foot le lundi mais en été 

je ne joue pas au sport.

J’aime étudier tout le temps surtout le 

franqais. J’aimerais étudier á Paris. Quand 

est-ce que tu étudies?

Je ne regarde pas la télé, mais j ’adore écouter 

de la musique. Et toi?

Salut!

BELINDA ANDERSON GRADE 8
Je m’appelle Belinda et j ’habite á Ken- 

nilworth.

Je parle anglais. J’ai 14 ans.

Comme musique, j ’aime le rap mais je 

préfêre le jazz. En hiver, je joue au hockey et 

en été, je joue au tennis.

J’aime regarder la télé et écouter la radio oú 

j ’habite.

J’adore le franpais et les maths mais je déteste 

les sciences.

Pourquoi est-ce que tu n’aimes pas les maths? 

Le week-end, je regarde des films avec ma 

cousine. Le lundi, j ’aime regarder Chuck et le 

mercredi j’aime regarder 90210 á la télé. 

Quand est-ce que tu aimes danser ?

Au revoir!

MA SAISON PRÉFÉRÉE
LOREN DE KOKER GRADE 9

Ma saison préférée est l’été. En été il fait 

chaud et il fait du soleil. II fait beau!

En été je vais á la plage. J’aime nager et 

j ’aime bronzer á la plage. En été je mange 

souvent de la glace. J’aime aussi faire une 

promenade á la plage avec mes amis. Je 

n’aime pas quand il fait três chaud.

L’été est super parce que je peux passer du 

temps avec mes amis. Pour moi, l’été est la 

meilleurc saison. L’ëté est génial!

■  O livia de Klerk

POEME
AMY THOMPSON GRADE 10

Prends ton temps pour regarder derriêre, 

C’est la porte pour regarder devant.

Prends ton temps pour être honnête,

C’est la fenêtre pour de nouveaux amis.

Prends ton temps pour jouer avec ta famille, 

C’est la base de l’amour.

Prends ton temps pour finir 

Un projet que tu commences.

Quand tu réfléchis sur ta vie,

C’est la clef du mystére.

PRÊTÁ 
QUOI POUR 
RÉUSSIR LES 
ÉTUDES?
SOPHIE STRATTON GRADE 12

Et vous, vous êtes prête á faire quoi pour 

réussir vos études ? Quels sont vos objectifs 

pour cette année cruciale 

? Avez-vous du faire des 

choix ou des sacrifices ?

Lesquels ?

Au début de cette 

année, beaucoup de gens 

m’ont dit que mon année finale au lycée est 

peut-être l’année la plus importante dans la 

vie. Pendant cette année, une personne doit 

faire des décisions cruciales. Ces choix, et la 

réussite de l’année, peuvent changer la vie 

d’une personne complêtement.

Je pense qu’une personne doit travailler 

beaucoup pour le matric. Les examens du 

matric sont três importants parce qu’ils 

peuvent décider l’avenir. A ce moment-la, 

les choses les plus importantes dans ma vie 

sont mes études. A cause de cela, je travaille 

beaucoup et je fais des sacrifices.

Je sais que mes notes de cette année déter- 

mineront l’université qui m’acceptera et aussi 

les cours que je suivrai. Done, je dois obtenir 

un bon bulletin si je veux obtenir mon pre­

mier choix pour l’université. J’espêre que je 

vais être heureuse avec mes notes, et j ’espêre 

que mes parents seront fiers de moi.

Bien sur il y a aussi d’autres choses qui 

sont importantes dans la vie. D’aprës moi 

la réussite scolaire est importante, mais on 

ne doit pas oublier qu’il y a aussi des choses 

indispensables dans la vie. Je realise qu’on 

ne doit pas sacrifier toutes les choses et tout 

le monde pour les études. Le sport, par ex- 

emple, est essentiel pour la santé et je trouve 

que le sport m’aide en fait á bien étudier. Je 

n’ai pas de petit ami mais je comprends que 

1’amour, et aussi les amis, sont três impor­

tants pour le bien être émotionnel.

A mon avis, ma réussite scolaire est une

chose três importante cette année, mais il y a 

aussi ma santé, les amis et ma famille. Je vais 

beaucoup travailler mais je vais faire aussi 

des choses amusantes parce que je voudrais 

finir mon année scolaire avec un sourire et en 

garder un bon souvenir.

Pendant cette annëe, 
une personne doit faire des 

decisions cruciales
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his year s Music, 

Art, Drama, Dance 

(MADD) evening 

had a World Cup 

theme to highlight 

the passion and 

‘gees’ of our nation

and our school shortly after hosting such a 

successful event. The evening was a showcase 

of the amazing talent of the girls in the genres 

of music, art, dance and drama. This magical 

event is a highlight in the school calendar when 

staff, family and friends are invited to come and 

witness an evening of pure enjoyment. It is an 

opportunity for the girls to showcase all their 

hard work that they put into the cultural spheres 

at school.

The wide variety of performances seen on the 

night was an effervescent reflection of the talent 

and commitment of so many girls. From fencing 

with paintbrushes to gentle haunting melodies 

performed by the choir -  there was something 

for everyone to enjoy. This year even the 

audience entered into the spirit of the occasion. 

They brought along their own vuvuzelas to join 

in the big finale which included a vuvuzela solo 

by Mr Probyn and the evening ended with all 

cast and audience members blowing a soccer 

anthem in unison! The MADD evening of 2010 

was a resounding success and a highlight of the 

cultural calendar.
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chocolate brownies and creative oomph. The 

girls had a basic script to start off with, but as 

we acted out each scene, Jagger came to use 

a technique called ‘workshopping’ to create 

the crazy characters and to enhance the plot. 

Workshopping is when actors are given a 

basic storyline to follow and are encouraged 

to improvise the actual dialogue and action to 

fit the storyline. Because of the high standard 

of drama in the cast this method worked well 

as all girls were able to give input and share 

creative ideas in an open space. The cast formed 

such a tight bond and all barriers, often formed 

by grade divisions, were completely ignored. 

Jagger’s Tale with a Twist was a truly unique 

play, inspired and put together by the full Jagger 

cast and acted with true Jagger passion.

B Y  JESSICA BOOLSEN

ROLT
Rolt may have had a small cast, but this year’s 

production had big talent. From the suspects 

to the fat fighters, the entire cast pulled their 

weight (pardon the pun!). After a month of hard 

work and dedication, Rolt’s final performance 

was energetic, hilarious and enjoyed by all. Rolt 

may not have won, but the house stood tall on 

the podium -  proud of what Rolt achieved.

B Y  KATARZINA OGONOWSKI

! MERRIMAN
One theme. Seven girls. One month. That’s 

how the “Merriman house play process began. 

After endless hours of discussing ideas, notes 

being scribbled down and a lot of laughs, our 

script was complete. Personally, I found this 

part of the process the hardest. It is challenging 

enough creating a script for just a few girls, but 

creating a script for an entire cast seemed almost 

impossible.

Once auditions had taken place, roles had 

been assigned and venues had been booked, our 

ideas could be transported from paper to reality. 

This is much easier said than done, I might add. 

The rehearsing process was stressful and time- 

consuming, yet at the same time rewarding. 

It was wonderful seeing the dedication, 

commitment, and enthusiasm from all the girls 

involved. Throughout the rehearsing process it 

was great to get to know girls from every grade 

and see the way everyone supported each other, 

whether it be the cheerleaders practising lines 

with the gangsters, or the trees helping the 

backstage girls to move props. There was a great 

sense of unity throughout the Merriman cast.

I could not have been prouder of what we, 

as the 61 Merriman cast members, produced on 

the final night. In true Merriman spirit we gave 

it our all.

B Y  KATE VAN DEN AARDWEG

JAGGER
After a series of hysterical auditions, spirits 

were high in the Jagger house play team. The 

incredible talent that was revealed by our Grade 

8 to Grade 11 girls and their enthusiastic energy 

carried the play from day one. As rehearsals 

began, the theatre was filled with laughter,
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argeaux Malherbe and Jade Hubner 

shared the female lead of Ariel in the 

Hershel/Bishops production of the 

ever-popular musical, Footloose. Ariel 

is a small-town girl and daughter of a 

preacher who wishes to be a rebellious 

big-city girl, who wears red cowboy 

boots and is not afraid of letting go. The girls embraced the challenge and 

soon each put her personal stamp on the character.

“The moment I saw our rehearsal schedule I knew that this was not 

going to be the usual amateur production,” said Margeaux. “Bishops was 

planning a professional, high quality performance and from the beginning 

I realised I had to put more energy into this than I had in any other

endeavour. Throughout, I had to maintain commitment to and focus on 

the end goal. I felt so lucky every single second of the process and through 

the literal blood, sweat and tears of countless rehearsals I kept reminding 

myself of what an incredible experience it was.”

Jade feels that the friendships which were forged between cast members 

made all the hours of rehearsal worth the while. “Nothing will bring you 

closer than a school production will! The cast became like brothers and 

sisters and the laughter and good times are what I will remember when I 

leave school.”

Both Jade and Margeaux have only praise for their fellow cast members 

and regard them as a group of amazingly talented boys and girls. They 

hope that the audience enjoyed the production as much as they did and 

that many people were inspired to “cut footloose”!
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LIST OF PRIZES
FOR EISTEDDFOD 2010

Art Nicole Norman Sophia Kim

Drama Nikho Mageza Lethu Ntshinga
Music Qaqamba Dunywa Caitlin Harvey

Dance Tracey Norman Nicolene Greeff

Film Lucienne Bestall

Public Speaking Camille Slabber Lethu Ntshinga

Prepared Reading Kirsten Arendse

Voorbereide Toespraak Lize-Mari Doubell Siphesihle Magudulela

Voordrag (Huistaal) Rhoni Gericke

Eerste Add Taal Philippa Sharpies

Writing: English Poetry Ashleigh Arton

Writing: English Prose Lara Dendy Young Charne Thomson

Writing: Afrikaans Rhoni Gericke

Writing: French Philippa Sharpies

Prepared Reading: French Kelly Blair

Writing: isiXhosa Yandisa Sojola

Prepared Reading: isiXhosa Zanele Vusani

Prepared Reading: German llse-Lee van Niekerk

Bruce Riley Trophy for best all-rounder: Use-Lee van Niekerk 

Louis Karol Trophy for the winning house: Jagger

MUSIC REPORT
EVERY YEAR I WRITE ABOUT THE INTERESTING AND 
BUSYYEAR OF MUSIC-MAKING THAT WE HAVE HAD 
AND THIS YEAR HAS BEEN NO EXCEPTION.
BY MS J TAYLOR, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

The opportunities for music-making and 

sharing talents with the school and wider 

community are extensive and the girls have 

given of their time and energy indefatigably. 

This year we have broadened the subject options 

for Herschel girls by adding a second subject 

group to Grade 8, specifically for girls who 

previously would not have met the minimum 

practical level requirements. This option has a 

broader base with girls having group classes on 

guitar and marimbas as well as the theoretical 

component. There have been opportunities for 

girls to extend their musical experiences beyond 

the classroom and stage. A number of girls 

responded to the chance to take part in a series

of workshops on Unleashing their Creativity 

run by Mrs Di Maris, who has also run a similar 

clay workshop with the Grade 8s.

We welcomed two new instrumental staff 

this year: Dr Michael Low and Ms Petra 

Hofmeyr have joined the piano and violin staff 

respectively and we have enjoyed all that they 

have added to the music department.

As usual I would like to thank most sincerely 

all the music staff for their outstanding 

contribution to the musical development 

of so many girls -  from individual lessons, 

to ensemble development, preparation for 

eisteddfods and external examinations, 

and concerts.

There have been the usual large numbers 

of entrants to eisteddfods and we congratulate 

the following girls in particular for notable 

achievements:

CAPETOWN EISTEDDFOD
• Alice Clegg -  Lily Savitz Prize for J S Bach 

16&U

• Sophie Scott -  Orbit Motors Cup for Sight­

reading 15&U; Steinmetz Cup for the most 

Diplomas 15&16; Cape Town Eisteddfod 

Prize for most promising in piano 15&U

• Seiren Wi -  Steinmetz Cup Most Diplomas 

15&16 years; Doris Lardner Prize for most 

promising pianist 15&U; Dorothy Lazarus
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Cup for piano recital 16&U; Victoria League 

Prize for the best all-round in piano; Nine Club 

Voucher for the most promising performer

• Samantha Hayward -  Cape Town Eisteddfod 

Prize for the best overall recorder player; 

Gillian Oxtoby trophy for the most promising 

recorder player 13 to 18 years

• Olivia Clegg -  Cape Town Eisteddfod prize 

for the best woodwind performer 14 years. 

A silver medal (Woodwind players 13 to 14 

years), gold medal (Junior Woodwind) -  

Afrikaans Eisteddfod

AFRIKAANS EISTEDDFOD
• Olivia Clegg -  Gold medal (Junior 

Woodwind); Silver medal (Woodwind players 

13 to 14 years)

• Caitlin Harvey -  Silver medal (String players 

13 to 14 years)

• Herschel Trio (Nozipho Mthembu, Olivia 

Clegg, Sarah Oliver) -  Gold medal (Klein 

Ensemble)

• Herschel Flute Ensemble -  Gold medal

Several of our girls have played in piano 

competitions this year and we are particularly 

proud of Ann Kim who won the Senior Section 

of the Johann Vos Piano Competition.

Our musicians have contributed partly 

or wholly to a huge range of events which 

include: the musical Footloose (a collaborative 

production with Bishops), the MADD evening,

TEACHER IN CHARGELEADER

Head music student 

Head o f choir 

Deputy head of choir 

Head of chorale 

Head o f orchestra 

Head o f flute ensemble 

Head o f string ensemble 

Head of fusion 

Head of marimbas 

Head o f saxophone 

World Percussion Group

Megan Quenet-Meintjes 

Nicole Durand Ms Margie Barlow

Sarah Oliver Ms Margie Barlow

Tammy de Klerk Ms Margie Barlow

Sarah Oliver Ms Jos Taylor

Nozipho Mthem bu Mrs Elsabé Pretorius

Aisha Dramat M r Kevin Cook

Sivenkosi Gubangxa M r Kevin Smuts

Nicole Durand AmaAmbush

Megan Quenet-Meintjes M r Ron Franchitti

Run as a collective democracy Dr Linda Muller

M usic gives a sou l 
to the universe, wings 

to the m ind ' f lig h t to 

the im agination, 
an d  life to everyth ing  

~  P lato  ~

the Grade 11 Ensemble Concert, the Chamber 

Music Workshop, the Ihlombe Choir Festival, a 

Mass service at St George’s Cathedral, internal 

and external Eisteddfods, the Matric Music 

Recital, Assembly and Chapel services, the 

Baxter Marimba Festival, the Guitar concert 

at Fogey’s, the Herschel Open Day, Prize Giving 

and the Carol Service. Two of our girls were 

also privileged to be selected for a marimba tour 

to Sweden.
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CHOR LE
The Chorale, under the guidance of Ms 

Barlow and Mr Gouws, has had an exciting 

year. We have grown together as a team, 

becoming more advanced singers as well as 

becoming better friends. When asked why 

they love singing, the Chorale answered: 

“Singing allows me to express myself. Singing 

makes me happier than anything else in the 

world!”

“Singing is fun and rewarding especially to 

sing with other people.”

“Singing is the language of the soul.” 

“Singing makes me feel happy.”

In August, the Herschel Chorale joined 

choirs from the United States and around 

South Africa to take part in the Ihlombe South 

African Choral Festival. The Chorale’s 20

minute repertoire included ‘The Snow’, ‘Love 

Divine’, ‘Lena’s Song’ and ended off with the 

African dance number, ‘Emakhayeni’. The 

colourful event was a memorable one as it 

celebrated and showcased the participating 

choirs’ talent and passion.

One of the Chorale’s highlights this year 

was the morning Mass at Saint George’s 

Cathedral. The Chorale led the service 

with the ‘Misse Brevis’ in D by Benjamin 

Britten and debuted a new composition, 

‘Tantum Ergo’ by Steven van der Merwe. The 

hauntingly beautiful sound of the Chorale 

brought the Cathedral with its stained glass 

windows and stone walls to life. Overall, the 

special service was thoroughly enjoyed and 

appreciated by the congregation.

On 19 March, a group of Herschel guitar students gave their first performance in a public venue; a 

genuine, old-fashioned ‘gig’ at Fogey’s Railway House in Muizenberg. The 20 guitarists had been 

through not only intensive preparation for the evening, but also an audition process to ensure the 

acts were up to scratch. On the night of Herschel Unplugged, as the event became known, the girls 

truly rose to the occasion. Performing in front of a packed venue, and having to contend with stage 

lights in their eyes, sound checks with a professional sound engineer, singing through a microphone, 

as well as the usual performance nerves, they gave an outstanding account of themselves. They 

performed with precision and feeling, and created a wonderful energy with their music. The best two 

performers were given the opportunity to record a two-track demo CD courtesy of Flatbox Records, 

and five girls went away with gift vouchers courtesy of Paul Bothner’s Music Store. Well done to all 

who participated for their role in creating a wonderful evening of entertainment.

MARIMBA FESTIVAL 
ATTHEBAXTER
This year the Herschel senior and intermediate marimba bands participated in the 2010 Cape Town 

Marimba Festival at the Baxter. The intermediate band performed two solo items, which were very 

well received. Both bands had great fun performing with about 200 other students in the mass band 

item. The festival is run jointly by The Cape Town Big Band Jazz Festival and AmaAmbush. We 

would like to thank Ross Johnson and Grant Adams, our teachers, for all their hard work and energy.

GRADE 11 
music concert
Every year, the Grade 11 music pupils are 

required to organise an ensemble concert as 

part of their mark for matric. This year, the 

concert took place on 12 August and was given 

the theme August Rush. The organising of 

the concert involved liaising with the ensembles 

in the school, advertising, selling tickets, 

planning a budget, organising catering, 

running a stage crew, designing a programme 

and overseeing the set up and decorating of 

the hall. The class also decided to use the funds 

from the concert to support the Christine Revell 

Children’s Home, a home for abandoned, 

orphaned or neglected children. The evening 

of the concert was vibrant and full of talent 

and energy. The hall was beautifully decorated 

with potted.trees and fairy fights, thanks to 

the help of Mr Terblanche and his team. 

The class were thrilled with the support they 

received on the night. About 200 staff, parents 

and friends attended, and were treated to 

a selection of delectable eats, colour themed 

to match the décor during the interval. There 

were also 17 ensembles that performed, 

including lively choral arrangements from the 

Chorale, Vision, and Fusion as well as some 

stunning instrumental items from a variety of 

genres from the orchestra, the World Percussion 

Group, the marimba band and the Grade 11 

music class to name a few. The whole class 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience as the concert 

itself was worth all the hard work and it gave 

the class a better understanding of the process of 

concert planning.
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CHOIR IN HARMONY 
WITH SACS

he choir, under the dedicated 

direction of Ms Barlow and 

Mr Gouws, has continued 

to grow in numbers and 

flourish (testament to the 

Monday rehearsal ‘upliftment’ time). The 

year has included many highlights, namely 

the annual Christmas Carol Service and the 

MADD evening.

Our major concert this year was a special 

event on Sunday, 19 September. We joined 

forces with the SACS choir as well as the 

touring choir of St Angelas-Ursuline, from the 

East End of London in the UK, to put on a 

show of vibrant and diverse styles of music. Our 

repertoire for the concert included Lena’s Song 

by Nilsson, arr. Carletti and From a Distance 

by Gold as well as O Fortuna from Carmina 

Burana by Carl Orff and Land Down Under 

by Men at Work which we performed with 

the SACS choir. It was a great experience for

the girls to perform with another choir and we 

greatly appreciated having male voices for once! 

Being able to witness a choir from a different 

country was enriching for all of us. One of the 

girls from St Angelas-Ursuline summed it up 

perfectly when she said that “it was a very lively, 

enjoyable and fun experience”.

RESULTS
ABR.SM and Trinity-Guildhall 

examination results have continued 

to be excellent and we congratulate 

the following girls, in particular, on 

achieving distinctions:

Alice Clegg (Clarinet Grade 8, Piano 

Grade 8), Sophie Scott (Piano Grade 

8, Singing Grade 5), Olivia Clegg 

(Flute Grade 7, Piano Grade 6), 

Nicole Anderson (Singing Grade 6), 

Sarah Tetlow (Piano Grade 6), Amy 

Tyndall (Piano Grade 6), Kathryn 

Bezuidenhout (Piano Grade 5), Loren 

de Koker (Piano Grade 5), Caitlin 

Harvey (Theory Grade 5), Seiren Wi 

(Theory Grade 5), Luansha van Niekerk 

(Flute Grade 1).

FRON T-R OW : T  de Klerk, S Gubangxa, S Scholtz, A Engelbrecht, N Durand (Leader), Ms Barlow, S Oliver (Leader), M r Gouws, 0 Barlow, D Flavell, R Stein, M Sm ith, L  Ged) 

SECOND ROW: L Naidoo, R Am od, C Prithiviraj, A  Willis, K Bezuidenhout, N Mam pute, R Harrington, A  Meyer, D Ndlovu, S W i, S Magudulela TH IRD  ROW : S Kim , T  Matthys, S Park, A Ebrahir 

N Louw , G Rattle, N v d Schyff, A  Thompson, HMaslin, S Scott, S Melville, S Corns, Z  Vusani, A  v Z y l, K Arendse, Q Duny wa FOURTH ROW: N Anderson, B Anderson, L  Braithwaite M  Forbes K Arends

L d K o k e r ,Y S o jo la ,A B a ile y ,C S a m p s o n ,A S a m u e ls o n ,S S in h a ,B L e a f-W r ig h t,R G e r ic k e ,N M a g e za ,E U n ite  FIFTH ROW :KB e a re ,R Po tte r,A C Ie g g ,JR o c ke y,O C Ie g g  RPandiani M KIazinga OOttei

G Bateman, T Barber, CTurnall, J Hughes, J Armstrong, K Steenkamp, P Marubuleia, J Bidoli SIXTH ROW: N Fraser, K Berkeley, K Allen, A  Tyndall, J Irvine, J W right M  Govendér I Rist CThompsoi

I van Niekerk, N Kalipa, J  Gleeson, C Wells, A  Ryall, S Alii B A C K R O W :N K ru m b o c k.TFo flo n ke r,S W e w e g e ,Ld u P le ssis,TK a rs te n ,LN tsh in g a ,S C ro w th e r,S A c to n ,IM a c d o n a ld ,C Ya te s,A S te lzn e
S Rule, A Quenet-Meintjes, L  Pienaar
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:8  DISA
FR O N TR O W :AS chouw ,RTriegaardt,M rsJColly,EOelz, MrsABodenstein,SHayward,LLee MIDDLE ROW :CDasNeves,SM anga,SM elville,ABrogneri,VAtkins,THaller,CHerm ans, 

S Dourans, S Kim, L  Biebuyck, A  Ebrahim, C Mackay BACK R O W : P Marubelela, G Pople, E Green, A  Ryall, T  Nelo, L Chisholm, G Buchanan, C Bosomworth, J Alleson, G Harris

8 ERICA
FRONT ROW: M  Liddle, K Whitfield, Mrs N Barendse, E Petousis, Mrs A Bodenstein, A Willis, A  Meyer MIDDLE ROW: K de Mey, M  van der Merwe E Earl B Shapcott E Permit 

A  Samuelson, K Ellis, S Corns, L  van Niekerk, Z  Ndzekeni BACK ROW: K Welch, CTurnbull, j  Worsley, K Berkeley, T Foflonker, C Cullinan, N Fraser, K Beare', S Khan, H Allderman
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GRADE 8 ILEX
FRONT ROW: L Hills Williams, B Hausle, Mrs K van der Merwe, N Effendi, Mrs A Bodenstein, E Bonadei, E Brooks MIDDLE ROW: N Greeff, X Greenhalgh, B Anderson, M Russell, 

C Verhoef, S Behrens, A Anderson, M Karbanee, S-J Hodgson, E Vidal BACK ROW: Z  Jancou, L van der Schyff, A Karstens, G Cole, D Hugo, J Hampton, A Bensch, S Graham, T Chitanda, T Bell

GRADE 8 PROTEA
FRONT ROW: E Simpson, C Koehn, Mrs N Hughes, C Speirs, Mrs A Bodenstein, A  Meyer, B Macgregor MIDDLE ROW: N Mponda, S Sperryn, L Paterson, J Steyn, L Munnik, 

L  Spokes, S Vayej, T Chittenden, A  Macey, A  Psillos, J Unite BACK ROW: V Nel, F Shields, S Mitchell, C Pentz, D Murray, T Koekemoer, C Peter, M Church, K Parker, P Timmer
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ou know that 

insignificant organ 

hidden inside of 

you, the one that 

the biology teach­

ers have some 

scientific name for 

and that, on the rare occasion, seems to be 

able to release hundreds of tiny butterflies 

into the pit of your stomach? By the end of 

our first day of Grade 8, most of us newbies 

had become very well acquainted with it.

The saying, “a small fish in a big pond” 

definitely applies to Grade 8. From being 

the big fish in junior school with all the 

responsibility and being looked up to by the 

younger girls, to being the small fish in high 

school and now looking up to the Matrics, 

has been a huge change that we have learnt to 

adapt to.

The first of the many stimulating and 

challenging tasks we were given at our new 

school was having to make our way from new 

classroom to new classroom (or having to 

bribe one of the braver girls in our grade to ask 

somebody for help). Luckily, our new Matric 

mentors were always willing to help us out in 

times of what we saw as dire emergency.

At first, when the bell rang for break, most 

of us were nervous about where we would be 

sitting and with whom. The lawn quickly filled 

with girls, Grade 8s, of course, having last

preference as to sitting areas. We soon became 

accustomed to the friendly competition 

derived from the fact that the only shade left 

unoccupied came from one slim sapling. We 

also soon learned, some of us quicker than 

others, how to say, “No” to the delicious sweet 

and savoury treats that the tuck-shop could 

provide us with ( after the realisation that, 

at this rate, our pocket money was not going 

to last).

As well as these enriching break activities, 

we were also given the amazing opportunity, 

at break, of being able to join a variety of 

clubs and societies, from Theatre Sports to the 

Green Team to Interact sandwich making.

Early in the year, as part of grade-bonding, 

we were privileged enough to go on a two- 

day camp to Rocklands. After a large variety 

of team-building, fun activities and lots of 

laughter and, for some, two sleepless nights, 

we arrived back at school with memories that 

we would never forget and our new confidence 

and trust in each other evident, in the way that 

we worked together as a whole.

dagger, Merriman and Rolt soon also 

played large roles in our school lives, seeing 

us competing in Inter-house activities, such 

as the gala, singing and plays. Joining in the 

house spirit allowed us to interact and become 

friends with many of the older girls.

During the annual house braais in the 

first term it is tradition that the Grade 8s are

initiated by their fellow house members. The 

feeling of acceptance and the way in which 

we were so easily included was wonderful 

and made all the difference when it came to 

stepping out of our comfort zones in some of 

these house activities.

It has been all these little things that have 

worked together to build the mind-blowing, 

outstanding year that Grade 8 has been for us; 

everything from remembering hymn books and 

standing back for older girls, to breaks filled 

with endless laughter and new friendships.

This incredible experience has assured us 

that the next time that the tiny butterflies pay 

us a visit, it will remind us that as long as we 

give it our all and make the most of things -  

we have a good experience ahead.
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GRADE9 DISA
FRONT ROW: C Renaud, AToorabally, Ms J Johnston, G Watson, M r S Hudson-Bennett, H Kader, C Harvey M IDDLE ROW: 0 Wimberley, A  Fenner-Solomon, G Gordon, A  Bailey, 

0 Clegg, C Wells, T  Cartwright, S Abdulla, L Lester, R Blumberg BACK ROW: K Allen, P Nugent, N Gabler, R Salie, A  Stelzner, S Rule, K Beaven, J Bidoli, J Stassen ABSENT: C Gees

GRADE 9 ERICA

F R O N T  R O W :JW e s s e ls ,C P rith iv ira jh ,M rs N A n d e rs o n ,C K Ie in g e ld ,S M rH u d s o n -B e n n e tt,ZN g a lo n k u lu ,T M a tth y s  M IDDLE R O W :U P a rk e r,C P a te l,T ls a a c s  L v a n d e r M e r w e  JLitk ie

R Kindersley, I Esack, L Currie, N Scott BACK ROW: L Hodgson, J Gleeson, C van Niekerk, G van Wyngaarden, L  Ntshinga, N Lamani, E Dickerson, T  Coles, L de Koker
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GRADE 9 ILEX
FRONT ROW: E Duvill, A  Ayo, Ms B Banks, E du Plooy, M r S Hudson-Bennett, L Braithwaite, J van Heerden MIDDLE ROW: N van der Valk, A  Makin, M Stevenson, J Lowe, 

C Morgan, 0 Price, K-R Rattle, S Sinha, N Brey BACK ROW: L Stratton, H Kebble, G Bateman, D Munro, M Potgieter, A  Park, A  Alii, S Robinson, 0  Otten ABSENT: S Rutherford

FRONTROW:S Magudulela, N Ramdenee, Mrs H Oelofse, K Ahrendse, M rS Hudson-Bennett, P Meadows, CScholtz MIDDLE ROW: K Patel,G Rattle, J Hughes, KAdlard,CSilvester, 

C Craven, A  Jacobs, R Amoore, T Ajam , R Amod BACK ROW: E Johnstone, D Ojuka, A  Arjes, A  Welch, K Park, M Lapid, C Sampson, H Davis, M Pierce
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SETTLING INTO OUR OWN SKIN
BY JENNA LOWE GRADE 91

Grade 9 is an intense year. Having arrived in 

Grade 8, new and nervous, we experienced 

a year of settling in and of finding ourselves. 

We progressed to Grade 9 with a fresh 

sense of self-awareness and responsibility. 

We are now accepted members of the high 

school community, and we carry ourselves 

with more purpose. We experienced a year 

of self-discovery. We have sharpened the 

blurred images of our future; we have danced 

with opportunity.

Grade 9 is the culmination of work in all 

our subjects. Regardless of whether we plan 

to continue in a subject, we are assailed by 

convincing speeches, unsettling statements 

and, as always, plenty of work.

Herschel frames our decisions in 

circumstances so as to prepare us, on 

every level, to look past what is expected 

and ascertain what is right for us, as 

individuals. We have been given golden 

snippets of information. Armed with this

newfound knowledge, we face the looming 

subject-choice.

We visited the Holocaust Museum, after 

a term’s learning on the subject. It was a 

haunting experience, and one that cemented 

within us enormous pride in our democracy. 

We also visited the beautiful Cape Point. 

This cross-curricular experience included 

geography, biology and even encompassed a 

spiritual element, as our Chaplain lead us in a 

reflection on the beach.

There was, of course, also the Science 

Expo... the significance of which cannot be 

overestimated. For long weeks we poured our 

hearts and minds into the topics of our choice. 

Older grades will sympathise with the effort 

required, but in retrospect, we were extended 

and bettered by this priceless experience -  one 

that will enable us to better cope with future 

research tasks.

Grade 9 is not only about academics, 

but about settling into our own skin. Its

experiences have made us surer of ourselves, 

and helped us develop an idea of what we 

want for our futures. We grow firmer each 

day in the conviction of our own self-worth, 

and our right to a place in society. We are 

becoming women.

84 THE HERSCHELIAN 2010



LEA R N IN G  2010

n
Í  W M ,  ::
I . .y . . . 3 r | I

i

BOOTCAM P
Friday, the day of the scheduled Grade 9 Boot 

Camp, finally arrived and along with it came 

the typical Cape winter weather conditions: 

rain and wind. To be honest, I think that most 

Grade 9 girls had mixed feelings about the pro­

posed day ahead. It was to be something other 

than the usual reading, writing and arithme­

tic, which naturally brings excitement to any 

schoolgirl, but the idea of getting cold, wet 

and dirty did not hold much appeal. So, as we 

stepped off the bus we were still unsure wheth­

er this day would be one of the best or worst 

days of the year. I am glad to report that it defi­

nitely took the affirmative road. In true boot 

camp style, we were greeted by the instructors, 

known only by their dramatic code names 

such as Snakebite, Rambo and Fox. We kicked 

off the day by developing our own original 

war cries in our groups and, almost as if the 

Grade 9 Herschel girls had chased away the 

rain with our high spirits, the clouds became 

less threatening and the winter sunlight shone 

through. Our activities were physical and very 

muddy, resulting in any pale clothing turning 

a dark shade of brown. Some of these activi­

ties included air rifle shooting at targets, carry­

ing team-mates on stretchers we ourselves had 

made, struggling through a very challenging 

obstacle course and building houses out of dry 

spaghetti and marshmallows (frustrating for 

even the most stable hands!).

All in all, boot camp was an experience 

that was not only a chance to get out into the 

open and tackle some tough activities, but 

also taught us teamwork and created a greater
I

bond between the Grade 9s. We were put into 

random groups with people that we do not 

necessarily spend a lot of time with and got 

to know and understand each other better. At 

times the activities were tough but we all had 

to get through them together and this created a 

greater connection between all of us.

GRADE 9
I arrived in Cape Town from Bangkok, 

Thailand where I attended the International 

School of Bangkok (ISB). ISB is a co-ed school 

with close to two thousand students who came 

from many different nations. Bangkok is hot 

and humid all year round -  even at 05:30 when 

I had to wake up to catch the school bus for a 

forty-five minute ride.

I joined Herschel in July and I was 

pleasantly surprised by only having to arise at 

06:30, followed by a short car ride to school. 

My reception by the girls and teachers at 

Herschel gave me the warmth that the uniform 

did not. Despite the weather, I am enjoying 

the picturesque grounds and the beautiful old 

buildings as well as being in an all-girls school. 

Being a smaller school than ISB, Herschel 

provides a more personal and supporting 

environment. It was very easy to settle in and 

I am very excited to be a part of Herschel, 

and I look forward to contributing to the 

Herschel community.

BY MORGAN VANDEYAR GRADE 9I

BY JENNIFER VAN HEERDEN 
GRADE 9I
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GRADE 10 DISA
FRONT ROW: K Bezuidenhout, M  Day, Ms de Bruijn, C Clarke, Mrs C Alpert, M  Brinkman, A Campbell MIDDLE ROW: S Currie, R Altm ann, N Ebrahim , N Erasmus, A  Bergh, 

T Barber, S Dare, L  de Wet BACK ROW: A  de W et, L du Toit, M Beningfield, N Andreas, D Comley, L  Doubell, L du Plessis, J Day, V Bosomworth

.

,  L  Knoetze,

GRADE 10 ERICA
FRONT ROW: N James, R Harrington, N 

B Leaf-Wright, W  Harris, T Gordon BACK ROW: J Kruger, A  Hayes, H Falconer, K Leighton, 0  Gordon, T K a r | | S a 5 $ | ^ ^ ^ S
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GRADE 10 ILEX
FRONT ROW: A  Parry, 0 Ndlovu, Ms H de Bruin, C Muller, M r C Karstens, L  Mlanjeni, L  Naidoo MIDDLE ROW: I Pruim, H Maslin,T Norm an, N Mostert, M Pickford-Moore,T Marshall, 

D McOwen, N Norm an, M  Mogase BACK ROW: R Pandiani, I Rist, L  Pienaar, C Murray, I Macdonald, B Quibell, A  Quenet-Meintjes, C Mayekiso, C Lyttle. ABSENT: M  Morkel-Brink

GRADE 10 PROTEA
FRONT ROW: K Sayer, S W i, Ms H de Bruijn, S Tinney, Ms S Lambert, Z  Vusani, C Smith MIDDLE ROW: C Wamono, N van der Schyff, S Sevenster, E Unite, C Walker, T Strauss,

N Wood, A  van Zyl, A  Thompson, S Scott BACK ROW: E Searle, C van Rensburg, C Yates, L Young, S van Niekerk, K Rochat, S Tetlow, S Wewege, A  Tyndall
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GRADE 1 o a c t iv it ies

A N E W  STA RT
NICOLE JAMES GRADE 10E
Being new is always the same: you worry 

about the teachers, the girls, the curriculum 

and anything else that will maximise your 

worry.

When I came to Herschel I had all of 

these worries because, when coming into a 

new school in Grade 9 or higher, it is harder 

to make friends -  everyone already has her 

friends and her group.

High school was never meant to be easy and 

most of the time it isn’t! On my first day at 

Herschel I was so overwhelmed that, to me, 

everyone looked the same. Thankfully by the 

second day I had found some great people. 

Slowly but surely these people have become 

great friends and many of my lessons would 

not be the same without them.

O U TREA CH  FUN  

SP O R TS A FTER N O O N
ROXY HARRINGTON GRADE 10E
One sunny afternoon during the first term 

the Herschel Grade 10 girls held a fun walk 

for children from Langa Primary School. The 

enjoyable afternoon started off with a treat of

sweets and cooldrink whilst we got to chat and 

get to know them a little bit. Once everyone 

was ready we all headed up to the preparatory 

school field.

Our fun and games then began: we did five 

laps around the field, doing something differ­

ent every time: skipping, piggy-backing, run­

ning, walking and, of course, three-legged 

races. After the activities there was much huff- 

ing-and-puffing which called for a juice break. 

To end off, everybody danced together, taking 

turns to choose the songs to which we danced. 

Everyone was full of giggles and smiles. By the 

end of the afternoon both the Herschel girls 

and the children from Langa had had an after­

noon well spent.

STEP O U T

PREPA RATIO N
SARAH TETLOW GRADE 1 OP
In preparation for the Herschel Stepout, the 

Grade 10s had the option of taking part in 

four different preparation hikes which took 

place in the early morning every weekend. 

These hikes included walking through Cecilia 

Forest, up Lion’s Head, through Constantia 

Neck and in Newlands Forest. The hiVcc 

varied between two and four hours and were

well worth the effort.

The hike up Lion’s Head was particularly 

spectacular. We set off at 7am in the morning 

and hiked all the way to the top of the 

mountain, stopping only to take photos and 

have breaks along the way. When we reached 

the top, we stopped for brunch and had the 

privilege of seeing the magnificent panoramic 

view of Cape Town. The hike took three hours 

but we all had had an amazing time.

I noticed that I was a lot more prepared 

for the Stepout after participating in the 

preparation hikes and I came hack from 

Stepout invigorated and none the worse 

for wear.

T H E  A L L  G R A D E  10 
W O R LD  P E R C U SSIO N  
G RO U P
DUDU NDLOVU GRADE 101
The World Percussion Group was started in 

2008 by Dudu Ndlovu and her percussion 

teacher Dr Linda Muller. Now the group has 

grown and has seven Grade 10 girls: Dudu 

Ndlovu, Lusizo Mlanjeni, Carolyne Wa- 

mono, Julia Sharpies, Nadia van der Schyff, 

Nokuthula Kalipa and Zanele Vusani. Most 

of these girls have been loyal to the band
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since Grade 8 and will stay so until Matric. 

The band has performed at every Herschel 

eisteddfod since Grade 8 and has achieved di­

plomas for every performance. The band has 

performed at Herschel MADD evenings and, 

more recently, at the Grade 11 Herschel Music 

Ensemble Concert. The group plays a diverse 

range of music: from Zimbabwean marim­

bas to Brazilian samba. Obviously, there is a 

genius behind the band: Dr Muller. The girls 

are privileged to have been given the opportu­

nity to work with such an amazing teacher.

BIN G O  FO R  

G R A D E BO N D IN G
SARAH WEWEGE GRADE 10P

For our grade bonding event in the third 

term, our grade prefect, Kelly Blair, organ­

ised a bingo evening. There was food, drinks, 

music and, of course, we played bingo! Who 

knew that bingo could be so competitive? 

As we waited desperately for our numbers 

to be called we all agreed that bingo would 

definitely become a part of our distant 

future. The night was topped off by fabulous 

prizes such as movie tickets and jelly beans. It 

certainly was a fun-filled, memorable evening.
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CLIMB EVERY

The first Herschel 
extreme outdoor 

adventure, the 
Herschel Stepout, 

lived up to its name: 
girls and staff stepped 

out of their comfort 
zones as never before.

BY MS HANNEKE DE BRUIJN

fter months of deliberation, exchanging 

ideas, detailed planning, practice hikes on 

Table Mountain and a staff recce, the very 

first Herschel Stepout got underway in the 

first week of the second term.

A hundred Grade 10 girls and 10 intrepid 

members of staff met at Herschel as 

a hot day was dawning — an indication of what was waiting in 

the mountains. We split up into four groups of 25 girls and two 

members of staff. Over the next four days, all four groups did 

four different hikes between Greyton and Genadendal, and also 

between McGregor and Greyton.

In Greyton we met Mrs Duff at the Zebra Moon Lodge (our 

base in Greyton). She gave a very interesting and informative talk 

on the history of the town. While the history and geography girls 

participated in workshops, the rest of the group split into smaller 

groups and soon Greyton was filled with pink Herschel tops as 

each group explored the town.
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Tuesday, when the actual hiking started, 

temperatures soared up to 42°C.

Our first hiking day provided us with 

beautiful scenery and, of course, the wonderful 

pool between Greyton and McGregor. As the 

afternoon grew hotter and the water bottles 

were almost empty, we also discovered that 

hiking can be quite challenging. It was great 

to have the comforts of showers, fridges and 

fantastic food (provided by the Herschel 

kitchen and prepared by the girls themselves) 

at the end of the day.

and gave us a positive start for the next day.

On Thursday we got the cooler weather 

we had hoped for: the day dawned cold and 

wet and six hours later it was still raining! 

We hiked at a very brisk pace, singing and 

chanting to keep our spirits up. By 1.30pm we 

were back at the Zebra Moon where we were 

welcomed with delicious hot chocolate and a 

blazing fire. After long, hot showers we spent 

a cosy evening in front of the fire.

On Friday, our last day in the mountains, 

we enjoyed perfect hiking conditions: cool

Our firs t hiking day provided us with beautiful scenery and, 
o f course, the wonderful pool between Greyton and McGregor

By Wednesday, temperatures were far more 

comfortable and each group was really starting 

to hike as a connected team, with the stronger 

helping those who were struggling with 

songs, stories and simple encouragement. The 

previous day had shown us our inner strength 

and reserves and our evening group talks, 

in which we celebrated the small (and big) 

victories of each day, bonded us as a group

and overcast weather, without any rain and 

dry ground underfoot. Our thoughts started 

turning homewards and we fairly raced along 

the mountains. There was such a feeling of 

euphoria and achievement when we arrived 

back at Herschel on the late Friday afternoon.

We all have many photos and our own 

individual stories: funny stories, friendship 

stories and also stories of how we conquered

the mountains, as well as our own fears and 

doubts. We have been inspired by girls who 

overcame tremendous physical difficulties 

and showed great courage to complete the 

Stepout. As a group the Grade 10s have grown 

in character and have a new-found strength 

and unity. One word of advice to next year’s 

Grade 10s sleep at night so that you can be 

strong during the day! ~k
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EXCHAN
Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Sydney 

It’s been crazy here, and now it is our last week! 

We have met so many people, had so many 

names to remember, and a lot of friend requests 

on Facebook. They all love our accent which has 

slowly changed into an Ozzie one.

School is different here -  technology, rules 

and uniform. A usual day starts at 8.23am, the 

random time coming from train timetables. Public 

transport makes life so much easier and we love 

the freedom. In our first week Sabine and I took 

the day off school to go into the city by ourselves. 

We got a map of the train lines and figured out our 

way around. We also got off school during exams 

and did as much sightseeing as we possibly could.

We have been to Paddington Market, which is 

similar to the Old Biscuit Mill, except with less 

food and more clothes. We caught two trains, 

a bus and did a lot of walking to get to Bondi, 

where we melted in the 37°C. Then we took a bus 

back to Circular Quay, where we caught a ferry to 

Manly Beach. We’ve taken the Hop-on Hop-off 

bus, seeing all the big sites, and spent an hour or 

so walking all the way up Oxford St with Kate and 

Lara. One night we went to Luna Park, a small 

theme park on the harbour, with amazing views 

of the city lights while you are on the rides. We’ve 

shopped, sailed under the harbour bridge, surfed, 

and seen all the Sydney sights. But our favourite 

by far would be taking the ferry to Manly beach 

where we sat on the top deck, listened to music 

and watched Sydney float by. At Manly we spent 

the whole day walking around, absorbing the 

accents and different people in the area. Sydney 

is known for being a cosmopolitan city and we 

can now say it is true. Sydney’s iconic feature, the 

Opera House, is magnificent. It is covered with 

thousands of cream tiles that sparkle white in the 

sunlight. The big event of the term was the Year 

10 Formal, the equivalent of our Grade 10 Dance. 

This was at Darling Harbour and made us realise 

how lucky we really were to have this experience. 

Sydeney is such a beautiful city, especially at night.

We are so grateful for having this opportunity 

will always have happy memories to look back on 

BY JESS WRIGHT AND SABINE VIDAL

The Indian people and their culture are 

amazing. I have never met people with such 

hospitality and love. Religion is an extreme­

ly important aspect of their lives and my 

visit to a Hindu temple, the holy Ganges 

River and a Sikh Gurudwara helped me to 

embrace it. Food is their pride and joy and 

I think my taste buds were sacrificed within 

the first week of my exchange. I have tried 

flavours, such as Lays Magic Masala, 

which I never knew existed. Some days we 

have curry even for breakfast and all the 

South Africans crave anything that contains 

beef (the fine for killing a cow is greater 

than the fine for killing a person...).

The road etiquette of India: traffic lanes 

are road decoration and drivers hoot to 

make music! I am still getting used to shar­

ing the road with camels, cows, monkeys, 

goats, the occasional elephant and the 

rest of the 160 million Delhi population.

I caught a train to Jaipur, an ancient city 

in the desert, and that was an incredible 

experience of its own.

After driving eight hours to Agra, I 

caught a camel to the Taj Mahal. After 

walking through the colossal stone archway 

and catching my first glimpse,

it literally blew my breath away - 1 actually 

gasped when I saw it! It is so beautiful, 

gigantic and perfect in every way. The sym­

metry of the entire place is phenomenal 

and correct to the exact degree.

Life in Sanawar is incredible. We’ve 

all learnt new things such as shooting, 

traditional Indian dance, yoga, badminton, 

to speak Hindi and how to march (which we 

do each morning to chapel), all within view 

of the Himalayas. Boarding has helped us to 

make lifelong friends and sleeping in a room 

with 60 others has added to the craziness 

and fun of our stay. Diwali was a huge cel­

ebration where we dressed up in our special 

suits -  Matties wearing saris -  and let off 

amazing fireworks. It was like a scene out 

of Bollywood and by the way, everyone did 

know all the words and steps to the Hindi 

songs (except us).

This experience could not become any 

more amazing or exciting. Although it has 

been an incredible culture shock it has been 

a culture shock that I have enjoyed nonstop. 

I have seen and experienced things I never 

thought were possible.

BY JULIA GREEN, ASHLEIGH 

ARTON AND ILSE-LEE VAN NIEKERK

mum

AUSTRALIA
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Hola Sen or H-B

We’re so confused; everything is in Spanish

-  our classes, the road signs and the people 

“don’t speak well English”. School is very 

different. Most of our lessons are doubles 

and we don’t have electives. Technology

is a highlight in the timetable -  the girls 

chat while the boys constructively destroy 

a computer with a hammer.

The most exciting moment of our ex­

change so far was the Atacama trip. Despite 

the fact that the Atacama is the driest desert 

in the world, we still experienced icy tem­

peratures and saw snow. A highlight for us 

was a trip to the much-talked about geysers. 

Getting up at 3.30am was...unpleasant.

We had had a late night star-gazing which 

resulted in about three hours sleep. But no 

matter we were all excited to see the geysers. 

We dressed as warmly as we possibly could

-  about five layers of clothing each (I still 

could’ve done with another pair of pants 

though, jeans just didn’t cut it). The bus 

trip to the geysers was a long and bumpy 

one and when we finally got there everyone 

was thoroughly relieved to get off the bus 

and stretch their legs a bit. You could really 

feel the altitude when we had to walk from 

one geyser to another. Break into a jog and 

you might just pass out. The one geyser

exploded (for want of a better word) and wa­

ter shot up about five metres in the air with 

clouds of steam shooting 20 metres. We were 

allowed to go swimming in the hot spring but 

none of us did, deciding it wasn’t worth the 

effort of removing all our layers of clothing, 

getting cold and putting them all on again. 

There are a few things that are notably 

different here:

1) Stray dogs are everywhere. No matter 

where you are, big city or small, you will 

see a brakhond of some sort lurking on the 

street comer.

2) Eyebrows. Perfectly maintained eyebrows 

are scarce and unibrows are abundant. 

Sometimes we have the urge to take some 

tweezers to the guys’ faces.

3) Mullets. Most guys have at least border­

line mullets. The ‘business in the front, 

party in the back’ way of life seems pretty 

normal here.

4) Everywhere you go you can see the 

Andes on one horizon. These massive 

snow-capped mountains make mornings 

and nights absolutely freezing.

So that’s the latest from the left side of the 

world.

Love, Adi and Chelsea

BY ADRIENNE LEES AND CHELSEA 

THOMPSON

NETHERLANDS

On our arrival in Amsterdam we didn’t know 

what to expect and were rather nervous as the 

plane landed. As we entered through the doors 

we were both set at ease when we saw Lisanne 

and Claire, our exchange partners, standing 

waiting with a balloon saying Welkom Thuis. 

We realised then that the months of waiting 

were finally here.

It’s only been our first week here and we 

could not have wished for a better time.

The day after we arrived we had to go 

to MUN (MUNISH is a congress held in 

Den Hague) about human rights and it was 

rather challenging and required a great deal 

of confidence. It is an annual event attended 

by more than 800 pupils from schools from 

Europe and all over the world and simulates 

the workings -  including all the committees 

and delegations -  of the United Nations. It 

helped us gain a lot of confidence and general 

knowledge of current world issues.

The Paris trip was by far the most amazing 

experience yet! We visited many places such as 

Roland Garros, the Moulin Rouge, the Eiffel 

Tower, many art museums, and went on a boat 

ride on Seine, and of course shopping on the

I
 A s we entered 

through the doors 
we were both set at 
ease when we saw  

Lisanne and Claire, 
our exchange partners, 

standing waiting 
with a balloon saying 

Welkom Thuis

street of the Champs Elysées with the Arc de 

Triomphe at the end. Going on the Paris trip 

was the best way for us to meet new people.

We have a week of the school holiday left 

and we are both going away with our families. 

Although we are nervous, we cannot wait to go 

to school, meet people and live life the Dutch 

way. We hear the school, Rijnlands Lyceum, is 

completely different to Herschel...

BY BIANCA GERRYTS AND CHANEL 

ERASMUS
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COLOMBIA

Dear Mr HB,

Words cannot describe how wonderful we 

have found Colombia so far.

It is so different yet we feel almost at 

home already! Two of the most different 

things we have experienced are the food 

and the public transport. The daily meals 

always consist of meat and rice and our 

new favourite snack is patacon -  a huge 

banana that they fry into banana chips! 

Even though Colombia is a Third World 

country, the public transport system is 

thriving and we have even experienced it 

first-hand for ourselves! Although we are 

not advised to take a taxi by ourselves, the 

buses are quick and easy to use and we love 

the independence that comes with it.

In only our second week of being here 

we were lucky enough to be whisked away 

on holiday and experienced many diverse 

areas of Colombia. Our first stop was 

Villa de Leiva where we spent the days 

exploring the pebbled streets and taking 

pictures of the ancient architecture. After 

that we went to Paipa, where everything 

is located around a huge man-made lake 

that we went pedalling on! Our final stop 

was Santander where we visited Parque 

National del Chicamocha and enjoyed a 

cable car trip up and down a canyon.

The week holiday was so enjoyable and 

we were able to do a lot of exploring on our 

own, yet we were still so eager to go back

to school. School is very different -  apart 

from being co-ed the discipline is almost 

non-existent and the students think they 

run the school! Also, we take school buses 

to school. Even though it is so different, 

and we definitely prefer how Herschel is 

run, it is nice to have a break from and 

change in attitude to school.

We are loving Colombia and cannot wait 

to find out what other great adventures lie 

ahead of us!

B Y NADINE TIMMER AND JESS 

ROCKEY

AUSTRALIA
You don’t have to stand up for teachers, 

iPods and cellphones are all over the place 

and laptops are literally everywhere. The 

subjects Kate and I have chosen are sports 

science, art and hospitality. In sport we’re 

doing surf life-saving, which involves 

swimming in the pool during school time 

-  this is very welcome as it’s incrediblly 

hot, usually reaching about 40°C. At the 

moment in Hospo they’re finishing off a 

module and Kate and I are at a loose end, 

so we go around eating everyone’s food, 

which is a fairly enjoyable way to spend 

an hour lesson.

Time truly does fly when you’re having 

fun. We have spent a month living on the 

Gold Coast and we are no longer looked 

at as the new girls but rather like we’ve 

been living here for ages. We no longer 

get lost around the school grounds, we’ve 

completed science orals and sports science 

essays, done a life-saving course and even 

been told that we have Australian accents.

We are going to an island off Brisbane 

called Stradbroke. It’s nearly the end of 

our exchange so this will be the last time 

we will all be together for a long time. 

We’re really excited because from what 

we’ve heard it is really beautiful and 

it will be a great way to end the most 

amazing few months.

B Y KATE VAN DEN AARDWEG 

AND LARA KERSWILL, ST HILDA'S 

SCHOOL, BRISBANE
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I attended the Bryn Mawr School in America -  

Baltimore, Maryland to be exact. Bryn Mawr 

is similar to Herschel in some ways, yet very 

different in others. I attended classes at both 

Gilman, the boys’ school and Roland Park, 

the other girls’ school. Having classes with boys 

was a first for me and a tremendous learning 

experience. If you have ever wondered what 

boys do in class, the answer is not much. This 

was confirmed when I, the exchange student, 

found myself being begged by a line of boys 

for my notes which I had taken in their classes.

The uniform was one of my favourite 

things about Bryn Mawr. Where Herschel’s 

uniform is specific and standardised, Bryn 

Mawr’s is more of a dress code and I found 

myself taking double the normal time to get 

dressed in the morning.

The cafeteria was amazing! And as I was 

an exchange student I could have as much 

food as I wanted for free. There was fruit, a 

salad bar, a pasta bar, sandwiches, a different 

hot meal every day, cookies, chocolates, ice 

creams, soft serve and on some days even raw 

cookie dough which was very popular.

I was lucky enough to be selected for the 

Bryn Mawr’s varsity track team. We had

Flight BA 58 leaving at 20:55, seat 49G. That 

was it and I was off on the most daunting, yet 

exciting, exploration of my 16 years of life. 

Two large bags, an aeroplane cushion and 

my teddy bear (travelling without him would 

simply not be an option) and I was prepared 

to finally depart on the exchange I had dreamt 

of participating in since Grade 3.

I read back over the farewell cards I had 

stuck in my journal. My sister had written the 

following to me: “You are there for a good 

time, not a long time. I hope you experience 

awesome things, meet new people and see 

everything there is to see!” When I think of 

my exchange this is in fact exactly what it was: 

a memorable time with people I quickly came 

to love.

A letter I wrote to Herschel about my first 

week says: “It has been quite an unbelievable

practice every day for two hours, even when 

the temperature was -10°C and the track 

was covered in five inches of snow. At my 

first track practice, I claimed that I would 

never wear spandex (American’s word for 

unflattering, long legging-type pants) but after 

a week spandex, gloves and a beanie became 

a necessity. The spirit in the team was great 

and they loved learning all my African cheers.

I was very lucky as I got to experience a 

football game just as you see on ESPN with 

those clichéd jocks and classic cheerleaders. 

I am now a dedicated Baltimore Ravens 

supporter. While I was in America, I also got 

to experience Thanksgiving and Halloween. 

Both these holidays are very American and 

taken seriously by everyone. The saying 

“everything in America is always bigger and 

better” is definitely applicable here.

LEA R N IN G  2010

One of the greatest aspects of my exchange 

was the relationship which I built with my 

exchange partner, Archie, and her family. I was 

very privileged to have had such a generous 

and loving family. I was taken to Washington 

D.C, New York and Florida where we visited 

Sea World, Universal Studios and Disney 

World. It was a great experience.

BY CHLOE NOLAND

first weekend -  we popped over to Prague! We 

did lots of sight-seeing, lost feeling in some 

limbs due to the minus temperatures and ate 

at gorgeous restaurants looking over the city.”

And that was the start of my exchange...

My exchange family formed one of the 

biggest highlights of my exchange, claiming an 

extremely special place in my heart. They took 

me on holiday, to the theatre, family functions, 

up the London eye, to Westminster Abbey, the 

Statue of Nelson Mandela and more.

Diana, my exchange sister, and I are 

extremely close and we spent weekends 

walking all the streets, running after buses 

we missed, learning the tube map and seeing 

friends.

I loved boarding, my house, the 

independence, taking a train to school, dancing

in the kitchens with my friends, having register 

at 9:30pm and my subjects (my favourite being 

politics). Benenden offers so many exciting 

things at Christmas time with 12 trees around 

the school, a carol service I read in, a party in- 

house and a night out on the town (the town 

consisting of a grocer and bicycle shop) with 

your house.

“Di has a lax match (lacrosse) so I am 

going into London a bit earlier with Sarah 

and Katie. If you don’t hear from me, you 

know that I got lost on the train or missed the 

coach (highly possible as the Upper 6ths leave 

without us sometimes), and I am likely to be 

found wondering around the local town of 

Staplehurst which, in summary, consists of a 

station and an old men’s pub...”

BY SARAH ACTON AND CAMILLE 

SLABBER
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G R A D E  11 DISA
F R O N T  ROW :LBernicchi, ABruce, MrsSMcFarlane, GCole, Mrs CVosloo, LChittenden, K Arendse MIDDLE R O W :N  Anderson, H Com itis,CBIythe,J Armstrong, A  Arto n, J Allenbrook, 

C Bohmer (exchange student), A  Clegg,  N de Decker, S Chisin BACK R O W : J Boolsen, J Brown, S Dias, S Crowther, S Acton, E Cole, S Brandon, L Dendy Young, M  Briel, E Cronwright

GRADE 11 ERICA
F R O N T  R O W : M  Dove, Q Dunywa, Mrs S Macfarlane, N Mageza, M r M Brásler, S Inskip, D Govender MIDDLE R O W : T Macgregor, M Foster, C Duvill C Hayward C Cointepas 

A Katzeff, J Green, H Fay, A  Dry, B Gerryts, L  de Rooij BACK R O W : M  Forbes, J Irvine, A  Lees, R Dos Santos, C Erasmus, J Gaertner, M Kacedan, L Kerswill, G Leighton, M G re e ff'
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G R A D E  11 ILEX
FRONT ROW: N M am puta, Z  Ntloko, Mrs S Mcfarlane, A  Scoble, Ms N Frick, M Parker, S Park MIDDLE ROW: Y-N Ndlumbini, A Rothman, L  Pothecary, R Potter, S Smith, 

S Nicholas, C Noland, J Rockey, H Rothschild, E Matthews BACK ROW: A Mcgregor, L  Paterson, N Salie, L  Mitchell, K Ritchie-Roux, T Rudah, C Slabber, K Ogonowski, E Murphy

G R A D E  11 PROTEA
FRONT ROW: Y  Suleman, S Smuts, Mrs S Macfarlane, N Steenkamp, Mrs S de Villiers, K van den Aardweg, Y  Sojola MIDDLE ROW: L-M  Voss, J Vey, N Timmer, K Wicht, T Utton, 

S Vidal, A  Verhoef, K Steenkamp BACK ROW: E Wishart, C van der Merwe, K Welch, C Thomson, V  Wilkinson, S-J Steenkamp, C Thomson, l-L van Niekerk, J Wright, J Syme
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uring the Easter 

holidays, 50 Grade 

11s and two staff 

members braved 

the wild for three 

days. What an 

incredible eye­

opening experience it was for all! Bruce Probyn 

and I each had the privilege of accompanying 

the girls in two groups and were led by guides 

from the Wilderness School.

These guides were going to be our eyes, ears 

and natural instincts in the bush. We were yet 

to discover the amazing skill and wealth of 

knowledge they possessed to follow animal 

tracks, interpret animal calls and to judge the 

safety of our environment.

The first skill we had to learn was how 

to pack our backpacks, which were to store 

everything we needed to live on for the full 

three-day trail. Each of us was given food 

bags, cooking utensils and eating utensils. We 

each packed a sleeping bag, rubber mat and 

clothes, which were down to a bare minimum 

of two sets -  one to wear during the day and 

one to sleep in. We were quite stunned to see 

how much we left in our suitcases at camp.

At Umfolozi Game Reserve we divided 

into groups of eight and went off on separate 

routes. We felt weighed down under our

enormous backpacks, but felt intrigued about 

what the next three days had in store for us.

Spending three days in the open is one of 

the very few opportunities available where 

one can freely enjoy and be sustained by 

nature itself. No cellphones, no watches, no 

toilets, nor toilet paper for that matter. We 

were told not to bring books, so we spent our 

solo time scribbling away in our journals and 

spent our group time walking, talking, eating 

and sleeping. As the days passed, we were 

drawn into a relaxed, wholesome way of life. 

Life was simple and quite refreshingly unique. 

We swam in the river, dug for our water and 

purified it before drinking, and cooked around 

one fire with two cooking pots.

Sleeping under the moon and stars, within 

a hundred-metre range of wild animals, was 

a definite highlight for us. Once darkness

fell, we had to be extra vigilant. Each one in 

the group had the responsibility of guarding 

camp for an hour as the rest slept. We felt 

time, instead of measuring it on our watches, 

and kept the fire burning through the night. 

As we walked the perimeter of our camp, 

we kept a sharp lookout for cats’ eyes or any 

large shapes that could be elephant or rhino. 

Although you could hear lions roaring to your 

left and the ever-encroaching sound of hyena 

calls to your right, you trusted the ‘laws of the 

jungle’. They sensed your presence and kept 

their fair distance. We were instructed in what 

to do if animals entered our camp site, but 

nature treated us kindly in that regard, and we 

slept soundly and safely each night.

We ate well, talked a great deal and built a 

firm trust within the group. We experienced 

the thrill of seeing rhino up close and it was 

very hard to leave Umfolozi and head back to 

the city’s stressful and chaotic way of living on 

which we heavily depend.

However, when I pass my group, The 

Zebras, in the school corridors, there is an 

unspoken pride and appreciation of the 

unique experience we shared, i t
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ORANGE
RIVER
2009
BY NICOLE EDDY

t  the end of last year, a group of loud, fun 

and adventurous Herschel Grade 11 Girls, 

accompanied by one brave Mr Scott and Mrs 

Ryan, were on their way to the Namibian 

border where we were met by Gravity River 

Adventures at their base camp. We were off 

to tackle the mighty Orange River. Most of us 

were first-timers but for some other older people it was about their 25th 

time. All of us had expectations in our minds of what this trip would 

hold and I can confidently say that it definitely rose to meet them.

The first day, everyone got a briefing on paddling, signals and was 

introduced to our guides. The party consisted of about 20 two-man 

inflatables as well as a six-man raft that was captained by Mr Scott. The 

first day was rather calm, with little rapids and large stretches of calm 

water where we could float alongside our boat and suntan and indulge 

in the odd water fight.

Our first camp was situated on one giant rock which was too hot 

to stand on barefoot and only cooled down in the early hours of the 

following morning. The heat was intense and had drained everyone’s 

energy and by nightfall most of us were very tired and sunburnt.

Our next camp was situated at Richie Falls, a big waterfall which 

no-one is allowed to go down. At sunset, we all paddled across the river 

(with help from the guides) to take photos and look at the tremendous 

mass of water surging down the waterfall. Later that night after supper, 

a whole lot of us stayed up playing games and counting shooting stars.

If only we had known what was in store for us the following day.

Once we were awake we paddled a short distance along the river, 

past the waterfall, so that we could abseil our boats and their belongings 

down a cliff into the gorge. We had to carry boats across a large rock 

surface, carry paddles and then help abseil the boats down the cliff 

standing in the intense heat. After this we went down two more rapids 

and then prepared ourselves for the Big Bunny. This particular rapid 

provoked a lot of nerves and mixed feelings, some of us feeling that 

this is where our river-rafting careers were about to end. It looked like 

a giant mass of water in a washing machine, followed by a series of 

waves that hit from the front. We were grateful that we all got down 

the rapid safely.

Our next camp was on a large stretch of sand on a deserted beach. We 

played volleyball, suntanned and found a rock underwater in the middle 

of the river on which we relaxed. The next day was unfortunately the 

last on the river and we took it slowly. There were very few rapids and 

large stretches where we just enjoyed being in the middle of nowhere 

and swimming, while the sun baked down on us.

Orange River was an unforgettable and amazing experience. It is a 

memory which we will all share forever and a highlight of our school 

careers. I would encourage everyone to participate in this wonderful 

experience and to just enjoy nature and the company of friends which 

we take for granted every day. Thank you to Mr Scott and Mrs Ryan for 

making our trip possible and making it that much better. *
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GRADE 11 a c t iv it ies .

CAMP 2010
Rocldands in Simonstown was the venue fn 
our annual camp. We were a f
the Grade 11 tut, accompanied by
As the , !  tutors and Madame Macfarlane 
As the leaders of 2011 a

de,ei’01' ***% £  » r

the camp with a talk by the Ch 7 g
perfect way as it fa, u haplam was the
carnn- h ght us the epitome of the

BY JESS BOOLSEN GRADE 11D

BY HÉLÊNE COMJTIS GRADE n  D

BONDING
Amidst the busy rush of Grade 11, life the girls came together in order 

to spend some relaxing time together and enjoy each other’s company. 

The Mary Jagger Hall was filled one Friday afternoon with laughter 

and a mouth-watering buffet of delicious baked treats -  supplied by the 

talented bakers of the grade. Music played and everyone dressed up in 

the theme of ‘Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’ which made the afternoon all 

the more relaxed.
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LEADERSHIP
Leadership Day was both a sobering and an exhilarating experience, allowing 

the Grade 1 Is an insight into the responsibilities of the leadership programme, 

as well as the role of all the matrics in the leadership systems of Herschel. The 

workshops and talks emphasised the responsibility of leadership and of just 

how much one has to sacrifice for the honour of being a prefect. Life coach Mrs 

Dendy Young spoke about the idea of leadership in any circumstance. It also 

centred on the concept that “victims are part of the problem, participators are 

part of the solution , encouraging us to show leadership by finding solutions. 

Ms Baws discussed what makes a leader at Herschel, and showed us how we 

can be leaders without being prefects. Mr Probyn gave excellent tips for good 

leadership and Mrs Clarke rounded off the day giving us the practicalities of 

the prefect selection process.

BY RACHEL POTTER GRADE 111

SUBJECT ACTIVITIES

The Biology girls visited Stellenbosch’s 

Medical Morphology Museum. We had a 

tour around the museum and saw the cadavers 

that the medical students work on. There are 

over 1300 specimens and this contributes to 

this museum being the best in Africa. The 

displays included Human Anatomy, Forensic 

Pathology, Medical History and Comparative 

Anatomy, which will be important for 

our Grade 12 syllabus. The Human 

Development display showed specimens in 

every stage of development: from embryo 

to foetus to neonate, including foetuses with 

developmental defects. Although it was 

shocking, I think that by the end of the day 

we had all gained a larger respect for our 

own bodies.

BY ALISON ROTHMAN GRADE 111

Goedgedacht farm outside Malmesbury aims 

to help the community escape poverty and 

help care for the environment. Annie and Pete 

Templeton have been running Goedgedacht 

for 12 years. Pete spoke to us about global 

warming. We discussed the use of solar 

electricity, biodigesters, fog harvesters, LEDs 

(all of which are in use on the farm), using 

bicycles and planting Spekboom (most carbon 

dioxide absorbing plant). He opened our eyes 

to the effects of global warming for the small- 

scale Malmesbury farmers and the effect 

the temperature changes will have on their

livelihood. Goedgedacht runs many projects 

such as the distribution of Wonderbags, the 

provision of LED lights and the BEN project 

(bicycling empowerment network). The POP 

model (Path Out of Poverty Campaign) aims 

to break the cycle of poverty and incorporates 

education, personal development, health and 

caring for the planet. It was eye-opening to 

see how one campaign could make such a 

difference to a community.

BY SARAH ACTON GRADE 11D

■a
Grade 11 subject music pupils are required 

to organise an ensembles concert as part of 

their mark for matric. This year, the concert 

was named August Rush as the proceeds 

went to Christine Revell Children’s Home, 

a home for abandoned, orphaned or neglected 

children. Organising the concert involved 

liaising with the ensembles, advertising, selling 

tickets, budgeting, catering, running a stage 

crew, designing a programme and setting up 

the hall. The concert was vibrant and full of 

talent and energy. There were 17 ensembles, 

including the orchestra, the world percussion 

group, fusion and the marimba band. We 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience as the 

concert itself was worth all the hard work 

and it gave us a better understanding of the 

process of concert planning.

BY ALICE CLEGG GRADE 11D
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he Enrichment 

Programme at 

Herschel Girls 

School was intro­

duced to extend 

learning beyond 

the classroom. It 

has been designed from the outset to include 

opportunities for critical thinking that are 

based on asking appropriate questions in a 

range of contexts. The focus has been to lead 

girls and educators to more engaged learning 

and deeper thinking about themselves 

and their responses to challenges in the 

world around them, and to go beyond the 

conventional ways of learning.

Our overall theme this year was taken 

from the African philosophy of ubuntu. This 

humanist theme finds resonance in many 

parts of our continent and is also reflected in 

the Zulu maxim, umntu ngumntu ngabantu. (I 

am because you are.)

In 2010 our teacher teams have collaborated

and compiled exciting programmes with 

many opportunities for personal growth and 

development. We aimed to emphasise the 

need for connectedness between ourselves 

and others in the greater Cape Town area. Our 

girls were challenged to show moral leadership 

and to take responsibility as we believe that by 

choosing to do good, and taking action to help 

others, we all will benefit.

EACH GRADE PURSUED  
A DIFFERENT THEME:
GRADE 11: What makes me a woman? 

The girls were given much food for thought 

by a range of interesting speakers, e.g Ms 

Walaza (CEO of the Tutu Peace Centre) who 

encouraged girls to get to know themselves 

and to appreciate their roots and the meaning 

of culture. Jackie Burger enlightened them to 

the difference between inner and outer beauty, 

as well as fashion and style. Mary Tal Yuin 

inspired the girls with her story of courage 

and inner strength.

GRADE 10: How is another heart changed 

because of me?

Talks, complemented by outings to centres 

for the disabled; participation in activities 

with deaf people and learning wheelchair 

dancing made the girls realise that they have 

to BE the change.

GRADE 9: What can I do to add value to 

my community?

The day visiting and interacting with 

children at creches in Vrygrond, Lakeside, 

Oceanview and Masiphumelele gave us 

an opportunity to make a difference and 

to grow personally from the experience. 

The visit to the Bo-Kaap and a Kramat 

added another perspective on the cultures 

of South Africa.

GRADE 8: If not me, then who?

The Grade 8 talks and activities centred 

around sustainability. It included talks on 

carbon footprinting, endangered animals, 

green buildings and the girls were involved in 

outreach activities. *
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14 June: Hopped on and off tour bus. 

Explored the exciting barms (neighbourhoods) 

of Buenos Aires. Saw the unusual and 

impressive steel sculpture, Flor de Metal by 

Eduardo Catalo, Evita Peron’s grave, street 

performers, musicians and tango dancers in 

the streets of La Boca artist community, the 

obelisk on Avenue 9 Julio, Casa Rosada and 

Place de la Mayo. The contemporary art at 

the MALBA museum was a highlight. This 

city, on the banks of the Rio del Plata, has a 

rich European heritage.

15 June: A visit to San Isidro in greater 

Buenos Aires. Explored the town centre 

on foot to experience the quaint shops and 

interesting houses, before we visited the 

beautiful San Isidro Cathedral (circa 1898.) 

Travelled by train to the city of Tigre, boarded 

a ferry and explored the economic activities 

and way of life on the 

delta channels. Day 

ended with a visit to 

the Villa Campo -  a 

cultural centre that houses the magnificent 

home of Victoria de Campo.

16 June: Crossed the Rio del Plata by ferry to 

Colonia del Sacramento, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. We donned our national colours 

and tried to support Bafana Bafana from afar 

as they played Uruguay -  our destination for

the day. The historic walk indicated a strong 

Portuguese colonial influence in the port. 

Visited a working agricultural ranch and were 

treated to a festive lunch.

17 June: We visited the Japanese Gardens and 

the informative Eva Peron Museum. Had free 

time to explore the Avenue Santa Fe before 

returning to our hotel to freshen up for a tango 

show. What fun we had during our ‘dancing 

lesson’! After much hysterical laughter and 

a delicious dinner, we were privileged to 

attend a professional tango show that ‘told’ 

the history of the dance that originated in La 

Boca in Buenos Aires.

18 June: On Santa Susana Estancia Farm we 

attended an exhibition by the gauchos who 

impressed us with their skills in working with 

horse herds or tmpillas and in the ring-races. 

We were entertained to a show of traditional

Mayo where many women meet, weekly, to 

protest and to mourn their missing children 

and grandchildren due to the abuse of human 

rights during the 1980s.

20 June: Trip to Iguazu to explore the 

waterfalls in Brazil.

21 June: Overawed by the sheer magnificence 

of the falls on Argentinian side. After eight 

kilometres we descended to the river bank for 

the Great Adventure on the river. Our squeals 

and screams were drowned by the noise of 

the waterfalls and we emerged, soaked to the 

skin. Day ended with a truck ride through the 

rainforest.

End of trip: Back in Buenos Aires: privileged 

to visit the home of Mr Tony Leon and 

his gracious wife, Michal. Mr Leon told 

the group about promoting trade and of 

diplomatic relations between South Africa

Wë donned our national colours and tried to support Bafana Bafana \  

from  afar as they played Uruguay — our destination fo r the day J

music and dancing while enjoying a feast of 

meat dishes, prepared on large, open fires.

19 June: Spent the day visiting the parks, 

coffee shops, shops and stalls in the Recoletta 

markets and the streets of San Telmo. Crossed 

the Women’s Bridge at Puerta Madera. 

Visited the Casa Rosada and the Place de la

and Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay.

It was our pleasure to accompany the 

Herschel girls to Argentina. We enjoyed 

their company and had fun exploring the 

interesting and educational sites. They were 

worthy ambassadors for the School.

Muchas gracias.
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his year started off 

promisingly with 

the introduction 

of more than 20 

clubs for girls to 

choose from. The 

willingness of a 

group of mainly Grade 10 and 11 girls to 

introduce, manage and lead their respective 

clubs is commendable. The biggest challenges 

this year have been to encourage club 

members to be loyal and committed, manage 

administration and communication, design 

an exciting and stimulating annual programme 

and remain enthusiastic and positive despite 

setbacks.

In 2010, clubs met on Thursdays at lunch 

break to create a suitable time for all girls to 

be able to join.

Some of the clubs were:

Senior Art Club: Ashleigh Arton initiated 

experimentation with lomography, flip-book 

animation, figure drawing, photography and 

finger painting.

Badminton Club: Olivia Gordon and Emma 

Searle taught the girls the basic rules of 

the games and organised many enjoyable 

matches. Rewards were handed out for 

the Shot of the Day, Player of the Day and 

the Most Improved Player of the Day. The 

munchies and music made the sessions 

enjoyable.

Chess Club: Melissa Greeff taught the 

10 enthusiastic players the finer details of 

notation, basic strategies and visualisation 

required to be a successful player.

Junior Art Club: Amy Engelbrecht encour­

aged Grade 8 and 9 members to be creative 

with a project called Expressing self through 

images. Girls interpreted emotions and learned 

many new skills.

Booked Out Club: Lara Dendy Young and 

Emma Cronwright launched this club to 

encourage reading in a relaxed environment. 

Girls managed to unwind while they shared 

ideas on different genres in literature. Mr 

Claude Ayo visited the group to discuss 

matters related to the keeping and reading 

of books.

Alexander Technique Club: Stanzi Wicht led 

this club that was facilitated by a professional 

coach, Mrs Yvonne Becker. The members 

learned about the importance of good posture 

and how to perform actions in such a way that 

muscles and the skeleton are not subjected to 

unnecessary strain.

CLUBS AND

We love Baphumelele Club: Julia Sharpies 

and Lize-Mari Doubell felt inspired to help 

Rosie in Khayelitsha after their visit there 

during Enrichment Week last year. All 

activities of this group centred on collecting 

items and arranging visits to Rosie’s kitchen. 

The Around the World Club was led by Sarah 

Acton and club members shared their travel 

stories, photographs and memories of their 

travel experiences in Croatia, Turkey, South 

Korea, France, Columbia, Mozambique and 

India. Food from different destinations was 

relished and interesting information about 

cultural activities and language was discussed. 

Another video project was launched this year 

which included the contributions of all visual 

material on a range of destinations.

The Did You Know Club, led by Kathryn 

Bezuidenhout, had fun extending their 

general knowledge about a variety of topics. 

The Big Sisters Club, led by Camille Slabber 

and Clara Duvill, was very popular and has 

become part of our Outreach Programme. 

Members met regularly with younger girls 

from disadvantaged communities and spent 

time getting to know one another better. 

Vision, led by Sarah Crowther, was formed 

to bring glory to God through singing. Alice 

Clegg arranged ‘Joyful Joyful’ and the group 

performed at the Easter Service.

The Red Nose Chicken Club, led by Julia 

Green, regularly visited the Maitland Cottage

Home where their interaction was focused on 

care clowning.

The Bridge Club consisted of a group of 

girls who started bridge classes in Grade 8 

and continued until the end of this (their 

Grade 11) year. After four years of very early 

morning gatherings (7am) in Mrs Scott’s 

classroom, these girls are a bridge force to be 

reckoned with.
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BY DOMINIQUE DRYDING

010 was the year of spirit: in 

the country, in the school and 

of course in the House above 

all others... ROLT.

House festivities started 

off with a rather impromptu 

gathering before the end of 

2009 to introduce the captains to their houses 

and to workup some spirit before we broke up for 

the December holidays. It was filled with laughs, 

music and, of course, food and was a great 

introduction to an incredible year to come.

Flour, water, apples and marshmallows were 

the Grade 8s welcome to life as a Roltarian at 

the annual House braais. It was the first of 

many outstanding house events of 2010. It 

was an evening of fun, House bonding, getting 

messy...and lots of yellow. Many made new 

friends and all had an exciting time dressing up 

in their yellow attire.

The spirit generated from the House braais 

filled the air the following day in preparation 

for the Inter-house gala. Vuvuzelas, drums, 

shakers and the sweet sound of a cheering 

House made the afternoon one to remember. 

Rolt put on a brave performance by giving all 

they could and coming a narrow second. Well 

done to Merriman who won the event.

After a gruelling set of June/July exams

had come to an end, the most exciting Inter­

house event of the year was upon us. 

Inter-house singing had arrived and daily 

practices to obtain perfection had begun. The 

house was extremely enthusiastic with an 

almost spotless attendance record. Taking it 

back to the 60s Rolt was kitted out in black 

dresses, with a touch of yellow, singing You 

can’t hurry love by the Supremes. The set song 

was Haven’t met you yet by Michael Buble and 

the ensemble which was sung with grace 

and beauty was Slow me down by Virginia 

Sil’hootetes. With unbelievable help from 

Sarah Oliver, I managed to conduct a House 

that put everything into the performance, 

which was exhilarating. Viva Rolt for an 

outstanding performance!

It has been an unbelievable experience 

leading such a dedicated and enthusiastic 

House this year. Of course, 2010 would 

not have been such a success without Mrs 

Scott and the extraordinary help of my 

Vice-captain, Aimee McMillan. Being the 

House captain this year has surpassed all my 

expectations and it has made the year one that 

I will never forget. Thank you all Rolterians 

who have made this year such a memorable 

one. Good luck for all the years to come. 

I know you will always be the best!
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2010

BY SIVENKOSI GUBANGXA

he year began on 

a great note at our 

House Braai and 

the evening was 

full of laughter, 

fun, pride and a 

sense of belonging. 

The matrics kindly welcomed everyone at the 

gate with a hosepipe, which just triggered the 

mood for the following events. The Grade 8s, 

my bush-babies, had taken their oath with great 

spirit and commitment. The evening continued 

as everyone ate, drank, sang and was merry 

in preparation for the Inter-house gala the 

following day.

The Inter-house gala was a fantastic day. It 

was a wonderful sight to see the girls who were 

not swimming singing and cheering for the 

participants with such enthusiasm and heart. 

The swimmers did an incredible job and made 

the house very proud. Meniman won the overall 

event but Jagger was still pushing forward for the 

rest of the year. The Inter-house sports day was a 

true reflection of Jagger’s heart and the pride the 

girls had for the house. I can remember our junior 

waterpolo team had only five members but they 

were determined to play and not give in. Jagger 

did very well in the basketball and the senior

To Merri.rvia.vi o.wdL Rolt, 

Oulla and. 'Dornini.cjue, bUawk 

you for an incredible year 

and. aLL fclie support you 

have given. Vou v»>ere great 

opposition and. 

great Leaders too.

lit

waterpolo. A special mention must be made of 

Carla Gubb whose cheers for the watepolo could 

be heard by everyone in the vicinity. Jagger won 

the overall event.

The highlight of each year is Inter-house 

singing and this year it was no different. Each 

house enters the competition with one objective: 

to win. The blazing competitive streak in even 

the most innocent and sweet people is evident 

as singing takes over their lives. The pride 

possessed by Jaggerians reaches an all-time 

high from rehearsals up until the night of the 

competition. Every practice was a joy as the 

girls were dedicated, focused and determined. 

Jaggerians sang with great integrity, enthusiasm 

and pride and had fun. The night was a success 

and our hard work was evident. The trophy 

went to Merriman and it was well-deserved. 

We may not have won the singing but that night

The house continued to prove itself as the 

Grade 11s took the House to victory once again 

in the Inter-house plays. It was great to see how 

many girls were involved in the process and 

having fun doing so. All the houses had shown 

great talent and creativity but Jagger took the 

trophy that night. Jagger also won the Best 

Actress of the night.

I have thoroughly enjoyed being captain 

of Jagger this year and its all because of the 

great, enthusiastic, dedicated and loving girls 

who helped me in every way possible. I found 

a new sense of pride for being a house captain 

because nothing can prepare you for the year 

ahead. The Grade 8s were fantastic as they 

carried the enthusiasm and heart throughout 

the year and made me feel worthy to be their 

leader. Thank you to every other grade for 

supporting and helping. To the matrics that

ltd
n a v i

I learnt something truly special about Jagger: 

that their love, respect and care for their house, 

its leaders and what it stands for is invincible 

and that made me incredibly proud. A special 

thanks to the matrics who worked endlessly, 

the band and the ensemble. Jagger continued in 

great stride as we won the school Eisteddfod. 

We dominated in the dance, drama, music, and 

public speaking. Victory was finally ours.

made every last inter-house school event 

special, crazy and spontaneous. Nothing 

would be possible without the large bundles 

of energy and creative thinking from my 

incredible vice-captain Natasha Liesner as she 

was dedicated and constantly motivating the 

house. Thank you very much to Ms Frick for 

her determination, support and patriotism for 

which I am truly greatful.
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m f r r ïm á n  REPORT
year of new ideas, all­

round success and, once 

again, a year bubbling 

with excitement and 

great participation... 

Merriman 2010! As 

head of Merriman for 

2010,1 aimed to increase the role of the house 

so that the girls would have an even greater 

pride, reflecting on the past years and knowing 

that they were a part of Merriman.

It is hard to write a report on a house 

without making it sound clichéd: each 

year girls will speak of pride, passion and 

enthusiasm, but what seems to be forgotten is 

the idea of supporting girls within your House 

and ensuring that each girl is confident in 

what she is doing. This confidence creates the 

desire within girls to help their House succeed.

The year was filled with various House 

activities that brought the girls together, the 

biggest being House braais, the Inter-house 

gala and, of course, the Inter-house singing. 

The House braai officially started with the 

welcoming of the Grade 8s, who were asked

to dig for their house badges in a big tub of 

bright red jelly. The Matties were also given 

their Merriman hoodies which created Matric 

unity and smiles all round.

The gala was our next big task and ended 

up being a day where the girls came in true 

Merriman style and carried their energy 

throughout the event. Looking at the sea of red 

with each girl having a big red handprint on 

her face reminded me of the need in Herschel 

girls to be the best they can, no matter what 

they are doing.

There were, of course, smaller events as 

well, such as the mini Inter-house Sports Day 

and the Eisteddfod, where I was constantly 

surprised by the multiple talents that all the 

girls and not only the Merriman girls, have 

to offer.

To end off the year, we were all wrapped 

in the enchanted atmosphere of Inter-house 

singing where every Merriman girl carried 

a floating red light in a white balloon. As I 

conducted that night, I looked at the beautiful 

smiles of all the girls and realised why I had 

chosen this portfolio. Being head of Merriman

has been an absolute honour.

I will always remember Mevrou de Bruijn 

with her “vat vyfs” after every success and 

the fact that she is constantly bubbling with 

enthusiasm. I would like to thank her for being 

so supportive and for her guidance throughout 

the year.

I would also like to say congratulations 

to the other heads of House. The three 

of us worked together and shared many 

ideas instead of keeping them to ourselves. 

We supported each other and have laughed 

so much.

The Merriman girls have worked hard and 

this has resulted in the winning of the singing, 

the gala and, eventually, the House Shield. 

However, the things that I’ll remember are 

things like seeing the memorable image of 

all the girls carrying the floating red lights 

or seeing one third of the school with red 

handprints stamped on their faces.

I wish Kate all the best for 2011. I could 

think of no-one better to hand my portfolio to 

and I know that she will keep up the wonderful 

spirit that Merriman House carries, i t
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2010

Sports awards^
Squash

: «THE JILL PHILLIPS TROPHY for the most 

: improved player -  Christina van der

Merwe

Netball
I • THE SIBU DLOVA TROPHY is awarded to 

• an U14 netball player who has shown 

I enthusiasm, talent and commitment

throughout the season -  Charlotte 

Bosomworth

I • The most improved netball player -  

Catherine Lourandos

I • Certificate for the biggest contribution to 

Herschel netball -  Lara Dendy Young 

j • Certificate for the most talented netball 

player -  Kwasi Ritchie Roux 

I «JUSTINE PETERS TROPHY for dedication to 

netball -  Helene Comitis

Waterpolo
• THE LAWRENCE TROPHY for the most 

improved waterpolo player -  Lara 

Dendy Young

• THE KATE WATTS trophy for the most 

dedicated waterpolo player -  Emily van 

Heerden

• THE MORELLI TROPHY for the girl who 

has made the biggest contribution to 

waterpolo -  Jamie Grant and Amy 

McMillan

Basketball
• Certificates awarded for dedication to 

Herschel basketball -  Shannon Scholtz 

and Sibu Maseko

• Certificate for most improved player -  

Amelia Vernede

• THE NICOLA VERNON TROPHY for team 

contribution and good sportsmanship -  

Sivenkosi Gubangxa

Cross country
• Certificates for dedication to cross 

country -  Kelly Blair, Olivia de Klerk, 

Jade Hubner, Margeaux Malherbe

• Certificate awarded for exceptional 

improvement shown over the season. -  

Micaella Parker.

• THE SCOTT trophy is presented to the best 

multi-disciplined sports achiever this year -  

Micaella Parker. She has represented 

Western Province in both track and cross 

country this year.

T ennis
• A certificate is awarded for ongoing success 

and achievement in 2010 -  Mikayla Morkel 

Brink. She played for the SA team at the 

Africa Cup Qualifying tournament.

• BALLANCETROPHY for the girl who has 

contributed most to tennis -  Megan 

Quenet- Meintjes

Swimming
: • THE FAB IA NESERTROPHY is awarded to 

a swimmer in any grade who has shown 

team spirit, dedication and enthusiasm 

throughout the season. This year we 

have awarded this trophy to the U19 

Team -  Dominique Dryding, Emily 

van Heerden, Megan Foster and Lara 

DendyYoung

; •THE GILBERTTROPHY for the swimmer of 

the year -  Jennifer van Heerden

t ESS31BS53E
: • Certificate awarded to the most promising 

indoor player -Talya Cartwright 

; • Certificate awarded for the most

improved indoor player -Tayla Karstens 

t 'Certificate awarded for the most

consistent indoor player-Tarryn Horner

• The most promising hockey player -  

Talya Cartwright

• Certificate for the most improved hockey 

player -  Andrea Liddle

• Certificate awarded for dedication and 

commitment to Herschel hockey 

-Jam ie Grant

• *THE BONELLIE TROPHY for a player who

'• has achieved throughout her hockey 

career at Herschel and has been an asset 

to her team both on and off the field. She 

has shown an encouraging and positive 

attitude to her team mates. -  Tarryn 

Horner

l  • THE THOMAS TROPHY for outstanding 

play and exceptional team spirit and 

enthusiasm. -  Andrea Liddle

■ • THE LEADERSHIP TROPHY is awarded to 

a girl in any grade who in a position of 

leadership and has shown an ability to 

inspire, motivate and engender team 

spirit. -  Tarryn Horner

i «THE PICKUP TROPHY for all-round 

participation in sport. From Grade 8 

through to Grade 12 the nominees have 

been given points for all the sporting 

activities that they have participated in. 

Provincial representation is not to be 

included in the final total. -  Hannah 

Knight

• SERVICE AWARDS for outstanding service 

to Herschel sport. -  Jamie Grant, Amy 

McMillan, Carla Gubb

• HANNATH TROPHY is awarded to any girl 

in the school who has achieved honours 

in a sport through dedication amounting 

to the most outstanding achievement of 

the year. -  Melissa Greeff

; • THE CHAMBERS TROPHY FOR

SPORTSMANSHIP -  Emily van Heerden

• THE BRIDGMAN TROPHY 

FOR SPORTSGIRL OF 

THE YEAR is awarded 

to a Matric girl who 

has excelled in school 

sport throughout 

her school career. -  

Tarryn Horner
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CROSS-COUNTRYTEAM
FRONT ROW: Ms T Rossouw, K van den Aardweg, C Verhoef, 0  de Klerk (vice-captain), M  Malherbe (captain), 

6 Buchanan, N Erasmus, Mrs R Scott (coach) M IDDLE ROW : E Bonadei, T  Cartwright, D Murray, L  du Plessis, 

L Patterson, C Murray, J Hiibner, N Scott, C Renaud BACK ROW : K Blair, M  Forbes, A  Snoek, F Fitzgerald, M Parker, 

L  Jacobs, M van der Merwe

COUNTRY
B Y  MARGAUX MALHERBE

The Herschel Cross-country team shone as 

we won the PGSGU Inter-Schools cross­

country trophy for the 13 th time in a row, 

beating Springfield, Rustenburg, St Cyprians 

and Wynberg Girls! Stars such as Celeste 

Renaud, Natasha Scott, Tayla Cartwright, 

Nicole Erasmus, Candice Murray, Micaella 

Parker and Ariadne Snoek all had top three 

rankings in their age groups.

Micaella Parker has also done Herschel 

cross-country very proud by coming first 

in the Western Province Championships, 

being selected for the Western Cape team 

and representing Western Cape at the S.A 

Championships in Rustenberg.

We have had lots of fun, every league race 

day on Wednesdays, as many of us compete 

against other schools with Mr Probyn always 

proving to be a committed and keen supporter, 

cheering us on. Whether girls competed socially 

or competitively, Herschel has done very well 

in the overall results of the Southern Zone and 

Table Bay cross-country league races.

SQUASH
B Y  HANNAH KNIGHT

Herschel squash has been extremely strong 

this year with eight girls representing Western 

Province in their respective age groups. All 

of the WP teams performed well at the inter­

provincial tournaments with three teams

winning medals. Special mention must go 

to Chanel Erasmus for her inclusion in the 

U19 South African team as a result of her 

outstanding results throughout the year.

All four teams have had successful league 

seasons with the first team playing in the Boys 

A league and holding their own against some 

tough male competition. The seconds played in 

a strong U19A girls league against many first

teams and their squash improved drastically as 

a result of these challenging matches.

The top six girls also had some very difficult 

matches at the Top Schools Tournament which 

they participated in at the beginning of the third 

term. After beating Rustenburg to qualify for 

this prestigious tournament, Chanel Erasmus, 

Hannah Knight, Inge Rist, Megan Russell, 

Christina van der Merwe and Natasha Krumbock 

travelled to Pietermaritzburg where they faced 

some of the top girls in the country. Everyone 

learned a lot from the high standard of squash 

both played and on display at Top Schools.

The perfect end to a long and busy season 

was the Inter-schools tournament held at 

WPCC in September. The top five played their 

hearts out in an exciting morning of fast-paced 

squash. At the end of it, Herschel came out top 

and we took home the trophy, which we had 

been denied by Wynberg, last year. Overall, 

it has been a very rewarding season as I have 

seen so many girls grow in both confidence 

and ability on the squash court. I would like to 

thank everyone for their unfailing commitment 

as well as Ms Scarola for her dedication to 

the team, constant enthusiasm and positive 

encouragement, which often went unnoticed.
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Hockey"*
REPORT

BYTARRYN HORNER

The 2010 winter hockey season began with our 1st 

hockey team travelling to the highly prestigious St 

Mary’s Hockey Festival, where 28 of the top hockey 

schools across southern Africa competed. Here 

Herschel finished seventh overall, improving by 

four places from last years 11th finish. This hockey 

tournament allows our lst-team girls to prepare 

themselves for the upcoming season and form a 

strong team bond with their fellow team mates. 

Our hockey players experience a greater level 

of hockey here than that which is played at home. 

This tournament provided vast improvements that 

most definitely contributed to a successful season.

The 1st team had an excellent, unbeaten season. 

We finished third in the league due to a few drawn 

matches which lessoned our overall tally of points. 

The team had an unbelievable season and even 

many injuries and illnesses along the way proved 

to be no obstacle for our victorious 1st team. The 

girls formed amazing friendships and 2010 shall 

truly be an unforgettable season.

The team, once again, successfully won the 

annual PGSGU Inter-schools Hockey Tournament 

hosted at the Wynberg astro. The afternoon was 

filled with cheers and our team was especially 

grateful for the support they received.

HerscheTs U16A team proved to be an 

exceptionally talented side and won all of their 

league games. The U16A, 2nd and 1st hockey 

teams all travelled to Grahamstown, along with 

our 1st netball team, midway through the winter 

sports season. Here each of our teams played 

against Kingswood, DSG and Hudson Park. Our 

teams all played superbly and produced excellent 

results. This tour allowed our teams to bond and 

also allowed for more support for one another 

which is usually a difficult task at home. Our girls 

truly enjoyed this experience and many wonderful 

memories were made.

The U14A team showed great improvement as 

the season progressed. The U14s had a wonderful 

team with many enthusiastic players. The season 

provided mixed results for the U14s although each 

player enjoyed the season. The U16As finished 

fourth and the U14As finished third in their 

respective PGSGU Inter-Schools tournament.

Hockey always proves to be a popular winter 

sport as many enthusiastic teams are entered into the 

league. The hockey season of 2010 was immensely 

successful overall. I was privileged to have led such 

talented players and I am very proud of each one of 

our hockey players who all added to the success of 

the season.
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Indoor hockey
REPORT

BYTARRYN HORNER 
Indoor Hockey proved to be a very popular 

summer sport, with the sports centre filled with 

spirited girls every Wednesday, supporting our 

teams. Great depth was shown by all of our 

teams, this season. Eight teams were entered 

into the indoor leagues. Seven were victorious 

in their respective leagues and the 5th team 

came second in theirs.

Indoor hockey allows for mixed age groups 

in every team and girls can befriend others in 

different grades, which allows for more unity 

within the school.

The success of our eight teams this year was 

undoubtedly due to the efforts of our fantastic 

coaches, Mr Scott and Miss White. Mrs Botha 

also plays an enormous role in the indoor 

hockey life of Herschel, as she organises all 

the leagues and hosts weekly matches in the 

Herschel Sports Centre.

The 1st indoor team ended their season 

on a high note, having won the league, while 

remaining unbeaten. The 1st team also competed 

in the annual PGSGU inter-schools indoor 

hockey tournament hosted by Herschel, where 

they convincingly won the trophy, once again.

Thank you to all of the girls who 

enthusiastically participated in the respective 

leagues this year and those who continually ran 

the indoor table each week. The indoor season 

of 2010 has undoubtedly been one of the most 

successful seasons for Herschel.

INDOOR HOCKEYTEAM
FRONT ROW: T  Horner, M r A Scott (coach), A  Liddle BACK ROW : M  Parker, T  Karsten, C Erasmus, C Noland

TENNIS TEAM
FRONT ROW: L  Kerswill, 0  Gull (vice-capt), M  Quenet-Meintjes (captain), S Acton BACK ROW : C Heerden, M  Morkel-Brink, A  Rothman
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2010

Waterpolo
REPORT

BY LARA DENDY YOUNG

After a successful 2009 Waterpolo season, 

much was expected of the 2010 season, 

especially with many of the 2009 1st team 

players returning and leading the school from 

the front.

Once again, it is pleasing to report that 

Herschel Waterpolo is as strong and healthy as 

ever. The high standard of talent, organisation, 

facilities and coaching, along with the general 

support, pride and spirit bears testimony to the 

strength of the sport at Herschel.

Waterpolo has grown tremendously over 

the years and Herschel is now one of the 

strongest schools in the country at this sport. 

We now boast six teams with every age group 

filling the maximum (and at times more) 

number of players. Each team has a coach and 

our new waterpolo pool is the envy of many 

other schools.

The U14 group, coached by Kimberly 

Schmidt, showed much determination by 

developing and improving their fitness and 

skills with every game they played. They 

showed true Herschel spirit by their enthusiasm 

in the game and continuous encouragement to 

their fellow team members.

Our super U16 group, coached by David 

Bloom, had an exceptional season this year,

‘cleaning up’ all opposition, as well as winning 

their Ultima Cup final.

The senior teams, coached by the 1st team 

coach, Paul Martin, have had a very successful 

season. The group has achieved outstanding 

results in the Western Cape and performed well 

at various festivals around the country such as 

the annual St Peter’s Tournament where the 

1st team were pipped in the semi-final. They 

also lost a marathon penalty shoot-out at 

the local Waller Cup final, to our arch-rival, 

Reddam House. The 1st team was packed with 

provincial players, who all have the potential to 

go further and play for South Africa.

A thank you must go to all our coaches. We

certainly are very lucky to have such quality, 

dedicated coaches who have taught us so much.

Finally, I would like to pay special thanks to 

our dedicated and committed score and time 

keepers, Carla Gubb and Emma-Jane Truter 

who have sat through countless matches, 

controlling all the technicalities; all the referees 

who volunteer their own time; our biggest 

fan, Mr Probyn, who never misses a match 

and, last but not least, all the moms, dads 

and family members who attend our matches 

and travel around the country to watch us -  a 

big thank you! I look forward to coming back 

again in the years to come and watching my 

alma mater once again.
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ims years swimming season kicked off b 

training. The girls put enthusiasm and hard 

attempt to beat rivals Springfield and Rhenis 

Newlands and the PGSGUgala, which was 1 

At the A-league we faced some tough cc 

nval schools and although we all fought hard 

effort, we ended third, being narrowly beate; 

first) and Springfield (who came second)

At the PGSGUgala, however, wepushed o, 

to come second by a much smaller margin. S 

the under 19s who managed to win their age g 

Although we didn’t take home the ™  31

g *uiu nerscnel swimming 

■rful to lead. Thank you to our 

, who was behind the team every 

sam morale up even during those 

i also to all the parents and fellow 

our galas. Your enthusiasm was

swimming team of
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2010

Basketball
REPORT

BY SIVENKOSIGUBANGXA

Basketball at Herschel has always exceeded the lessons on 

teamwork, leadership, communication and health one learns in 

sport. Basketball at Herschel is all about a family and a sense of 

pride to be part of such an incredible team.

All teams at Herschel were very successful this year. The 

teams worked hard together, trained hard together and the result 

became evident on the court. The Grade 8 team showed a great 

deal of heart and enjoyment at practices and games. The U16 

team did an amazing job this year. The team always showed 

great commitment and enthusiasm in all spheres of basketball, 

whether they were playing, supporting or training. This talented 

team won most of their matches. A special mention must go 

to Alexis de Wet, Amelia Bergh and Catherine Jeffery who 

managed to keep the team motivated throughout the season.

The first team is a group of girls who have been together since 

Grade 8 and the passion, commitment, drive and enthusiasm 

that is put into every practice and game has not dwindled over 

the past few years. The relationship of the team members went 

beyond just playing a sport. They became an unstoppable unit, 

determined to do their best. There were many challenges as 

members returned from or left on exchange, but this effect was 

not evident in the way in which the girls played every game. The 

highlight of the season was definitely beating the German School 

at Herschel. The girls played with such incredible heart and the

importance of the victory to each member was noticeable in the 

way they played. The 1st team was more than a school sports 

team but a group of girls that respected and honoured each other 

in the greatest manner possible. The games were always very 

intense and the girls were always focused.

Our coach, Ange Muller, kept us motivated through her 

support and encouragement. She has made basketball the sport 

that it is at Herschel. I would like to thank Ange for all that 

she has done for Herschel basketball this year as well as for the 

impact she has made on the girls’ lives over the past few years. 

Thank you to Amelia Vernede, vice-captain, who continuously 

encouraged and supported the team and kept the spirit of 

basketball alive. Thank you to the girls who assisted with table 

and to the girls who supported who didn’t even play the sport: 

your support was appreciated. Thank you to all the basketball 

girls for a fantastic and successful season. Continue to play with 

great spirit, heart, passion and drive.
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Netball
REPORT

BY LARA DENDY YOUNG
This exhilarating sport is one of the many 

included in Herschel’s winter programme and, 

under the inspirational tutelage of our 2010 

coaches, Lezandre Jacobs (1st team), Jenna 

Woker (U16), Natalie Woker and Jemma 

Dendy Young (U14), we have had a very 

successful season. Of course, in keeping with 

Herschel tradition, the teams have endured all 

that has been thrown at them and come out on 

top as one of the season’s favourites.

Adding to the fun elements of netball are 

the adrenaline-soaked practices which some 

may call the very root of fun and enjoyment 

that is had by all and the very reason we come 

back every year for more.

As usual the season ends with a very spirited 

inter-schools play-off where the exciting 

battle for the Cup makes for an entertaining 

day. Thanks to our 2010 hosts at Sans Souci, 

we got to enjoy a day filled with great sport 

and school spirit. In true Herschel style, all 

netball teams placed in the top three with the

Thanks to our 2010 
hosts at Sans Souci, 
we got to enjoy a day 

filled with great sport 
and school spirit

U16s achieving the well-deserved spotlight 

for taking first place in their age group. As if 

this was not enough, they also took the Cup, 

signifying that they scored the most number of 

goals overall. This was a very proud moment 

for us. Inter-schools generally signifies the end 

of the season, but for the U16s the season was 

not over. As a result of coming out top of the 

southern suburb league, they went on to play 

in the play-offs.

Of course, the success of netball at Herschel 

would not be possible without the wonderful 

coaches and our Director of Sport, Mrs Helen 

Botha.

2010

FRONT ROW: X Greenhalgh, J Hampton (capt 

BACK ROW: C Hermans, C Bosomworth, L Spokes, E Perrott, C Turnbull
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Bruce Probyn receives the Herschel Golf sponsorship 

cheque from Rob Berry.

Herschel

On Friday 15 October, the Royal Cape Golf Club hosted 

the traditional Herschel School Golf Day. The course was in 

excellent condition and the weather conditions were reasonable, 

as golfing goes.

There was once again a capacity field and by all accounts the 

players had a most enjoyable and fun-filled day. It was not too 

lengthy a round, despite the shotgun start. The prize-giving was 

well attended and, judging by the jovial atmosphere, everybody 

was keen to see if they had won a prize.

On offer were some magnificent prizes, kindly donated by 

parents and friends of the school.

Without doubt this makes the 

Herschel Golf Day very special and 

I believe that most of the golfers go 

home feeling like winners. No fewer 

than 50 two-balls received prizes this year. I would especially 

like to thank our committee, Debbie Hickman, Joy Krige, Rene 

Lanfear and Sandra Mostert, who gave so much of their time 

to phone and enquire about possible prize donations. Without 

these dedicated moms, this Golf Day would surely not get off 

the ground. We all thank you most sincerely for your efforts.

We were also very privileged to receive many hole 

sponsorships despite the tough economic times. These sponsors 

play a significant role in boosting the final amount that we are 

able to achieve, so a huge debt of gratitude is owed to them.

The new prefects, too, were superb on the day, as they helped 

at the reception table and managed to convince the players to 

buy numerous raffle sheets. I think some of them have a huge 

future in sales as their powers of persuasion were remarkable 

and it was very difficult to pass them by without being pulled 

back to buy at least two sheets.

Our main sponsor again this year was Berry & Donaldson 

and I would like to extend our sincere thanks especially to Rob 

Berry for his support and tremendous generosity in this regard. 

His significant sponsorship of R20 000 enabled us to reach a

substantial profit of approximately R100 000 (the largest to 

date!). Herschel is indeed lucky to have such friends.

This is much more than just a golf day fundraiser. 

We really appreciate the support and energy that all the 

participants bring to the day. Together we are able to 

share in a sport which is such a leveller, while enjoying 

the company of those who are brought together by this 

great game.

I look forward to seeing you all again next year. Happy 

golfing!

{
Without these dedicated moms, this G olf D ay 

would surely not get off the ground }
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PREPARATORY

REPORT
BY BELINDA HEIDMANN

“So many of our dreams at first seem 
impossible, then they seem improbable, and 
then when we summon the will, they soon 
become inevitable.” -  Christopher R eeve

PREPARATORY STAFF 2010

2
010 was going to be a year to 

remember. We all knew that. A 

year that held the promise of 

change and with that came a sense 

of anticipation. A year in which 

our country would have the opportunity to 

spread its unique spirit across the world. A 

year in which we knew as a school that we 

could spread the true spirit of Africa, a spirit 

of love, sharing and community, a gees like no 

other country has. A year in which dreams 

would become a reality both in our country 

and our school.

Over the past year I have attended many 

presentations that have dealt with the fact that 

without imagination and the ability to dream 

and hope, the future world looks bleak. We 

need to be encouraging our children to be 

optimistic, enthusiastic and hopeful about the 

future. All children dream, wish and hope. 

They are born naturally optimistic about 

life. We need to ensure that we nurture this, 

allowing them to dream and hope and wish so 

that their future is one which is positive and 

successful. So often we allow adult cynicism 

to rob them of their own path, inadvertently 

preventing them from reaching their potential 

and realising these dreams. With this in mind 

we have focused on dreaming at Herschel 

Prep this year. In order to dream, we need 

to imagine.

“Imagination has brought mankind 

through the dark ages to its present state of 

civilisation. Imagination led Columbus to 

discover America. Imagination led Franklin 

to discover electricity. Imagination has given 

us the steam engine, the telephone, the 

talking-machine, and the automobile, for 

these things had to be dreamed of before they 

became realities. So I believe that dreams -  

daydreams, you know, with your eyes wide

open and your brain machinery whizzing -  

are likely to lead to the betterment of the 

world. The imaginative child will become 

the imaginative man or woman most apt to 

invent, and therefore to foster, civilisation.”

-  L. Frank Baum

Our Readathonwas the perfect opportunity 

to encourage our girls to use their imagination. 

In keeping with the theme T dreamed a 

dream’, the library was decorated in dreamy 

streams of chiffon in rainbow colours creating 

a canopy under which the girls could sit and 

read. The entrance to the school was graced 

by an imposing Baobab Wishing Tree on 

which many girls pasted notelets with their 

hopes, wishes and dreams. Dream catchers, 

bridges, pillows and fairy gardens all leading 

to Jacob’s Ladder really did encourage the 

girls to dream.

The power of dreams was reinforced by 

Jerome Damon, one of the South African 

referees for the World Cup, who shared his 

story with our girls. A story that began as a 

dream. He wanted to become a referee that 

could make South Africa proud. The problem 

was he did not even play soccer. Through 

perseverance and persistence, he walked out 

onto the field as one of SA’s selected referees 

for the event. A dream was realised!

As a staff, we began to look at how we could 

encourage others to realise and reach their 

dreams. After much deliberation we decided 

that in order for children to dream, they 

needed to have access to books and reading, as 

this would allow children from all walks of life 

to be transported to a place where they realised 

the endless possibilities that the world has 

to offer. As a result we formed a sustainable 

relationship with the Shine Centre, an 

organisation that promotes the advancement 

of literacy in South Africa. The relationship

is based on our girls and parents providing 

support in many different forms.

The dream-making on campus continued.

Imagination and a vision led to the 

amazing building project that began this 

year. A project that I believe will continue to 

allow our girls to be creative and imaginative. 

The environment in which they are learning 

is surrounded by beauty, light open spaces 

and the sounds of water trickling in the 

background. The spectacular views must 

surely encourage them to dream and imagine. 

The state-of-the art technology lab will be a 

place for girls to imagine and create solutions 

to the problems faced by the world today. 

This environment combines technology and 

basic skills in a truly remarkable combination, 

allowing for growth in skills which are so vital 

for success in a future world.

For many years we have spoken of an 

exchange programme with a school in 

the UK. We have explored the possibilities 

and eventually, for the first time this year, 

Herschel Prep hosted girls and staff from 

Edge Grove Prep in the UK. We will continue 

this programme for many years to come and 

are looking forward to visiting Edge Grove 

in 2011.

We have encouraged the girls this year to 

decide, do, dare, risk, strive, search and make 

it happen by using every ounce of enthusiasm 

and energy and an attitude that is positive, 

proactive and the belief that everything and 

anything is possible.

As the door closes on a year that has been 

filled with exciting developments that started 

as mere dreams, we look forward to 2011. I 

know that Herschel will continue to lead in all 

educational spheres and that the year ahead 

will be as fulfilling and successful as the one 

that has been.
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Head of Preparatory
Mrs B Heidmann, HDE (CTCE)

Senior Preparatory

Head of Senior Preparatory: 

Mrs L Martin, TTHD(JCE)

F oundationPhase 
staff ■ ■ ■
Head of Junior Preparatory:

Mrs H J Bailey, HDE (Paarl)

Mrs D Cownley, HDE (Art), PTDIII (Jun) 

Mrs K Luyt, PTD Senior Primary (CTCE), 

JP (PCFE)

Support staff
; Mrs A Cawood, BA (SW) Honours 

I Mrs R Stakemire, DE (CTCE) FDE (Cape 

t Tech) ACE Learning Difficulties (UNISA)

: Mrs S Schuurmans, BA (Wits) EC, MSc Ed 

: Remedial (California State University)

Mrs A Baikoff, BPrimEd (UCT),

B Ed (UNISA)

Ms P Beeton, BA (Natal), B Ed (UCT), DSE 

Senior Library Science, H Dip Bibl (UNISA) 

Mrs M Bonellie, NTSD (Natal), Phys Ed 

Mrs L Boyd, BMus (Ed) UCT, UTLM (UNISA) 

Mrs S Centurier-Harris, B Ed (CTCE) ACE 

Learning Difficulties (UNISA)

Ms L Cowie, HDE (ECE), Dip. Ed 

Management (RAU)

Mrs Y Davis, Technology Assistant 

Mrs J Goldschmidt, ICTTeacherand 

Co-ordinator

Mrs L Hampton, PTD, PTD Art 

Mrs L Howard-Tripp BA STD (UCT)

Mrs A Lewis, BPrimEd (UCT)

Mrs C Moritz, BA (Stell)

Mrs M Roebert, B Home Economics 

Ed (Stell)

Mrs R Strauss HDE (ECE)

Mrs A van Niekerk BA Ed (RAU)

Mrs L Verster, DE Senior Primary (CTCE), 

FDE Remedial Education (UNISA)

Ms PVundla, DipEd (CapeTown College), 

HDE (CTCE)

Ms J Ward BMus (Ed), LRSM (Clarinet),

HDE (UCT)

Ms E Webster, HDE, PTDIII (GTC)

MsT Mazibuko, National Dip Ed, DE III,

HDE Pre-Primary (CapeTechnikon)

Mrs Y Meyer, B Ed (UNISA)

Mrs J R Nel, DE (UPE), Dip Sp Ed, Remedial 

(UNISA) :

Ms F Pama, Trainee 

Mrs K Rutgers, HDE (CTCE),

Remedial (RAU)

Pre-preparatory staff
Head of Pre-Preparatory: Mrs J Brock, 

NTD (Barkely House), FDE Hons (University 

of Pretoria)

Mrs C Blencowe, HDE, Pre-Primary (Barkly 

House), DipSpEd, Remedial (UNISA)

Ms A Bossr, N6 Educare 

Mrs S Bossr, Assistant Teacher Grade R 

Ms T Dicey, BA Hons (UCT) HDE Pre- 

Primary (CTCE)

MsT Dreyer, N6 Educare 

Ms K Kula, Prime Care Certificate 

Ms M Martin, Prime Care Certificate 

Mrs E Odendal, BA (UWC), HDE Junior 

Primary

Mrs A Swan, HDE (Edgewood Training 

College, Natal)

Mrs L Thomas, HDE Pre-primary (Barkly 

House College)

Administrative staff
Mrs C Levitt, Pre-Preparatory Secretary 

Mrs J K Pritchard, PA to Head of 

Preparatory

Mr R Rhoda, ICT Network Technician 

Ms C Sawyer, Admissions/Marketing 

Secretary, HDE (JCE)

Mrs M Sleigh, Receptionist/Secretary 

Mr M Visage, ICTTrainee Technician
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Farewell to 
Sue Bodington

Apart from teaching some mathematics, social and economic 

and management sciences and life orientation, Sue was 

responsible for the Community Outreach Programme for the 

Preparatory School. She carried out this task with enthusiasm.

Sue Bodington was Deputy Head 
o f the Preparatory until the end o f 
Term 2 this year

She initiated new outreach ventures and ensured that the girls 

and parents were fully involved in these. She carried through the 

school s motto, ‘Learning to make a difference’, and encouraged 

the girls to serve those who are less fortunate in the broader 

community in which they live.

Mrs Bodington was the co-ordinator of our pilot international 

pupil and staff exchange programme with Edge Grove School in 

the UK. It was an extremely successful venture and she ensured 

that the staff and girls from Edge Grove were well cared for and 

fully integrated into the school programme.

We wish her happiness and success in her future endeavours.

Farewell to 
Sheila Schuunnans
During Sheila’s years at Herschel, the 

Learning Support Department has grown 

enormously. There are now various members 

who form part of this team, including 

facilitators, physiotherapists, occupational 

therapists and speech therapists. She also

attributes the development of the team to 

principals who have given her their support 

and guidance. Sheila has a passionate belief 

in the benefits of inclusive education. Her 

calmly assertive input and insight have 

assisted teachers, pupils and parents to 

develop more accepting and patient attitudes

towards different learning styles. This mind­

set has permeated the fabric of Herschel and 

will undoubtedly form a lasting legacy to the 

work accomplished by Sheila.

Sheila’s love of children and her ability 

to form deep, lasting and meaningful bonds 

with so many Herschel girls over the years 

has, undoubtedly, laid positive foundations 

for their future academic and emotional 

stability. Sheila’s obvious joy when sharing 

how she loves teaching children to read is 

infectious. She also takes enormous pride in

the achievements of the girls with who she has 

been involved.

Sheila initiated the Grade 4 St James book 

project with great enthusiasm. She has also 

contributed her knowledge, vision and passion 

to the management team for many years 

and has been a supportive and encouraging

colleague and friend to many of the staff. 

Sheila describes Herschel as “my home”. She 

has given unstintingly of her loyalty, love and 

dedication which is reflected in the levels of 

professional admiration felt by staff members 

who describe Sheila as being elegant, gracious, 

serene, efficient, compassionate, empathetic 

and charming.

Sheila has given so much of herself 

to Herschel. She will be sorely missed by 

colleagues, parents and, especially, her many 

special girls. We wish her well!
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GRADE 1

G R A D E  1 A
FRONT ROW: Ms F Pama (learnership student), Z  Ebrahim, J Lancefield, C Romano, L Frater, I Gruber, N Duckitt, R Bagus, A  Abdulla, H Fraser, Mrs Y  Meyer M IDDLE ROW: J Wild, 

T Spencer, B Mlanjeni, E Halle, CWilson-Trollip, H Meyer, I Nicholson, L Formby BACK ROW: R Dower, A  Cheminais, S Clinch, H Ebrahim, M  DeVilliers, C Rumbelow, L Koopman, 

AV a n G raa n , L Burke

G R A D E  1 ALPHA
FRONT ROW: S Osman, L  Mohamed, C Fisher, K Pillay, G Colyn, I Susm anJ Godfrey, S Floquet, A  DeVilliers M IDDLE ROW: R Glanville, A M ondry, P Govan, G Wellington I McAdam 

G Horrigan, I Peters, L  Berman, J M undy, Mrs K Rutgers BACK ROW: S Miszewski, I Khan, C Hooper, E Silvester, J Levett, N Fourie, S Wilensky, K Rowell
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Chloe Romano Valentine's Day Grade 1A
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fAM GRATEFUL FOR...
. .  .m y uncles, aunties and cousins. I 

love my family and they love me they 

take me to places like the beach and 

Cavendish. -  Am aara Abdulla

. .  .m y sisters because they give me 

treats and they are kind to me and I 

bath and my sisters shower.

-  Rania Bagus

. .  .m y family -  they are Dylan and 

Brandon and mom and dad. My 

brothers sometimes fight with me 

but I still love them. -  Lily  Burke

. .  .being alive. I am grateful God is 

alive. -  A lexand ra Cheminais

. .  .m y dog who is very cute and I like 

taking my dog for walks with my 

family. -  Serena Clinch

. .  .love and my mom and my dad and 

my sister and my pet called Blacky 

and my pet called Rosy. I just love my 

family. -  Laura Form by

. .  .m y animals my fish and my dogs 

and my cats and my little hamster. 

-M ic h a e la  De Villiers

. .  .m y cousin and I am grateful for my 

mum because she spoils me and my 

d a d .-Z a r e e n a  Ebrahim

. .  .m y mum and dad. We love each 

other and we always will. My mom 

and dad get me lots of toys for me.

-  H arleigh Fraser

. .  .m y family. And my cat. I am 

grateful for everything. And my 

friends. -  Lucy Frater

. .  .having a lovely family who loves 

me and I am also grateful for my 

d o g s .-N o a D u c k itt

. .  .m y birthday parties because I get 

presents and cause I can blow out my 

candles. -  H annah M eyer

. .  .having a sister, she is Lucy and she 

is kind and I like my mom and dad and 

I like to go everywhere with them and 

I like my brother. -  Bakhe M lanjeni

. .  .m y dog and my puppy. My dogs 

name is Jadey and my puppy's name 

is Spike. Spike and Jadey like cuddling 

with me. -  Isabella Nicholson

. .  .m y kitten. Me and my kitten love 

to play and we love each other. Her 

name is Blacktail. -  Chloe Rom ano

. .  .having my very own kitten. I got 

her for my birthday. Shes my friend, 

her name is Sophia.

-  Chloë Rum be lo w

. .  .m y mum and dad they make me 

feel nice. -  Rosem ary Do w er

. .  .being alive and that I have my 

mom and llyaas and my daddy and 

that I have a home and I am alive. -  

Aaliyah  van  Graan

. .  .m y dog and her name is Tinky. 

When I come home she licks me and 

I like it. I like my mom and dad and I 

love my mom and dad.

-  Caitlin Wilson-Trollip

. .  .m y cats and my mum and my dad 

and my sister and my friends.

-  Isabella G ruber

. .  .m y mom and dad and I love them. 

They are my best parents in the world 

and I love them very much. They go 

to the shops and buy me stickers. -  

Eva Halle

. . .  my hamster when I get home she 

lies with me. I am grateful for TV and 

a lovely family. -  Lynd all Koopm an

. .  .m y cat and my kittens. Every day 

I feed them. They always want more. 

My kittens and cats names are Nesh, 

Shondunay and Mecu. -  Josie Wild

. .  .all the love in my mom, dad, Nicole 

and Robert. Sometimes Nicole and 

Robert helps me with mathletics. -  

Ja n e t Lancefield

. .  .m y puppy and my family. The 

thing I love about my family is they 

love me. -  Natasha Fourie

. .  .m y mom because she makes my 

body healthy. And I am grateful for 

my fish. -  Tallulah Spencer

. . .  my family -  they are my mom and 

dad and my sisters. I am grateful for 

my granny and grandpa and my aunty 

and my uncle. Uwais is my favourite 

cousin. -  H aad iyah  Ebrahim
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. . .m y  baby sister Ella andforthe 

world and for my mommy, daddy 

and Emily. -  Sarah Floq u et

• • a lovely warm home and for Mrs 

Rutgers as a lovely teacher and a 

lovely mom and dad.

-  Anastasia M on d ry

. . .  my mom and for my friends 

and my sisters. I am grateful for 

everything I have.- S o p h ie  

M iszewski

.. .m y  teacher. And also I am 

grateful that I am born. And last 

of all I am grateful for the world.

-  Isabelle Susman

. .  .m y lovely family. They take good 

care of me. I am grateful for my fish 

and he likes to dig holes in the tank.

-  Prisha Govan

. .  .m y cute puppy and his name is 

mini and he always plays with me.

-  Isabella McAdam

. .  .God who takes care of me and my 

family and for having my dog.

-  Sam antha W ilensky

. .  .the world and my family. My 

mommy, daddy and Matt because 

they make me happy.

-  Georgia Horrigan

.. .m y  mum and my dad. My 

hamster and dog are special just like 

Mrs Rutgers. -  Isabella Peters

. .  .m y horses and my dog Georgie.

I love my mom and dad. My cat Mia 

loves me. -  Jacqueline Go dfre y

. . .  helping my friends and family 

and everything else. -  Kendal 

Pillay

. .  .the best class. I like my teacher. 

am grateful for you. I am grateful for 

a cosy house. -  Jessica M u nd y

. .  .m y blanket and for my mom and 

dad and I am grateful for Zara. 

-G e o rg ia -C a te C o ly n

. .  .m y lovely family, they love me 

so much. I am grateful for my lovely 

nice friends. -  Layaan Moham ed

. .  .a family that loves me. And for 

my dogs and budgies.

-C a r o lin e  Hooper

•. .m y friends and family and my 

mom and dad and for my teacher.

-  Saarah Osman

. .  .a lovely world and I'm grateful for 

beautiful nature and a lovely family.

-  Rebecca Glanvill

. . . a  family and a home. I am 

grateful to go to school. I am 

grateful for everything I have. 

- I m a a n K h a n

. .  .m y family and my school. I am 

grateful because I have everything 

I need and I am grateful for being 

on the planet. -  Cara Fisher

. .  .being born and for a fun teacher. 

-  Kate Rowell

. .  .m y very nice parents which love 

me lots. I am grateful for my dog. 

She makes me happy when I am 

sad.Her name is Batty. -  Eleanor 

Silvester

. .  .a lovely school because I have lots 

o f friends. -  Gem m a W ellington

. .  .m y mom and dad. And I have my 

little brother and my big brother and 

big sister.- L e a h  Berm an

. .  .m y mom who loves me lots and 

takes care of me and a lovely family. 

- J u l i a  Le v e tt

•. .m y great family because they 

spoiled me on my birthday and for „ 

my lovely teacher.

-A m e l i e  De Villiers

We love 
each other 

and we 
always will
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HOWTO CATCH AN

INTERESTING

I will catch my chameleon by using these things. I will tie a rope • is covered with leaves and it falls in. Under it is a big net. I pull it

to a jar, and then I will throw the jar over the chameleon, then :  up and take it home.

I will pull the ropeand take the jar off it. Then I have caught my ;  -S h iv a d h n a  Govender

chameleon. -M a x in e C a d iz

0 I would like to catch the fox that runs really fast. I will catch it 

with really, really sticky stuff. It will run so fast. It will be fun to 

; catch. -  Georgina Brom ley

0 My interesting animal is a rabicorn. I will go to a big field and 

r dig a big hole and I will be sitting in the tree next to the hole 

and I will fill the hole with carrots and catch the rabicornl 

-  Georgia Searson

•  lam Danielle. This is how I am going to catch my pet, it will be 

a dinosaur, and this is how to do it. I will dig a hole and cover it

■ with leaves and a net. That is how I will catch my pet.

• -  Danielle Crabtree

•  My interesting animal is an octfish. To catch it, I will stand on a 

rock and jump into the sea. I will need a fishing net to catch my

;  octfish. -  Catherine Baker

•  My interesting animal is a dodoa bird. I will catch it with a net 

and throw it over its head. That's how I will catch it.

;  -  Call! B asnett

0 My animal is a griffen and this is how I will catch her. I will put 

;  her favourite food out and she will come and eat it and then 

;  I will throw a rope around her neck. -  O livia Fernandes

0  My interesting animal is a baboon. I am going to catch it with a 

;  rope and put it in a cage.—R ute n d o  Ndh lu n i

0 1 a m  catching an antudoor; I will need a rope and a trap. I will 

S throw the rope around it and then I will have it.

1 - K e ls e y E ls

0 My animal is a christring; I am going to catch it with a net. The

• creature is a kind of bug. -  Ju lia n a Mac Ro b e rt

0 I want to catch a Rabadraga. I will need a rope, food, water and

•  a net. I will put food out and I will watch for animals to eat the 

‘  food, then I will get the net and catch it. -  Josie Q uinlan

0 My interesting animal is a rainbowacorn. I am going to tell the 

;  weather man to make it rain. If it rains there will be a rainbow.

■ Then I will find the pot of gold on the rainbow and buy a 

"■ rainbowacorn from the lebricon. -  O livia Karas

0  I am catching a ladybird and I need a string. Then I will run and

• run and catch it and then I will tie the string. Then I am done.

1 -  Leah W eldon

0 I'm going to catch a bird. To catch it I need bird seeds. When 

they come I have to be quiet and use a butterfly net. I will walk

• slowly and then catch it and put it in a cage!

-  Ashley R am sbottom

0 My interesting animal is half a cheetah and half a lion. I am

• going to catch it by putting a net on the ground, then I will

;  climb up a tree with a piece of rope and tie it to the net and that 

;  is how I am going to catch it.

-  Honey Osrin

0 I have a nice pet, it's a fox. I will catch it like this. I will buy some 

beef and put it in a straight line then the fox will smell it and he 

;; will come along and follow it into the lore. -  Lau re n  Johnson

0 lam catching an anteater, and this is how I am going to do it.

. I am going to run after it, then creep after it and then put a net

*  over the anteater.- A n n a  Jones

0 This is how I'm going to catch my own pet, its name is bearenfly. 

;  I will go through the long grass and swim in the river with fish 

:  and tadpoles. I will run through a field with daisies and poppies, 

j  When I see the animal I will sing a song. When it sees me it will 

‘  like me and be my friend.- R u b y  Raton

0 A  unicorn is very hard to catch because it has a horn. I will need 

> a net and some rope and last, but not least a tree. When I have

• caught it I will feed it. -  Ae rin  Stirk

0 How to catch an interesting pet! I want to catch a puma. This 

;  is how I am going to catch my pet. Her name is Ella. I will get a 

« cage and see if I can find a piece of meat and then tie itto  the 

' top of the cage. Then I will get a net. I will sneak down low in 

;  the grass. When the puma is in the cage I will stand up quickly 

;  and close to the door. Then I have caught my pet puma. 

-S h a y S la u c k

0 I am going to have a dinosaur that bucks, I'm going to put raw 

;  meat that leads to the trap. It goes to the trap that I dug which

0 My interesting pet is a willfbird. I am going to catch it, when It 

g comes past me I am going to try jump and grab it.

-  Francesca Joh n ston e

0 I would like to catch a lion and a rabbit mixed, I would call it 

;  liyrabbit. To catch it I would take a piece of meat and tie a rope 

■ to it, when it pulls I will catch it.

-  Sa m a nth a Sale

0 I am catching a monkey. I will catch my animal with a rope. I 

will sneak up on it and then jump on it. I will slide down near it 

and jump on it. I will need a rope, steps and a kite. I will crawl 

under it and then jump on it. -  Takara Aspinall

0 This is how I'm going to catch my interesting animal which

* is a tata lala robot. I will take a thorn and tie it to string, put

* some cheese on it and put it on the grass. Then I will catch my 

;  interesting pet.

;  -C h u m is a  D o rnfo rd -M a y

0 I will catch a black eagle by setting a trap up in a tree.

!  I will take the black eagle back to my house in a cage.

*  -  M illie Frater



, HOWTO CATCH AN INTERESTING PET...
G R A D E  2 A L P H A ]

am going to catch a long neck dinosaur. I am going to go on a

I am catching a panda and this is how I am going to catch it. I 

am going to leave it some food when I am walking and when 

I get to the car I am going to leave some food for the panda 

then drive it back home. -  Ta tia na Cresw ell-Turner

I'm going to catch a Tea Reckxs with a rope and reins and a 

saddle to ride it home. I will feed it lots and lots of sweets. This 

is how I will catch it. I will put a rope around its neck and put a 

lot of sweets in front of him and put the saddle on his back and 

ride home and then build a really big house for my Tea Reckxs.

-  Demeye de Le e u w

I am going to catch this animal and it is a tiger so I am going to 

catch it like this. I am going to put a rope around his neck so I am 

going to hold the rope. I am going to pull the rope very hard so 

my dad is going to help. Then we are going to pull it and it will 

go back into its cage. -  Am eera Sonday

To catch snakes first find a hole in the ground. Make sure you 

wear gloves. Get a long stick and put it in the hole and come 

back later. If it has venom in it you know you have a snake in 

your garden. If you have any birds be careful and put a net over 

the hole and it will come in the net and you have a snake.

-  Elizab e th  Ingram

My animal is a cold zebrcoun. It has tw o horns and I am going to 

catch it with two big nets. One goes on the zebra's side and the 

other goes on the unicorn's side. That is how I'm going to catch 

it. -  Olivia Cresswell-Turner

I am going to catch a white bengal tiger and this is how. I will 

take a net and some rope and a gun to dart the animal and then 

you must be very sly. If it starts charging then you put your net 

in front of your legs and if it runs into the net then you have 

caught it. -  Rebecca D ix-Peek

I am going to catch a dinosaur. This is how: with a glass of water, 

some salt, lots of spices, chips, a piece of chocolate, cake, a 

sandwich, biltong, cupcakes, apples, grapes and pigs meat. Mix 

it up altogether and put it on a plate. It will come and you put it 

in a net and then take it inside.

-S a s k ia  B o oth

I want to catch a crocodile with tw o legs and three teeth and 

this is how I am going to do it. I am going to put two ropes down 

on the floor and put a fish in each rope. It will come and step in 

the rope and I will pull it.

-  Em m a Richardson

hot air balloon and go where they live. I will need lots of baskets 

of leaves. He will follow the baskets of leaves. And he will land 

up in his cage and we will go all the way back in a helicopter. 

-Ja c q u e lin e  Do w

I am doing a flying squirrel. It eats nuts and worms. And how am 

I going to catch it. I am going to get lots of nuts and worms and 

that is how I am going to catch it. It loves rain. How am I going 

to catch it. Pick it up and take it home.

- E m i l y  Alberts

I am going to catch my pet like this. I'm going to throw a ball 

and he will fetch it and play with it. I will give Jack a bone and 

he will eat it. Afterwards he will play with me the whole day 

and we will have fun. I will call Jack to come inside. I will use a 

rope to catch my pet. I will tie a rope around his tummy and tell 

him to follow me and he will come inside a listen to me. 

-G e o r g ia  Jacobs

I am going to catch the fish horse with food and put food in my 

house and leave the door open and when the fish horse runs in 

the house I am going to shut the door and I will have it.

-  Victoria Creswell-Turner

I am going to catch a flying squirrel and I need a net and some 

string. I am going to tie two pieces. One piece at the top and one 

piece at the bottom of the tree and with the string I am going to 

tie it into a web. I can get it back home to its mummy and then it 

will be safe. -  Lucy Miszewski

I am going to catch a unicorn for it to be my pet. I can't wait.

This is how I am going to catch the unicorn. Gently with a rope 

but I am not going to hurt it at all. I am going to be careful with 

It. The rope is going to be put around its neck.

-  Georgia Clark

I want to catch an elephant. This is how I am going to do it. I am 

going to take toy food and pull it. Then it will follow me and I'll 

take it home. -  Georgia Perdikis

This is my story about a snow chiter. They are fluffy and cute.

This is how you catch it. With a net and a stick and then you 

train it and then it's your house pet. When it comes for the steak 

I will put the net over him. -  Chiara W illiams-W ynn

I would like to catch a light blue tamed tiger. This is how I am 

going to catch it. I tie a bit of meat to the rope, make a lasso 

throw it on the tiger and pull it tight. And I have caught my 

tiger. The end. -  M ia Versfeld

How to catch an interesting pet. You need a net and some food 

and a rock and a tree. To catch it you tie the net to the tree and 

you put the rock on the net. -  Athe na Good

I am going to catch a pink leopard with purple spots. I am going 

to catch it with a net. I will throw it over the leopard and if that 

does not work I will use a rope and then I will take it home. 

- J e m m a  Luscombe

I am going to catch a cheetah to have as a pet. I will need to hide 

in the bushes with a net. Then I will throw the net over it. Then I 

will make sure it will not escape. Then I will take it home. 

-A le x a M e s h a m

How to catch a pigwing. You must get a fish then you must let it 

eat the fish and you pick him up. It must be very nice to have a 

pigwing. You pick him up with a hand carefully.

-  M arianna Efstath io u

The animal I am going to catch as a pet is called a terex tooth 

main. I will need a huge rope, full armour, a sword, a gun and 

a ginormous cage. First I will take the huge rope and swing it 

around the terexs tooth main then I'll pull him into the cage.

I need the gun, sword and armour in case he tries to attack 

me. Then I am going to feed him by throwing meat up into his 

mouth. The end. -G a b r ie lle L a n fe a r

I am catching a panda bear. I am going to get some bamboo 

and then I would build a cage. I would then take the panda bear 

to my garden and I will build a jungle gym. It can play on the 

jungle gym. That is how you catch a panda bear. I will tie a collar 

around the panda to get it to my garden. -  Charlotte Flem ing

I am going to catch a polar bear. To catch a polar bear you will 

need a whistle. Whistle it three times. It will look at you. Shake 

the whistle and throw a net at it. -  Jenna Hickman

I want to catch a crocodile to have as a pet. To catch a crocodile 

you need a big net and some fish and some rope. You will need 

a cart to take it home. Then you must lay the fish in a line to the 

net. The crocodile will follow the line of fish to the net and it will 

get caught in them. I will throw it over it and put it in the cart 

and take it home. -  Kate Hallé

I'm going to catch a griffin. I will need a rope and a jetpack. It 

lives in a Ferrari cave. You will have to jump over the lava. It will 

be flying around and around because It carries rocks and drops 

It in the lava. I swing my rope around and around. Then I catch 

the griffin. My time is up I must take it back with me.

-S h a n n o n  Pitm an

• • • • • •
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Jessica Lander
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Kinvara Clinch

Jemma Morris

Caitlin Dicker
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GRADE 3 ALPHA
We got to learn all the songs. Soccer Is my favourite sport.

I love the vuvuzelas. When it was the final, we had Spain and 

Netherlands cake. -  H annah Glanvill

I thought it was fantastic. Soccer is one of my favourite sports.

I think South Africa held the World Cup quite well. I thought we 

would have won the World Cup but I was wrong. 

-S ia n L a w re n s o n

It was magnificent because of the fans and exciting things like 

vuvuzelas, Zakumi and other things. I saw a game.. Everything 

was amazing. Only four more years left.

-  Josie-Alexandra Hickey

Germany came third and I learnt all the players' names. I liked 

it because I learnt a lot of new countries and their flags. It was 

wonderful because it was the first World Cup ever in South 

Africa. -  Katinka W ilkinson

I thought it was scary because people were stealing children for 

the World Cup. It was noisy because of all the vuvuzelas making 

such a noise. -  Elizab e th  Kebble

It was amazing that all the countries came to play in our 

country. There were so many smiling faces in the crowds. It was 

so much fun on the fan walk. I will remember it for ever and 

ever.- J e n n ife r  d u T o it

It is hard to host a World Cup and make a good impression.

I know because I went down the fan walk and went to three 

matches. -  K itty  Fisher

I went to England but I watched all the matches. I was shocked 

that they had fan parks. There was a live atmosphere. I loved 

the World Cup. -  Alisha Chagan

It was fun because a lot o f countries came together in Africa.

I went to the Uruguay v Netherlands match. Zakumi walked 

around and shouted "Ayoba" and blew the vuvuzela.

-  Nicola van Tellingen

I thought that the World Cup was fantastic because of all the 

countries that came to South Africa and the people that visited. 

It was a great experience for South Africa.

— Gina-Rose Bolligello

It was awesome. I went to a game but it was choc-a-block.

I went to a fan walk and got a vuvuzela and a Mohawk. It was 

fantastic except for all the pushing and shoving in the train 

but I enjoyed it. -  Isabella Pargiter

I liked the singing and dancing the best. Just a tip, Messi is the 

best player in the world. He plays for Argentina. I watched Italy 

versus Paraguay. The stadium was so beautiful.

- A y l a  Falconer

It was exciting to see countries playing against each other. 

When we went on the fan walk we went on a very big bridge. 

Everyone blew their vuvuzelas. It was wonderful.

-G e o r g ia  Angeliniadis

I thought it was an amazing experience for South Africa. Some 

will never get the chance to see their country hosting a World 

Cup and feel as proud as I do. I did the fan walk.

- J e m m a  Morris

Soccer has always been one of my favourite sports. I have two 

brothers so they always play soccer and I always join in. I also 

went on the fan walk. -  Sophie Hudson

Lots of countries played in the World Cup. The vuvuzelas were so 

loud. They made a racket that bothered all the people that came 

to visit. I was sad that Germany lost against Spain. 

-Z o ë Z e p p e l

I thought it was wonderfully well organized with the parade 

leading to the Cape Town Stadium. Well done Spain and 

Netherlands for making the final but an extra well done to Spain 

for winning. -  Natasha H ab lu tze l

The final was very epic. That match was the best one. The day 

before the final a friend's mom phoned my mom to say we could 

go to her house to watch it. I wanted Spain to win.

- A lic e  Townsend

I thought it was brilliant because people came from all over 

the world. Spain won but the Dutch played very well. On the 

fan walk and in the fan park all you could see were the Dutch in 

bright orange. -  Aaliyah Hendricks

I loved going to the Portugal game and going on the fan walk 

too. It was lovely having the visitors from all over the world. It 

was magnificent on the big wheel in town. -  Em ily Rom ano

My favourite team is Portugal. But Spain won the World Cup.

I never got to the stadium but I did watch on TV. I play soccer 

with my brother. He always takes the ball with his hands.

-  Tamia Geyer

I thought the stadium was so organized. I liked Zakumi and 

I loved the sound o f the vuvuzelas. It was delightful. I loved 

the world cup and wish it had never ended.

-  O lu fe m i Leopold-George

My grandpa called to make a deal. He said that if Spain won 

then I could get a chocolate but if Netherlands won then he 

would get the chocolate. Spain won so I got a big chocolate. 

-A le x a n d r a  Benjam in

It was delightful, awesome and a fantastic experience for South 

Africa. If we didn't have the World Cup here South Africa would 

not have been in it. I thought that the soccer was better than 

Christmas. -  Isabella Mckay

My sister, cousin and I made up a dance to the Waka Waka. 

Everyone had flags on their cars. When we came back from the 

holidays all the flags were off but my mom still had a vuvuzela. 

-  Theresa V iu ff

It was very noisy because of the vuvuzelas but I am sure that 

the people who went to watch the matches had a great time.

I am happy that Spain won but sad that Bafana Bafana did not 

make it. - K in v a r a  Clinch

I went to a game and did the fan walk with my dad. The stadium 

looked so beautiful. I saw a whole crowd of orange and we did 

the Mexican Wave. I kept a big chart of all the scores and I nearly 

finished my soccer sticker book. -  Sarah Lo n g w o rth
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1 1  W ILL  P U T  IN M Y  B O X ..

The sprint of a wild dog on a dark, dark night 

the soft hiss of a newborn serpent 

a wish and a trick of a cheeky pixie 

an early morning dewdrop from the tip of a leaf. 

-S a r a R u ite r s

The first squeak of a baby bird 

the stride of a cheetah zooming past 

a baby's laugh

-  Kyra M eyer

The wonderful wave of a puppy's wag 

The love to make a life less lonely 

A beauty that would stun the wildest beast

-  M egan Collings

A shape-shifter from deep in the Sahara desert, 

a swaying dress perfect for a summer sunset 

and the perfect sapphire jewels.

-  Anoushka Piotrow ski

The smell of freshly baked muffins, 

the sound of buzzing bees,

A nice, cosy fire. -  M aria Khan

M Y  B O X  IS M A D E  O F ...

The finest silver 

with heart-shaped rubies.

The hinges are made from the chippings off the 

blade o f destiny.

-  Sarah Ingram

Copper, painted with a touch of gold 

with crystals lining the sides 

and special silver ribbon tied around the top. 

- T e g a n  Lillie

Bronze, silk and satin.

It has turquoise glitter on the lid.

Its hinges are made from butterfly wings.

-  Alexa G o ff

Steel as hard as stone,

Silver as bright as the moon at night.

On the lid are rainbows from the sky 

and fairy dust from a fairy.

-  Nina Rindfuss

Wood from the first tree,

silver and shining gold from secret mines.

It is decorated with dinosaur teeth 

and stars straight from the night sky.

-  Anoushka Piotrow ski

I will put my box on my bedside table 

and every night I will look in it.

-  M aria Khan

I will put my box in my cupboard for as long as it 

stays there.

-  Kathe rine H o fm e yr

I will tuck it away in the top of my cupboard 

so that no-one will see, 

but every morning I will have a quick peek. 

- T e g a n  Lillie

My box is small:

Gushing water like glass

with blossoms from China on the top.

-  Nina Ellio tt

I will go inside my box to my favourite place 

on an island I've discovered.

-  Nina E llio tt

The smell of fresh grass, just cut, 

the first gallop of a colt, 

melting butter on hot toast.

-  Alexa G o ff
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Some of the snow from the highest point of 

Mount Everest, the toe of a dinosaur, 

the sword that killed the greatest dragon.

-  Lisa Blyth

The smell of coffee in its packet, 

a piece of the moon when it's shining in the night, 

the taste o f a newly ripe mango, melting in your 

mouth. -  Katherine H o fm e yr

A golden secret from a Persian king 

The warm dark smell of an ancient dragon's 

breath, A whisper of Arabic from an unknown 

speaker. -  Sabriyyah Ebrahim

A  bubble, a piece of a pink cloud, 

a snowflake falling on a tongue. 

- J u l ie t t e  Bennie

One perfectly shaped pink pearl,

Three little red hearts made of love, joy and 

feeling, And a magic rose that will last for ever 

-  N eo Kodisang
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GRADE

A
FRONT ROW: A Scott, S Nagel, M Fisher, ITyers, K Johnstone, G Lea, C Liddiard, M Jones, I Kindersley, S Hendricks M IDDLE ROW: K Mason, A  Ebrahim , K Els,T Hickman, S Odendal, 

R Booth, C van der Burgh, A  Hickey, Mrs L  Verster BACK ROW: A Pepler, 0  Lowe, R Searle, C Mills, A  Sidyiyo, H Baba, Y  Dollie, S Henderson

ALPHA
FRONT ROW: E Wilkinson, C Ferreira, N Theron, I Matthews, A  Midgley, K Badroodien, C Van Coller, C Diemont, N Bonadei M IDDLE ROW: Z  Khan, A  Pithey, 6 Mitchell, E De Leeuw, 

JWilensky, N Louw, A Wilson, Mrs R Strauss BACK ROW: C Spokes, S Viuff, S Edwards, M Dower, L  Huber, P Makgoba, N Alberts, A  Sandilands ABSENT: Courtney Kuhn, Nandipa Mpondá
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Yumna Dollie

Achume Sidyiyo Isabella Kindersley Ammaarah Ebrahim

Asia Hlcky Margot Dower

Meg Fisher

Anna Midgley

Kirsten Els
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Have you seen the waves breaking on the golden sand?

A vibrant slush of soft music.

Have you heard the birds talking in the morning light?

A comfortable sound of radiance and hope.

Have you felt the salty sand of the ocean's heart?

Burning through your fingers like the darkness in the sun. 

Have you tasted strawberries in the spring's early dew? 

Taste buds dance like snakes in the morning light.

Have you smelt the faint aroma of pelting winter days? 

Senses dance like twinkling stars.

-Is a b e lla  Kindersley

Have you?
Have you touched the dry grainy sand running through your 

fingertips?

It feels like tiny, grainy jewel beads.

Have you tasted warm chocolate cake straight after it bakes?

It's like a drop from heaven, so moist served with tea and cake. 

Have you smelt roasted chicken as it comes out of the blazing 

hot oven?

Hot and cooked, the smell I lovel

Have you seen the sun set the shades of reds and pinks?

As the beaming rays of the sun go down and the midnight moon 

comes out.

Have you heard the sound of your heart beat?

Boof, Boof going after you have completed the run of your life.

-  Am m aarah Ebrahim

Have you seen a sunset rise from your window?

Beautiful colours appear from behind the mountain.

Have you heard the birds chirping?

Sweet, sweet conversations with their friends.

Have you smelled fresh flowers on the table as you walk past?

A  sweet smell as the petals fall to the ground 

Have you felt your fluffy cat stroke past your feet?

Craving your attention as he wants to speakl 

Have you tasted your mother's chocolate cake?

Wiping your finger back and forth in the mixture.

- T a l i t a  Hickm an

Have you heard the frogs croaking on a rainy night?

A sweet, silent orchestra.

Have you seen a baby smile?

Little candy.

Have you smelt the aroma of washed clothes?

Delicate lullaby.

Have you touched a fish swimming in the water?

Slim, slimy, gentle angel.

Have you tasted a sour lemon?

Exploding taste buds.

- K a t e  Johnstone

We have just arrived in Cambridge. It is very different to London. 

We are staying in an old brown house. Inside it has lots of 

antiques and fragile ornaments. It is a very vast, wide house. 

Just about everywhere you look there is another corridor or 

door leading into a different room. It is a very scary house and if 

you talk very loudly it will echo round and round. We are being 

looked after by a very old man. He has very grey shaggy hair 

and wears a suit. He is very intelligent looking. He has a house­

keeper called Mrs Macready and three servants (Ivy, Margaret 

and Betty). I haven't seen them much.

Today it was raining, so we decided to play hide and seek. I 

ran upstairs and found a little room which had a wardrobe in it. 

Without thinking I climbed inside and went to the back of the 

wardrobe. I felt a bitterly cold breeze on my face. Then suddenly 

I was standing in snowl I walked forward until I reached a 

lamp post. I heard footsteps, and then out of the blue I saw an 

odd looking creature. He introduced himself. His name was Mr 

Tumnus. Mr Tumnus was a faun. A faun is half human, half goat. 

He was wearing a suit with a green bow. He had adorable tiny 

horns. Kindly he invited me to tea. Yes mum, I know I'm not 

supposed to go out with strangers, but he seemed so kind. His 

house was rather odd looking. It was in a cave. In his house was 

a picture of a much older faun. Mr Tumnus gave me some tea 

and a biscuit. We talked for hours. He told me I was in Narnia!

Mr Tumnus played me a song on his flute and I fell asleep. When 

I woke up, Mr Tumnus was crying. I asked him what was wrong 

and he told me about a White Witch.

Furthermore, I do hope you believe me because Peter,

Susan and Edmund think I am telling a lie. Anyway I miss you 

both terribly and hope all is well. Life here will be fine and an 

experience.

Lots of love, Lucy 

-  Rachel Searle

I am artistic and peaceful 

I wonder what my brother thinks 

I hear the gentle flapping of a sparrow's wings 

I see a mountain with a glow of the morning sun 

I want a land of hope and joy 

I am artistic and peaceful

I understand it will take years to change the world 

I say that it is possible that the world can change 

I dream amazing things 

I try to change the world 

I hope that the world will change someday 

I am artistic and peaceful 

-  Gem m a Lea

I am great and special 

Iwonderwherethe Lotto gets their money 

I hear a voice guiding me through my life 

I see the same voice showing me the way through life 

I want a house closer to school 

I am great and special

I pretend I'm wiser, older and braver 

I feel the need to talk

I touch my awards like I really deserve them 

I worry if I'll die in peace, of old age or because of an accident 

I cry when my parents are mad 

I am great and special

I understand why my parents want me to be close to God 

I know someday I'll be able to pay my parents back for raising 

me so well. I am great and special 

-A c h u m e S id y iy o

I am creative and full of laughter 

I wonder why my sister irritates me so often 

Ihearwhispersinthewind 

I see squirrels jumping from branch to branch 

I want the world to stop littering 

I am creative and full of laughter 

I pretend to make new worlds 

I feel the breeze in my face 

I touch my dog's fur

I worry about tests that I'm not prepared for 

I cry when someone's mean to me 

I am creative and full of laughter 

I understand my school work 

I say I can fly at night 

I dream about magical lands 

I try to make my parents and teachers proud 

I hope I will pass all my exams 

I am creative and full of laughter 

-  Kirstin Els

lovely, yummy 

freezing, cooling, pleasing 

ice cream is fun for everyone, 

refresh

-  Sarah Odendal

cuddly, fluffy

sleeping, playingjumping 

all the kittens play in the trees 

furry

-  Sarah Henderson

swimmer, diver 

fishing, cunning, loving 

they play with big colourful balls 

pretty

-C a r o lin e  Mills

146 THE HERSCHELIAN 2010



PREPARATORY 2010ÍGRADE 5 ALPHA,
Have You?
Have you heard the birds sing in the morning?

A sweet orchestra starting the day to come 

Have you seen the clouds swept over Table Mountain?

A  cloth of cotton lain gently over a table.

Have you smelled the fresh air in the morning?

A  blast of coolness to your soul. Have you touched a drop of rain 

falling from the sky? Its icy feeling running through your body. 

Have you tasted a smoothie on a summer's day? The refreshing 

feeling o f the cold liquid running down your throat.

-  Lisa H uber

Have you heard the soft sound o f children in the distance?

A flicker of joy.

Have you seen a firefly illuminating the dark?

A spotlight on the stage.

Have you touched fine sand seeping through your fingers? 

Glimmers of dust passing by.

Have you tasted a flapjack dipped in syrup?

A sweet taste of satisfaction.

- C h ia r a  Spokes

Have you seen a crow bend down to watch its prey?

Hidden but not disturbed.

Have you heard a butterfly flap its wings at the silent whisper of 

the night? The delight of a new dawn.

Have you smelled the fragrance of mint, the flavour of the 

freshly chopped green leaves?

A minty taste on top o f the tender meat.

Have you touched a tree with bark of blood?

The scars o f the skin so clear to the eye.

Have you tasted a grape fresh from the vine?

A hidden taste of wine.

Have you held a snowflake, light and soft?

Melts with the warmth of my hand.

- N e lin e T h e r o n

Have you seen the rain shoot down from the clouds above?

The droplets breaking as it crashes to the soil.

Have you heard the blow of the wind in your ears?

The cold turning yourfreezing lips blue.

Have you smelt the salty waves on a moonlit night?

The cold waves crashing to the shore. Have you touched the sharp 

claw of a majestic lion? Their muscles rippling underneath their 

golden pelt. Have you tasted the herbs that grow beside the 

clumps of bracken? The bitter taste absorbing all the saliva in 

your mouth.

-  Savannah V iu ff

All About Me 
I am spunky and full of life 

I wonder how the world was made 

I hear lions roaring in the evening 

I see my spots

I want my grandparents back 

I am spunky and full of life.

I pretend to do voices from movies 

I feel sad when I see a little child begging 

I touch clouds in my dreams 

a  I worry if I am going to fail a test 

( I cry when I watch sad movies 

■ I pretend to be a princess

I understand that the world does not revolve around me 

I say that the tooth fairy is real for my little sister 

I dream that I will become an actress 

I try to do well at school 

I hope that I will be an actress some day 

I understand the world does not revolve around me.

- J e m m a  W ilensky

I Am Who I Am

Have you seen a lake 

Black as night, silver ripples?

An artist's masterpiece.

Have you heard a horse's nicker 

In the silence of the dead night?

A  mother cooing her young.

Have you smelt a horse's mane 

Chanel No.7's arch enemy?

A smell that will inspire you.

Have you felt the wind

Through your hair as you gallop on horseback? 

An angel's breath in your face.

Have you tasted the salty air 

Tranquil, peaceful and quiet?

A sensation to the mind.

- E lle n  de Leeuw

The Rat
Furry patcher 

Soft creeper 

Silky coater 

Homely smeller 

Quiet squeaker 

Fur cleaner 

Food obsessor 

Cold hater 

-  M arg ot Dow er

The Bear
Fish cruncher 

Sharp hunter 

Furry bather 

Land roarer 

Fierce biter 

Fresh catcher 

Aggressive nature 

Large roamer 

-  Isabella M atthe w s

lam who I am

I wonder how birds fly looking so peaceful

I hear the waves crashing while the crabs scatter away

I see the sunset, the pink, orange, red; majestic colours

I want to make a difference

I am who I am

I pretend to be brave

I feel scared in times of trouble

I touch the water, the child, calm water

I worry about people

I cry when things die; small or big

I am who I am

- A n n a  M idgley

The Cheetah
Sharp face, strong body 

Moves fast, cuts air 

Soft fur, cosy, warm 

Smells like blood, smells strong 

Loud cry, loud shriek 

Hunts on meat, kills for food 

Does not fight, does not scare 

Thinks cautiously, always alert 

-  Kira Badroodien
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GRADE 6 A
FRONT ROW: G Bensch, A  Evans, E Hodgson, I Marine, E Hampton, J Madeod Smith, J  Cheminais, S McGregor, C Biebuyck M IDDLE ROW: Z  Razzak, J Joubert, K Lowe, C Madella,
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GRADE 6 ALPHA
FRONT ROW: J Von Bulow, G Grobler, A  Saith, S Gamiet, L  Musselwhite, J  Marr, N Hanes, K Pettit, Ms L  Cowie M IDDLE ROW: D Turnbull, C Golding, N Giesemann, C Batlis, 

S Malherbe, G Topat, H Oelz, N du Plessis BACK ROW: T  Brooks, S van der Ploeg, A  Lorenz, G van Heerden, A  Parks, R Ndhluni, E Atkinson, P Allen, L  Prockop, A  Miszewski
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Nicola du Plessis Catherine Armstrong

Elizabeth Atkinson Hannah Oelz Sjaan van der Ploeg
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Red Wolf
Red wolf

The only Red wolf 

Running down the forest 

Quickly, fast 

Fell and slipped 

With cuts and blood 

Panting, no breath 

Ran to his den 

Men and hounds 

Shouts and screams 

Red wolf safely in the ground 

Such a beautiful and magnificent creature 

That people love to kill 

The red wolf came out of his den 

Without warning 

He was taken down 

The Red wolf 

The only Red wolf 

So glorious,

Gone...

Never to return.

- E l i z a b e t h  Atkinson

Save the Okapi
Calm and serene,

Gentle and graceful,

Dodging its way through the trees 

from the vicious hunters.

A  tall man, finger on the trigger 

Aims his gun at the petrified creature.

A loud BANG!

The gentle giant heart skips a beat 

Suddenly everything is dark, black, lonely.

The hunter comes over, 

inspects the peaceful animal 

Gives it a kick 

and walks away.

-  Nicola du Plessis

Snow Leopard
Quick, quiet 

Soft, spotted 

Proud, pristine 

Dangerous ...ye tdyin g .

Men with guns 

Take the fun

Out of seeing this creature 

in a year or so.

We may not know 

Anymore.

Steep slopes.

High hills

In the rocky Himalayas 

This is their home 

I ask you now 

if we couldn't somehow 

save this creature.

-S j a a n v a n  d e rP lo e g
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GRADE 7

G R A D E 7A
FRONT ROW: P Rissik, P Leaf-Wright, S Brink, 0 Warren, E Blackburn, D Comitis, C Walters, A  Ko, E Rooney M IDDLE ROW: A Steytler, A  Sm ith, K Orrey, L Nixon, N Lancefield, 

Z  Marubelela, K Gees, S Chung, Mrs L Howard-Tripp BACK ROW: G Elliot, A Beaven, K Endenburg, J Allen, B Csuthy, L Barnard, J Clamp, 0 Edwards

GRADE 7 ALPHA
FRONT ROW: C Pinheiro,  K van der Merwe, G Wesson, M Prockop, K Macfarlane, S Mgojo, A  Pycroft, L Macdonald, E Morley, M Allardice M IDDLE ROW: M Flood A Dias J Gleeson 

A Morgan, E Heidmann, R Lapid, C Fenner-Solomon, T Schabort, A b ack, Mrs L Martin BACK ROW: A  Webber, V Searle, K Scott, L  Oelz, A  Pitcher, M Rothm an, N Simpson, J  Lillie

152 THE HERSCHELIAN 2010



2 0 1 0

Georgina Elliot

Georgina Elliott

Amber Pitcher
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Emma Rooney Emma Heidmann
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Bui, sometimes I am in between,

A  bit tart or sharp,

Mainly I am the meringue,

Sweet and light as castor sugar!

-A q e e la h E s a c k

M y life is a traffic jam
There's always something driving towards me.

I have to take risks and take some gaps, 

but I guess that's just life

Sometimes events move fast, but often they move slowly 

Often things are messy and jammed, but if I am patient, I will 

always get to my destination.

-  Beatrice Csuthy

1 Ek is dertien
;  Ek is dertien

;  Tussen twaalf en veertien

• soms'nkind 

ensoms'ngrootmens

j  Om dertien te wees

• beteken veranderings

soms is ek gelukkig en soms is ek baie nors

;  Ekismaloorm yvriende

• hulle beteken allesvir my

:  soms baklei ons oor simpel dinge

;  maartogisonsliefvirmekaar

• Ek is dertien

!  tussen twaalf en veertien

;  - K a t e  van  d e rM e rw e

0  Dertien
!  Ag nee! Die verskriklike jaar

;  meeste van die tyd kan ek nie verklaar.

;  Myemosies, my uitbarstings.

•  Sowel as my harsings.

Wissel van ys tot vuur

;  en soms wil ek my kop stamp teen 'n muur.

I My life is 
Í a piece in a 
\ jigsaw puzzle

;  My life is a piece in a jigsaw puzzle,

• I know I fit in somewhere,

But sometimes that notion seems impossible,

!  I feel far too out there,

;  I know that I'm needed because, without me, our picture

• would never be complete,

l  Our picture being what our puzzle makes, when all our 

!  pieces meet.

;  As we're all just pieces in a jigsaw puzzle,

1 I find this the perfect metaphor,

;  We sometimes feel like we don't fit in, but the truth is what we ignore, 

;  Because the truth you'll find is very different, this is not the case,

• The truth is quite spectacular, we all have our own special place.

;  Each one of us is a special fixture,

;  We were all made by a loving hand,

•  To link up into something grand,

To make one beautiful picture.

$  M y Life is a wave
• A lunar push and solar pull

To form the start of something small 

;  An energy ripple, a wrinkled crease 

;  Soaring through endless blue

• - M y  life begins

;  Time strengthens the powerless thrust

;  Energy compacts and grows

;  A wave is formed, is now defined 

I  From a ripple to a wave transforms 

;  It begins to move.

;  Its journey starts.

;  - I  am now an infant

Z As fearless storms violently crash 

;  As invincible currents pull and thrash 

;  A  goal in sight, some distant shore

• Drives it on

• Beckons, calls

;  - m y  childhood passes by

• In time that wave will triumphantly crash 

!  Along some jagged reef will smash

;  With a surge of strength, a last taste Of power 

;  Will fulfill its purpose, reach its destination

•  - m y  adulthood arrived

Maar

Ditisniealtydsoslegnie.

Dit is tyd vir melkskommels, kitskos, 

flieks met my maats, hoëhakskoene en hare los. 

Daardie lekker warm gevoel 

'n Jaar nader om koei te voel.

Maar wat kan eksê!

Hoerai Na dertien kom veertien!

-  Ara Ko

;  My life is a piece in a jigsaw p u zzle .. .

• -  Alexand ra Beaven

0  My life is
• a lemon meringue p ie
• My puffy white m a sk ...

1 Shown to all.

;  Meanwhile I'm crushed like the biscuits in the crust,

The foam moves forward 

But all strength is gone 

The wave still there 

But most is lost 

The beach does call 

A tiny th ru s t...

-I see the journey's end. 

-and mine 

- C a i t l in  W alters
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•  M y life is a hockey match
;  Always unpredictable with many ups and downs.

• Some causing me to smile so wide, some causing me to wear ! 

I  a frown.

;  I must work as hard as I can, alongside my team.

• For when we achieve our main goal things aren't as bad as they 

J  did seem.

I  And when the final whistle blows, the match is finally done.

I  I then retire to my heaven with a cup of tea and hot cross bun

;  Think hmmm... that life was fun.

•  -  Eliza b e th  M orley

f Tangled 
j chain
;  Life is a tangled chain, 

j  You really need to use your brain,

!  So you can work out all those knots.

;  Even though there may be lots, 

j  You must untangle till you can see no more,

•  And when you're done and your fingers sore,

l  Then you are sure to soon find out,

;  There are always still kinks looping aboutl

•  -  Em m a Blackburn

M y life is an unopened 
parachute
Small, confined

Waiting in the back of a sky jump aeroplane 

For someone, just someone 

To pull my toggle.

When that day comes 

I'll open myself 

and fly, be useful 

help them land 

safely on ground 

but for now

I'm just an unopened parachute.

-Je s sic a  Lillie

M y life is a dance routine
A dance routine all set in stone 

Allowing no freedom, except when alone 

Heavy and confusing it can become 

Thudding in my head like a big, wooden drum

Perfect lines and balance required 

And when on Pointe that's all I desired 

With support and guidance I'm on my way,

I'm not sure where but I'll get there some day

ft My life is the weather
My life is the weather,

It changes every day,

Sometimes it goes badly,

And I don't know what to say,

Sometimes it's flawless, cloudless and clear,

Then becomes hopeless with anxiety and fear. 

One minute it's perfect, too good to be true,

Then all clouds over and I don't know what to do. 

Many things happen that I cannot control, 

Standing in the way of a much-wanted goal.

But through the storms, the wind and rain,

I know it'll soon clear up again,

For nothing seems to stay the same,

Some things strengthen while other things wane, 

Some parts break but I know they'll mend,

And things in my life will clear up in the end.

-  Em m a Rooney

O f course, it's only mind over matter 

But my splits simply can't get flatter 

I'm realising my body's limitations 

I simply must lower my expectations

From plies to pirouettes I dance in sync 

Piecing them together like a paper chain link 

When it's perfect I am able to smile 

I know deep down it is all worthwhile

I take a bow when I reach the end

I gleam with pride at the good wishes they send

The curtain closes for the final time, the lights go down

The dance is over

But it's passion I've found.

-  Kate van der M erw e

Patchworks
(My life is a patchwork quilt)

When I'm confused or sad 

Or a little bit mad 

When nothing makes sense 

And everything is tense

I toss myself onto my bed 

Feeling sick in my head 

Tattered and torn

My chequered life bleak and forlorn

But being a quilt is a great thing to be 

Even when I am thrown, it helps me to see 

Each bit of me comes from a different place 

All sewn together to give me one face

Cuddly and cosy, spattered with dye 

A little wild, a little bit wise 

A touch of the casual, a touch of class 

An embrace of comfort, a work of art

A little patch here, a memory there 

Will help me wipe away a tear 

One square will make me laugh or smile 

And soon I will have forgotten my trial

So when things seem blue 

And nothing seems true 

I can puff myself up or smooth myself flat 

All because I am me and I know where I'm at. 

-  Philippa Rissik
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eventsOUTREACH!
n February, an outreach 

initiative was launched 

asking all the girls in 

the Prep School to bring 

marshmallow Easter eggs 

to school. The response 

was really overwhelming! 

Thousands of Easter eggs were collected 

and distributed as far as the Jujurha

Education Centre in the Eastern Cape.

During the wet and cold winter months, 

an appeal was made to all girls to bring 

cans or packets of soup to school. In true 

Herschel tradition, the girls responded with 

generosity and enthusiasm. More than 

2 800 items were collected and distributed 

to many needy causes.

The Preparatory School girls collected 

toothpaste, toothbrushes and soap for the 

underprivileged members of the community. 

These were distributed amongst homeless 

people.

A t the beginning of the second term the 

G rade 4 girls visited St James Primary 

School. They took their favourite story 

books with them and had a wonderful 

morning reading to the Grade R and 

Grade 1 classes. They then gave the 

children packets of chips and boxes of 

juice and played with them on the tarmac, 

which constitutes their playground. 

This outing is always a success, as the 

girls get to experience what being in an 

underprivileged school is like.

A group of Grade 7 Outreach girls 

visited Ikhaya Le Themba School in Hout 

Bay. They took along health packs and 

Easter eggs for the children and were taken 

on a tour of the school. Some of the classes

were held in containers and the facilities 

were extremely limited. The Outreach girls 

enjoyed interacting with these children.

The Grade 7 girls visited the Woodland 

Centre for mentally and physically disabled 

children and adults. The girls took along 

Easter eggs and prepared songs to perform 

at the centre. The girls were very moved by 

the experience.

Each Tuesday is Sandwich Day at the 

Preparatory School. All the girls are asked 

to bring extra sandwiches and 

magazines. The sandwiches 

are collected and delivered 

to St Louis School in Langa 

and to Kewtown Primary 

in Athlone. The magazines 

are donated to the 

Foundation Phase classes at 

Kewtown. These donations 

make a major difference in the lives of all 

these children.

Herschel donated books to the Kewtown 

Primary School library which was opened 

officially in July this year by Mr Bruce 

Probyn. Herschel staff also helped build 

shelves, paint walls and catalogue the 

books. The Grade 7 girls visited one day to 

help paint the desks, which are outside the 

library, in bright colours. The Herschel girls

also took sandwiches and juice to share with 

the Grade 7 learners at Kewtown. After 

lunch they had a reading session with the 

Grade Is in the library.

Kathryn Torres, outreach director 

of The Shine Centre, visited Herschel 

to introduce the organisation to the girls. 

She showed a video clip of a Shine literacy 

lesson in action and spoke to the girls about 

how reading is such a necessary skill for all 

people and how we can help to promote it

by asking parents to volunteer at the centres 

and to donate books and time to the learners. 

Ten Herschel parents attended specialist 

training sessions run at Herschel and several 

are currently volunteers at Shine Centres.

The G rade 4 classes made finger puppets 

in their technology lessons for the Shine 

Centres using the vowel pictures we use in 

our board games, a = apple, e = elephant 

and u = umbrella. ~k

More than 2  800 items were 
collected and distributed 

to many needy causes
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he G rade 7s 

returned from 

a life-changing 

four-day camp 

spent on the 

banks of the 

Breede River 

near Worcester feeling proud, satisfied and 

closer as a group. This camp must certainly 

be one of the most physically challenging 

camps the girls have attended and they 

rose to every challenge despite their fears 

and misgivings. They swam in a brown 

river, paddled canoes, built their own rafts, 

climbed huge walls, leapt from poles like 

trapeze artists, crossed terrifying obstacles 

15 metres above ground... and more! The 

weather was overwhelmingly hot and 

windy at times, making the activities more 

difficult but they bravely persevered.

High Africa
In the words of a few of the girls:

“Camp High Africa was definitely worth­

while. I learned that if I put my mind to 

something, I really can do it. It was a once- 

in-a-lifetime experience; where else would 

I have been to do these activities? I love 

pushing myself to the limit... I felt very 

proud by the end of the camp.”

ALEXANDRABEAVEN

“I learnt so much on this camp. I have 

learnt the need to respect others, to be tidy, 

to just go for it. I also conquered my fear 

of heights and have now accepted myself as 

not being perfect!”

ALICE SMITH

“The camp taught me that we all have 

our differences. We aren’t all going to get 

along, but that doesn’t mean we aren’t 

a family. Working together was a great 

lesson. The low ropes obstacle course 

showed us how much we need each other 

and how important it is to listen to each 

other. The camp taught us that Grade 7 is 

one family... win together, lose together, 

team mates!”

KIMBERLEY ORREY

“This camp was worthwhile because we 

had such fun while learning so many 

lessons. I learned that I can do difficult 

activities if  I believe in myself; I also 

learned about the need to encourage others 

and to work as a team.”

ARAKO
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• The Grade 7 Fair was held on a beautiful 

I  autumn day in April. The girls used their

• entrepreneurial skills in order to raise money

• for all the Outreach Projects held throughout

• the year. A variety of worthy causes are 

I supported from the proceeds made at the

• fair. In groups, the girls have to develop

• a business plan and prepare food, crafts 

I and entertainment for the day. The girls 

j use their unique creative skills during the 

; technology lessons to design delightful craft 

j items which get sold at the fair. Interesting

• items such as fluffy diaries, fairy outfits,

• decorated pencils, flower pots and pictures

• frames, to name but a few, were sold. Food

• items such as candy floss, pizza slices and 

; doughnuts ensured that no one went hungry.

• The fair-goers were entertained at the treasure 

; hunting and face painting stalls. As always,

; the book and white elephant stalls proved

• to be very popular. The fair is always eagerly 

; anticipated and thoroughly enjoyed by 

; the girls.

LEADER
BY MRS LINDA MARTIN

A very important aspect of our Grade 7 year is the Leadership Programme. 

The girls are given the opportunity to develop their leadership skills and to 

give service to the school. These leadership roles include monitoring, where 

the girls assist class teachers to supervise the younger girls; public relations, 

where girls represent Herschel at open days and other functions; and the 

Outreach Committee which organises charity events.

The girls were given the opportunity this year to select two of the above 

portfolios. Their responsibility to each portfolio was for two terms. This 

afforded the girls the opportunity to experience more than one aspect of 

leadership.
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MUSIC EVENING
BY MRS LIEZL BOYD

The Preparatory School Music Evening 

took place in the third term during 

which our girls provided us with an 

entertaining and varied programme. 

Ensembles such as the junior and senior 

choir, junior and senior marimba band, 

wind and string ensemble, orchestra, 

smaller ensembles as well as soloists 

were featured. One of the highlights of 

the evening was a performance by a 

number of pupils from Ntonga Music

School Playing for Change. Due to 

the generosity of the parents who 

attended, we were able to purchase two 

trumpets for these budding musicians. 

We were also able to purchase one alto 

saxophone for them from our Outreach 

funds. We are very proud of all the girls 

who participated and extremely excited 

that Herschel’s contribution made a 

difference to the Ntonga Music School 

pupils.

SENIOR MARIMBA BAND
FRONT ROW: M r R Johnson, S Malherbe, L Graham, C Madella BACK ROW: E Heidmann, G Elliott, 

R Ndluni ABSENT: J Cheminais

RECORDER TRIO
Mrs A Meyer, A Miszewski, H Chung 

ABSENT: JGIeeson

ORCHESTRA
FRONT ROW: K Badroodien, A  Hickey, S McGregor, C van Niekerk, B Csuthy, ATapanlis, C Diemont, K Pettit, N du Plessis SECOND ROW: Ms Ward, E Ham pton, N Alberts, A  Lorenz, 

J Marr, S Henderson, C Spokes, C Madella, A  Ko, C Biebuyck THIRD ROW: L  Graham, J Joubert, R Lapid, A  Miszewski, M Rothm an, T  Schabort, D Comitis BACK ROW: H Chung! 

E Atkinson, V Searle, A  Haggiyannes, L Barnard, A  Smith, E Heidmann AB SENT: J Gleeson
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JUNIOR CHOIR
FRONT ROW: L Weldon, R Ndluni, C Basnett, K Wilkinson, C Ferreira, J Dow, N van Tellingen, S Slauck, C Dicker, A  Jones, D Crabtree SECOND ROW: Mrs A Meyer, A Sonday, 

E Prater, G Angeliniadis, B Ingram, P Liddiard, T Hutcheson, C Mavundla, S Lawrenson, S Hudson, C Fleming, Mrs L Boyd THIRD ROW: A Benjamin, S Longworth, E Kebble, 

K Fisher, Z  Desai, T  Aspinall, K Levett, N Owen-Jones, R Paton BACK ROW: I McKay, J Lander, G Bromley, B Massey, M Stanley, J Neethling, A  Ayo, J Morris, G Bulmer' 

C Dornford-May ABSENT: A Chagan, V Robertson

H
new addition to our music programme 

this year was the introduction of a 

Grade 7 Soirée which replaced the 

Grade 7 music workshops for Terms 3 and 4. It 

took the format of an evening concert which the 

pupils had to present while their guests enjoyed 

a relaxing finger supper. Pupils performed with 

confidence and provided their audience with a 

varied and entertaining programme, resulting in 

an extremely successful concert.
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Performance
Justin Bergh, a South African songwriter and musician, performed at the Prep 

School at the end of the third term. He played about six of his songs and gave 

opportunities for pupils to ask him questions about his life and music. He had the 

girls (and even some teachers) dancing and jumping to the joyous sounds of his 

music. Pupils were able to buy his new CD, which he also autographed. Justin’s 

final message stressed the importance of following one’s dreams and not being 

deterred by negativity and to always expect a door to open somewhere else when 

one has closed.

SENIOR CHOIR
FRONT ROW: A Laubscher, N Kodisang, I Kindersley, 6 Evans, A Scott, C Zim m erm ann, N Mandindi, N Theron, M  Fisher, S Nagel, A  Lorenz SECOND ROW: H Erasmus, I Tyers, 

TZw an e , K H o fm e y rJ Lillie, C Liddiard, C van der Burgh THIRD ROW: A Pithey, J Wilensky, N du Plessis, COaker, S Edwards, S Henderson, H Dennis, J Marr, CGlynn-Dicks, N Louw, 

Mrs B Leith FOURTH ROW: A Parks, L Blyth, F Harris, A  Pepler, 0  Lowe, E de Leeuw, A Goff, P Leaf-Wright, A  Green, G Edwards, C Mills BACK ROW: G van Heerden, T  Brooks, 

R Ndluni, E Atkinson, N Haller, V Searle, M  Dower, E Heidmann, L Graham , S van der Ploeg
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Kaapse 
Afrika arise 
Eisteddfod

Our pupils performed very well at this 

year’s Kaapse Afrikaanse Eisteddfod. 

Special mention must be made of NICOLA DU 

PLESSIS who achieved three diplomas for her 

performances in the Junior Piano category. 

She was awarded a silver and a gold medal.

Our pupils achieved great success in this 

year’s Cape Town Eisteddfod. Particular 

mention needs to be made of our senior 

choir who received a diploma, as well as 

the Arnold Lorie Philomel Trophy. Hae- 

Sun Chung was awarded a medal for Most 

Promising Recorder Player in the Junior 

Category and was selected to perform at 

the Cape Town Eisteddfod’s Junior Prize 

Winners’ Concert.

AB OVE: The senior 

choir leaders.

LEFT: Hae-S un Chung 

was awarded a medal 

for Most Promising 

Recorder Player.

ER represented South 

Africa in a number of international 

competitions.

HN represented Western 

Province in a number of competitions 

and was coached in Germany by 

renowned figure skating champions.

m p n
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erschel Prcpar- 

/ /  atary continues 

to fly the 

in te rn a tio n a l 

Eco-school green 

flag with integrity 

and pride Our 

theme this year has been ‘biodiversity’, and most 

of our activities have been aimed at highlighting the 

wonderful biodiversity of fauna and flora we have 

in our country and the importance of preserving it.

Andrea Gordon, of WESSA, addressed 

the school during Water Week about the 

importance of conserving water. The Working 

for Fire team from Rondevlei Nature Reserve 

gave a most informative display of marching 

skills and explained how they fight veld fires 

and how to prevent veld fires.

During World Environment Week, Tali 

Hoffman (Baboon Research Unit, UCT) gave 

a fascinating presentation on the chacma 

baboons of the Cape Peninsula. Many fears 

and the myths around baboons were dispelled.

Term One: Chaplain Commin led a walk 

through relatively unexplored parts of

Kirstenbosch Gardens. The girls learnt about 

the different layers in a forest and also some 

history associated with some of the plants 

they saw.

Once again Herschel families were urged to 

join the Earth Hour initiative, to sign up via 

the Herschel website and then to switch off all 

their lights between 20h00 and 21h00 on the 

night of 27 March.

Term Two: A group visited the SOS Shark 

Centre in Kalk Bay and learnt about the 

many different sharks along our coast. They 

examined the tidal rock pools across the road 

and identified little sea creatures. During World 

Environment Week many reaffirmed personal 

pledges to reduce their carbon footprints and, 

as a mark of commitment, added their green 

handprint on a frieze displayed in the hall.

On World Environment Day a large 

group visited the Helderberg Nature Reserve 

Biodiversity Exhibition in Somerset West. 

They learned about biodiversity in the 

Cape Town region and the many threats 

to biodiversity. They also walked around 

the lower part of this beautiful little reserve 

looking at the many birds and plants there.

Term Three: The sleepover at the Two 

Oceans Aquarium was much enjoyed. The 

Herschel girls and their teachers had

BY MS PRISCILLA BEETON

the aquarium to themselves for the night, with 

personalised tours and talks. Settling down to 

sleep next to the predator tank is always an 

awesome experience!

The highlight of the year was the Eco- 

Camp in the Cederberg hosted by the Cape 

Leopard Trust at their Matjiesrivier campsite. 

Participants pitched their own tents and 

experienced the environmentally friendly 

waterless pit latrines and bucket showers. 

The girls learned about biodiversity in the 

Cederberg, about the Karoo and mountain 

fynbos biomes and different spoor. They 

tracked fresh spoor of leopard as well as other 

smaller animals and observed how the satellite 

tracking device and the camera traps used by 

the scientists in the CLT project worked. They 

viewed bushman art at Stadsaal Caves and 

examined fossils at a fossil site nearby.
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BY MS PRISCILLA BEETON

report
The library is a warm and welcoming place, 

with an almost constant stream of girls in 

and out, browsing the shelves, choosing 

books, doing both book and computer-related 

research, learning research skills and listening 

to stories. The librarians, Ms Beeton and Mrs 

Moritz, are assisted by a team of pupil library 

monitors who help to keep the library tidy 

and man the issue desk at break-times. Their 

assistance is invaluable! Mrs Pettit has helped 

out in the library on several occasions when 

Ms Beeton was away.

One of the most important tasks of the 

library is to foster a love of reading and the 

annual Readathon plays a vital part in this. 

Early in the year, girls in Grades 4 to 7 were 

given lists of recommended books to read. 

These formed the basis of the hotly contested 

Interhouse Literature Quiz held during 

Readathon Week. The Readathon theme this 

year was 1 dreamed a dream’. Girls were 

encouraged to look at the many different ways 

this could be interpreted and the teachers 

involved them in many activities to do with 

the theme.

Different areas of the library were 

decorated. The entrance was transformed into 

a fairy garden approached by walking over a 

little bridge and through the trailing feathers 

of a large dream catcher. The reading alcove 

became the forest Where the wild things are (by 

Maurice Sendak). Another area became the 

BFG’s cave where he stored all his dreams 

in bottles. In front of the fireplace Jacob’s 

Ladder, surrounded by origami angels could 

be seen stretching up into the dreamy clouds. 

In another corner was displayed information 

about famous people who pursued and reached 

their dreams. There was an exotic beach scene 

where ‘travel’ pamphlets advertising exotic 

dream island destinations were displayed. 

Cardboard and pottery monsters adorned 

every available wall and table. Very popular was 

the graffiti wall where girls were encouraged 

to write their dreams and wishes. They were 

also invited to record these on the large wire 

and paper machê dream baobab tree in the 

foyer. Readathon was started off with 

the Readathon song ‘ Gotta Keep Reading’. The 

girls enthusiastically participated in the hat

parade with the hats they had made depicting 

dreams. The Book Swap and Sale, as always, 

was a great success and we were able to give 

very generous donations of books to the Shine 

Project and the ‘A Library in Every School’ 

project. Grade 6 and 7 girls and their mothers 

were introduced to new teenage fiction titles 

at an evening function. Girls and teachers 

all enjoyed the highly amusing performances 

of both ‘Theatre Sports’ and ‘Hooked on 

Books’. During Readathon week, the teachers 

involved the girls in various reading activities: 

hot chocolate mornings, pyjama reading 

parties, parents and the older girls reading 

to the little ones. Although Readathon 2010 

was shorter than usual, it was a resounding 

success. Thank you to parents and teachers 

for all their support and enthusiasm and to 

all the girls for taking up the challenge of 

reading ... reading...
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GENERAL knowledge BY MRS ALISON BAIKOFF

An interest in, and knowledge of, the world 

around us is an important part of an effective 

education. In order to heighten their awareness 

of topical issues, all the girls from Grades 4 

to 7 write a weekly general knowledge quiz. 

This culminates in the selection of a general 

knowledge champion in each class for each 

term. This is a hotly contested accolade 

and the girls thoroughly enjoy the weekly 

challenges. In addition to this, a longer general 

knowledge quiz is written by all the girls from 

Grades 4 to 7 on Founder’s Day and includes 

questions on the history of Herschel.

The General Knowledge Team selected 

for this year is Margot Dower, Jessica Lillie, 

Courtnay Pinheiro, Alice Steytler, Jessica 

Gleeson, Elizabeth Morley and Emma 

Heidmann. This small but dedicated group of 

girls meet on a weekly basis to challenge each 

other and extend their knowledge of general 

and current affairs. General knowledge topics 

are, of course, endless and the task can seem 

quite daunting, yet I have been so impressed 

by the girls’ sustained enthusiasm -  the 

meetings are always longer and livelier than 

originally planned.

The team competes in the Interschool 

General Knowledge Quiz against stiff 

competition from about 40 schools in and 

around Cape Town. This takes place once 

a term. Herschel hosted the first round on 7

May and came second in their group. Results 

from the first round are carried forward to 

the second round after which the finalists are 

chosen. We are looking forward to an exciting 

and challenging competition.

LITERATURE QUIZ BY MS PRISCILLA BEETON

Our Lit Quiz Team consists mainly of girls in 

Grades 6 and 7 who enjoy reading and taking 

part in this competition. The quiz takes place 

once a term and each school is allowed to send

two teams of four girls each. The questions 

are very varied and so it is the girls who read 

widely that are encouraged to take part. Our 

year started off with the BIG competition -

the International Kids Lit Quiz in February. 

Mrs Moritz practised with the girls in the 

couple of weeks leading up to the competition 

at which New Zealander Wayne Mills is 

the quizmaster. Both teams reaped individual 

awards in some rounds and overall our school 

was in the top half of the field. There was an 

Inter-schools Lit Quiz competition held at 

Wynberg Girls Junior at the end of April at 

which our teams acquitted themselves very 

well, one team achieving third place.

In August, the Dower family (Margot, 

Grade 5) participated in the Family Reading 

Challenge. This is an inter-family rather than 

an Inter-school event. The questions are 

based on the list of books for all ages that 

participating families are given to read. The 

Dower family tied in first place, well-deserved 

as they worked very hard preparing for the 

competition! Two teams also took part in 

August in an Inter-school competition held at 

Micklefield Girls School. Again they achieved 

a very satisfactory result.
INTER-SCHOOL LIT QUIZ TEAM
F R O N T  R O W : Ms P Beeton (lit quiz teacher), C Biebuyck, A Ko, E Ham pton, G van Heerden, N Giesemann, 

I Marine B AC K  R O W : J Joubert, J Lillie, R Viuff, J Clamp, A Beaven, K Scott, M Dower
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BY MRS LYNETTE HAMPTON

The art room buzz continues into the afternoons as 

Mrs Hampton and Mrs Andie Pycroft guide groups 

of girls who are keen to explore their artistic side 

through activities which include painting, pastel 

work, collage, sketching, fabric painting, creative 

weaving, mural painting or painting the art room 

stools, all planned to be enriching and stimulating 

experiences. Groups are kept reasonably small 

so as to give more individual attention to the girls 

as they work, and to encourage imagination and 

inventiveness. These are fun-filled and rewarding 

hours for all. ~k

POTTERY CLASSES
BY MRS DEBBY-ANNE PELLS

The Pottery Studio comes alive daily as the girls make sculptural and 

three-dimensional objects with Mrs Pells and Mrs Broster. Classes 

start at the Pre-Preparatory level so by Grade I the girls already have 

the basic concepts of working with clay as a medium. The projects 

vary in order to explore various sculptural techniques, different clays, 

decorating methods and painting effects. Every year, the pottery 

students contribute to a collaborative artwork that is exhibited on the 

school premises. This year the girls will add a beehive and poppies 

to the Pottery Quad display as well as renovate our bird tree which 

has brought much joy to the little ones as they pass by the studio. 

As these displays show, much fun is had while making exceptional, 

imaginative work, ic
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INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY REPORT

CO-ORDINATOR MRS JOYCE GOLDSCHMIDT

he ICT Depart­

ment at Herschel 

has continued its 

ongoing cycle of 

development and 

i m p r o v e m e n t .  

This year, the class­

room computers, which are available for use 

by the pupils, were replaced with state-of-the- 

art towers and LCD screens. The upgrade 

made it possible to install new software — in­

cluding educational games. The Foundation 

Phase girls, in particular, are delighted with 

the new educational software which they use 

at various times of the day.

The Grade 1 classes attend ICT lessons 

every fortnight. During the first term, lessons 

are dedicated to improving mouse-control and 

fine-motor co-ordination. During the second 

term, the girls are introduced to the keyboard 

and start completing simple worksheets us­

ing Microsoft Office Word. Many lessons are 

designed using Kidspiration and StoryBook 

Weaver programs to illustrate themes taught 

in class. A lesson using Paint reinforces their 

understanding of the concept of symmetry.

Grade 2 computer lessons are generally cur­

riculum-based and are designed to introduce 

new ICT skills as well as to reinforce skills 

previously learned. The girls are introduced 

to new software including Microsoft Office 

Publisher and Encarta Kids. Worksheets are 

created by the girls in Kidspiration, for exam­

ple, to illustrate themes learned in the class.

ICT skills are further reinforced in Grade 

3 using Microsoft Word, Kidspiration, 

Microsoft Office Publisher and Microsoft En­

carta Kids. There are a number of educational 

games available which girls are encouraged to
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use. Using My World Africa, the girls labelled 

a world map to complement a class project. 

Creative writing is done in StoryBook Weaver 

which helps to improve keyboard skills.

In Grade 4, a higher level of creativity and 

an eye for good layout is encouraged. During 

the second term, a PowerPoint Presentation is 

created as part of a research project and an 

oral presentation. This year, the girls each re­

searched a well-known world landmark. The 

Grade 5 girls spend part of the year learning 

about file management and enjoy a visit to the 

senior school to learn about the servers and 

the fibre optic cable which runs between the 

two schools.

The girls complete a number of class 

projects during their ICT lessons -  including 

presentations, brochures, flow charts, graphs, 

etc using Microsoft Office 2007 applications, 

Inspiration 6 and other software.

The girls continue to practise the math­

ematical skills taught in the classroom using 

Mathletics. The program allows users to login 

at home to complete homework set by their 

teachers and also to participate in on-line 

mathematical games and activities.

Girls from Grade 4 to Grade 7 are encour­

aged to use the Mavis Beacon Typing Touch 

Typing Tutor program in order to improve 

their typing speed and accuracy.

While the Grade 6 and 7 girls do not have 

formal ICT lessons, they visit the venue often 

in order to do project work. Projects are set to 

incorporate various skills including interactive 

white board lessons. At breaks the girls are en­

couraged to visit the computer project room 

in order to practice Mathletics or to improve 

their typing skills using Mavis Beacon Touch 

Typing Tutor.



r e p o r t

TECHf
BY MRS MARGOT ROEBERT

I . — ■ , , - / he Grade 5 Moms and

u  /  /  U Daughters evening was 

/  /  held on Thursday 5

/  /  August and was a

/  /  fun and industrious

e——_rz evening enjoyed by

all. Some beautiful cards and creatively 

decorated candles were made. A huge thank 

you is extended to all who participated with 

skill and enthusiasm.

The Grade 3s this year loved designing 

and making friendship bracelets. The fine 

motor control needed to plait and knot these 

colourful creations was a challenge to some 

of the little fingers. This task was tackled 

in the interim classroom of the science lab. 

The old technology classroom is busy being 

revamped and will be a spacious and wonder­

ful venue once the renovations are complete. 

Everyone is looking forward to moving into 

this new classroom next year.

The Grade 4s had great fun making 

balloon-powered buggies. The challenge was 

to see whose vehicle could travel 10 metres 

down a straight path, powered by just one 

balloon. The winners received some delicious 

chocolate and the Balloon-Powered Buggy 

Champion winner’s crown.
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The Grade 6 Dads and Daughters 

Technology evening held on 22 April was a 

fabulous event. The girls loved designing and 

making the shelters with their fathers.

There were some incredible creations and 

marvellous innovations! Congratulations to 

the winning team of Mr Batlis, Mr Lowe, 

Christiana and Kristy.
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PREPARATORY SPORT 2010

HOUSE.
r ep o r t s

ROLT
CAITLIN WALTERS (CAPTAIN) 

GEORGINA ELLIOTT (VICE-CAPTAIN)

There are special qualities which make each 

house unique and are essential to its success. 

This year, Rolt has shown perseverance, com­

mitment, sportsmanship and an overwhelm­

ing team spirit in all Inter-house events. The

the girls were driven by the desire to win (and 

by the occasional Fizzer), winning has never 

been at all costs: especially not at the cost of 

friendship or sportsmanship. Even in the heat 

of the battle, all the above-mentioned qualities 

still shone through.

We would like to thank Mrs Bonellie for 

organising the Inter-house sporting events and 

for helping us to become good captains. We

Leading Rolt was a worthwhile challenge 
and an unforgettable experience. 

Thank you, Rolt, for never giving up

enthusiasm shown by the girls during events 

such as the Inter-house hockey, netball, 

tennis, gala and cross-country was incredible. 

Special mention must be made of the team 

of Rolt girls who broke the swimming lad­

der relay record at the Inter-house gala. We 

were all very proud of them. While many of

would also like to thank the Rolt Grade 7s for 

guiding us along the way and to Mrs Baikoff 

for being so supportive. Most importantly, 

we would like to thank the entire Rolt house 

for being amazingly caring and talented. 

You have really proved to us that there is no 

T  in TEAM. *

JAGGER
ELIZABETH MORLEY (CAPTAIN) 

NICOLE LANCEFIELD (VICE-CAPTAIN)

These shrill shrieks of excitement filled the 

air as Jagger girls of all ages competed in the 

Inter-house gala which was won by our green 

house for the first time in 12 years!

While rehearsing under the plane trees, 

this victory seemed so distant, but the co­

operation of all our House members made us 

feel closer to winning the shield. This was just 

the beginning of a fun and rewarding year as 

Jagger House captains.

The Inter-house netball and hockey were 

both entertaining and competitive. Although 

we did not win either of these events, we exp­

erienced co-operation and participation from 

everyone in Jagger House. We did, however, 

win the metaphorical Spirit Cup at the Inter­

house netball.

Cross-country is a challenge for many of 

our girls. It requires great stamina and perse­

verance which, when running up a hundred- 

metre hill, are both hard to find. Everyone 

did particularly well and finished the race and 

earned points for the house. Special mention

must be made of Zara Booth in Grade 4 and 

Anna Midgley in Grade 5 for winning their 

grade races.

Well done, Jagger! It has been a fun and

\GGER, LET'S GO! LET'S GO JAGGER, LET'S GO!
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MERRIMAN
LUCINDA MACDONALD (CAPTAIN) 

NINA SIMPSON (VICE-CAPTAIN)

Merriman 2010 and a group of pnrtn.g;a»t;^ 

high spirited and cheerful girls -  what an 

experience!

This year we have learnt how to lead, co­

operate, plan and enthuse a team. Thank 

you to Mrs Strauss our Housemistress for 

her help. We’ve been on an exciting journey 

with the Merriman girls. The year began with 

the Inter-house gala. Our organisation was a 

little rocky! We felt rushed; but with the help 

of our fellow Grade 7s the House learnt to 

work as a unit. We chose the theme and 

a group of Merriman cheerleaders, who 

learned the songs in a very short space of 

time. On the big gala day we were all enthu­

siastic and cheered our hearts out! There was 

stiff competition from Rolt and Jagger but in 

the end it was all worth it as we walked away 

with the Spirit Trophy.

In the second term we were faced with the 

challenge of Inter-house netball and hockey.

Merriman excelled in both events and was 

again awarded the Spirit Trophy for hockey 

and first place in netball. We were proud of 

the girls for their good sportsmanship.

In the third term we enjoyed our Inter­

house cross-country. We were so proud to 

see the Merriman girls running and cheering

each other on. We were even more ecstatic 

when we won the Cross-country Trophy. 

Well done Merriman!

It has been an honour to see the team spirit 

that the girls have shown throughout the year. 

We wish Mrs Strauss and the Merriman girls 

good luck for next year. *

Em!1
r J r  |
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Cross-country

The 2010 cross-country season has been very 

enjoyable. The commitment to regular train­

ing has resulted in improved performance lev­

els. It has been wonderful to see how the run­

ners have supported one another by offering 

encouragement all the way. We must thank 

Mrs Walters, Mrs Schabort and Mrs Grobler 

for giving up their time to lead us on our train­

ing runs during lunch breaks.

Well done to Sarah Henderson, Anna 

Midgley and Sabine Mcgregor who represent­

ed the Wynberg Zone at the Western Province 

Championships. Anna Midgley must be con­

gratulated on earning her Western Province 

Colours. Herschel’s spirit was very evident 

at the Inter-schools cross-country race when 

Herschel came a close second to Springfield. 

We did, however, win the U ll and U12 age 

group trophies.

Thanks to Mrs Strauss and Ms Dicey for 

coaching us and for helping to improve our 

running and also to Mrs Bonellie for her en­

couragement during the cross-country season. 

To the runners of 2011: believe in yourself 

and never give up! i t

GABRIELLA WESSON (CAPTAIN) 

COURTNAY PINHEIRO (VICE-CAPTAIN)

The annual Biscuit Challenge in May 2010 was lots of fun and a real 

challenge for the beginners. There have been exciting moments when 

the gymnasts finally mastered a skill after weeks of practising. The smile 

and spirit of victory brought happiness to many -  especially the coach.

We are proud of Gabrielle Lanfear, Demeye de Leeuw and And­

rea Laubscher who achieved their Western Province Colours. Jacque­

line Dow and Aaliyah Hendricks narrowly missed the WP team. At a 

fun competition in August, Theresa Viuff achieved a 9.4 score for her 

floor routine. Nine Herschel gymnasts have progressed to the competi­

tion programme which was amazing. Gymnasts had the opportunity 

to show parents and teachers their progress at the Christmas Show in 

October this year, which is the highlight of the gymnasts’ year.

Thank you to Mrs Trish Maslin and Mrs Anja Wilkinson for their 

invaluable contribution to this sport, i t

B HOPKINS (COACH)

Equestrian REPORT
Horse riding is a popular sport at Herschel and we are privileged to have so many riders 

at our school. The 2010 Inter-schools Competition was very successful and the Herschel 

team was placed second in the Turn Out. Overall, Team A came first and Team B camp 

thftd- This is an outstanding achievement. Sincere thanks must be extended to Mrs Gees 
for her enthusiasm in organising the Inter-schools team.

We would like to congratulate Katherine Gees, Stephanie Gees and Jessica Cheminais 

on receiving their Western Province Colours. These three riders competed in the South 

African Pony Rider Champs in Johannesburg. Stephanie Gees was adjudged the South 

African Reserve Eventing Champion: a prestigious title.

The Herschel riders competed in a number of shows and were very successful. The riders 

are to be congratulated on their achievements and we wish the team of 2011 a successful 

year, i t

KATHERINE GEES (CAPTAIN)

CHRISTINA FENNER-SOLOMON (VICE CAPTAIN)

Inter-schools equestrian team
FRONT ROW: K Chaplin, C Fenner-Solomon (vice-captain), K Gees (captain), J Cheminais 

BACK ROW: H Erasmus, S Gees, A  Lorenz, A  Miszewski
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REPORT
Swimming is a popular sport at Herschel. 

We had sufficient swimmers to have an extensive 

A and B squad. Jessica Lillie (captain) and 

Victoria Searle (vice-captain) of the B squad 

were impressed by the dedication of the B Squad 

swimmers from Grades 2 to 7. The social swim­

ming group, led by Alexandra Beaven (captain) 

and Philippa Rissik (vice-captain), found their 

sessions full of fun and hard training and would 

like to thank Ms White and Ms Webster for their 

dedication and time.

All the hard training, in particular for the A 

squad, takes place during the first few weeks 

of the year. The girls have to be committed 

and dedicated. They are timed almost weekly 

so that they can monitor their progress. Early 

morning swimming was offered to all swim­

mers, which helped improve fitness levels and 

swimming strokes.

Our Inter-house gala was once again a lot 

of fun. The gala was won by Jagger and the 

Spirit Trophy was won by Merriman.

The PGSGU Inter-schools gala is the high­

light of the first term. Herschel was again 

placed second out of the eight participating 

schools. We are very proud of our U8s who 

won their age group trophy.

Well done to the Elizabeth Morley, Caitlin 

Walters and Georgina Elliott who attended 

the Western Province swimming trails. We 

congratulate Georgina on getting through to 

the final trials.

We would like to thank our parents for 

taking their time to support the Herschel 

team and Mrs Bonellie and Ms Stanford for 

coaching and encouraging us. To the Herschel 

ground staff, in particular Norman Solomons, 

for maintaining the pool so efficiently.

We wish the swimmers of 2011 a successful 

year and look forward to them bringing the 

Shield back to Herschel.

B B H

FRONT ROW: A Jones, H Comitis, J Hickey, L  du Preez, N Hablutzel, G Elliott (captain), K Halle, L  Nixon 

(vice-captain), N Alberts, M  Jones, C Diemont, J  Lander, J Dow M IDDLE ROW: L Miszewski, J Lanfear, 

G Edwards, N du Plessis, A  Pepler, A  Green, E Morley, Z  Booth, C Basnett, Ms T  Stanford (coach) BACK ROW: A Goff, 

C Walters, R Ritchie-Roux, C Mills, N Lancefield, N Haller, P Allen, C Golding, G Mitchell

Tennis REPORT

MEREDITH ROTHMAN (CAPTAIN) 

KYLA ENDENBURG (VICE-CAPTAIN)

Inter-schools Tennis Team
FRONT ROW: K Endenburg (vice-captain), M  Rothman (captain), Mrs M  Bonellie (H OD  sport) 

BACK ROW: L Nixon, C Walters ABSENT: Georgia Grobler

GEORGINA ELLIOTT (CAPTAIN) 

LAUREN NIXON (VICE-CAPTAIN)

The 2010 season started off very enthusiastically with players practising at 06:45 in 

the mornings and continuing in the afternoons -  despite the heat on some days. The 

competition has been strong and we were fortunate to have a number of younger players 

join this year. We achieved excellent results due to good sportsmanship, dedication and 

hard work.

Congratulations to Georgia Grobler, Caitlin Walters and Meredith Rothman in the open 

age group and Anna Midgley, Amber Scott, and Carla van der Burgh in the U11 age group 

on being selected for the Wynberg Zone tennis team. Georgia Grobler was selected for the 

Western Province A team and Caitlin Walters the B team. Well done girls.

Herschel hosted the PGSGU Inter-schools tennis tournament at Sans Souci Girls School. 

Well done to Meredith Rothman and Caitlin Walters (couple A) and Kyla Endenburg 

and Lauren Nixon (couple B) on being placed second in their sections. Alice Steytler and 

Alice Smith, both PR Grade 7s, assisted Mrs Bonellie in running the tournament. The 

Inter-house Tennis was enjoyed and was won by Rolt.

To our players, keep up the enthusiasm, interest and commitment. It is a wonderful sport 

-  challenging, competitive and sociable.

Lastly we would like to thank Dean Botha’s coaches -  especially Catherine. To Mrs Bonellie, 

sincere thanks for her ongoing enthusiasm and support.
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Hockey

The season began with a group of talented 

young girls, fully prepared for the hockey 

season ahead. What they didn’t realise, 

however, was the amount of courage, 

perseverance and determination they would 

need for a successful season. Thirteen girls 

went on tour to Knysna at the beginning of 

the season and gained much experience. 

Herschel was unstoppable and shone 

throughout the season: they played as a team 

and not as individual players.

The Open Inter-schools Tournament was 

a success and both the first and second Open 

full field sides were placed second in their 

sections. Our thanks go to Ms Cowie and Ms 

Stretton, our coaches for the season.

Special mention must be made of Caitlin 

Walters and Elizabeth Morley who were selected 

for the Western Province A side; Georgia 

Grobler and Nicola du Plessis who were selected 

for the Western Province Southern team and 

Clementine Golding, who was selected for the 

Western Province False Bay team.

The Open 8-a-side teams did well in their 

matches and would like to thank their coach, 

Ms Stanford.

The U11 age group are a strong and spirited 

group who are at the beginning of their hockey 

careers. We hope they continue to show 

progress next season. The U10 age group, a 

small group of girls, have only been playing 

hockey for a year. They have become more 

focussed and have enjoyed their season and 

wish to thank their coach, Mrs van Niekerk.

The Grade 3s started playing hockey this 

year and enjoyed matches against other 

schools. These were the highlights of their 

hockey season.

It has been incredible watching the players 

improve. We wish to thank the coaches for 

the time and effort they have contributed to 

making Herschel shine.

CAITLIN WALTERS (CAPTAIN) 

ELIZABETH MORLEY (VICE-CAPTAIN)

U11A hockey team
FLOOR: Nicola Alberts FRONT ROW: C Diemont, 

A Pithey, C van der Burgh, N Louw, M Jones, A  Scott, 

N Theron BACK ROW: A Hickey, S Henderson, 

A Pepler, A  Midgley, Ms T Stanford (assistant coach) 

ABSENT: Ms S White (coach)

U10 Inter-schools 
hockey team
FRONT: J Willcocks, J  Austin, J Bennie, A  Laubscher. 

BACK: S Ebrahim, A Goff, G Edwards, Z  Booth, Mrs A van 

Niekerk(coach)

Open Herschel Preparatory 

1st hockey team
FLOOR: A Steytler (goalkeeper)

FRONT ROW: K van der Merwe, A  Esack, E Morley 

(vice-captain), C Walters (Captain), C Golding, N du 

Plessis, Ms L Cowie (Coach), G Grobler 

BACK ROW: S Malherbe, L Macdonald, K Endenburg,

G Elliott, M Flood .  •  •  •

2010 THE HERSCHELIAN 175



E P A R A T O R Y  2 0 1 0

FRONT R O W : Mrs A Lewis (coach), L Barnard (vice-captain), D Comitis (captain), 

E Morley, G Grobler BACK ROW: A Smith, J Clamp, N Lancefield, L Nixon

FRONT ROW: N du Plessis, H Oelz, R Ndhluni, Mrs J Roots (coach), P Allen, E Hampton, 

A Evans BACK ROW: R Ritchie-Roux, A Haggiyannes, A Parks, J Gleeson, N Haller

Netball REPORT
As Grade 7 netball captains, we found this year to be the most successful 

netball season we have had. It was the UlOs first year of competitive 

matches and an Inter-school Tournament. Congratulations to them for 

their encouraging progress. We are very proud of the U1 Is commitment 

under their coach, Mrs Roebert. They placed second in the Inter-school 

Tournament. A big step up from last year! Congratulations to the U12s 

for winning the Inter-schools Tournament. They played extremely well 

and were focussed and dedicated. The Open Age group competition 

at the Inter-school Tournament was strong, and Herschel was placed 

second. We would like to thank all the netball coaches for preparing the 

players for the tournaments.

A number of girls were selected for the Wynberg Zonal Trials. 

Well done to Rufaro Ndhluni for being selected for the Western Cape 

Province U12 team: your perseverance really paid dividends.

The Open A team went on a netball tour to Knysna where they 

gained much experience playing against other schools. They also had 

fun socialising.

This year, all age groups won most of their matches and set a high 

standard for Herschel. All the girls worked hard as individuals and 

contributed to excellent team work. We are very grateful to the families 

that came to watch the girls’ matches and to the parents who offered lifts. 

You are truly Herschel’s number one fans! We want to give a huge thank 

you to Mrs Bonellie for organising the netball events and for being the 

doctor, when needed.

Congratulations, girls, on your participation and commitment -  we 

are very proud of you all. As captains of 2010, we want to thank all the 

people who helped to make this season an unforgettable one.

DEMI COMITIS (CAPTAIN)

LARA BARNARD (VICE-CAPTAIN)

FRONT ROW: C van der Burgh, R Searle, A Hickey, C Spokes, A Midgley 

BACK ROW: Mrs M Roebert (coach), S Henderson, A Sidyiyo, N Mponda, N Alberts

I Squash REPORT
1 Although only six girls played squash competitively this year, they 

1 did so with enthusiasm. To be successful, squash players need to be 

’ fit, focussed, alert and determined.

• It has been rewarding to see everyone’s improvement. We cheered 

! each other on at matches and acknowledged each other’s victories.

• Well done to all the players who have improved so much during the 

’ season. Special congratulations to Nicola Haller who was selected 

1 for the U13 Western Province Squash Team -  although she is still

• an U 12 player.

• We would like to thank Jeff Dodds for coaching us and also to Mrs

• Bonellie: we appreciate their patience, commitment and support.

FRONT: L Graham, A Esack (captain), C Glynn-Oicks, Mrs M Bonellie 

(HOD sport) BACK: N Haller, J Gleeson, T Brooks

AQEELAH ESACK (CAPTAIN)

FRONT ROW: K Hofmeyr, K Meyer, Z Booth, J Austin, H Comitis 

BACK ROW: C Glynn-Dicks, F Harris, A Green, T Zwane, Mrs L Lillie (coach)
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SA WP AND ZONAL REPRESENTATIVES
FRONT ROW: M rs M  Bonellie (H O D  s p o rt), A  Laubscher (W P  gymnastics) M  Allardice (W P  tu m b lin g ), S M cgregor (W ynberg South U 13  cross-country), G  Grobler ( W P  U 1 3 A  tennis te a m , 

W P  Southern Zo n e  hockey te a m ),G  Lanfear ( W P  Level 2 gym nastics), D de Le e u w  (W P  2 gym nastics) , C Dicker ( SA Pre Novice figure skating) MIDDLE ROW: A  Scott ( U 1 1 W ynberg South 

tennis te a m ), A  M id g le y ( W P U 1 1  cross-country te a m , U 1 1 W ynberg South Tennis T e am ), E  M orley (W P  U 13  A  hockey te a m ), G Elliott (W P  U 13  sw im m ing te a m ), N du Plessis (W P  U 13  

Southern Zo n e  hockey te a m ), J Cheminais (W P  dressage &  sh o w in g ), C van der Burgh ( U 1 1 W ynberg South tennis te a m ), J Morris (W P  Level 1 gymnastics) BACK ROW: C Golding (W P  

U 13  False Bay hockey te a m ), S Gees (W P  eve n tin g ), M  R othm an (W ynbe rg South U 13  tennis te a m ), N  Haller (W P  U 13  squash te a m ), R R itchie-Roux (W P  d iving ), KG ees (W P  dressage), 

R Ndh lu n i (W estern Cape U 1 2  n etball), C W alters (W  P U 1 3 A  hockey te am ; W P  U 13  B tennis te am ).

ABSENT: C D ie m o n t -U n  W ynb erg South tennis te a m , S H enderson- W ynberg South U 1 1  cross-country te a m , C Kuhn -  W P  Pre Novice figure skating.

HOUSE CAPTAINS
FRONT ROW: Mrs R Strauss (M errim an Housem istress), L  M acdonald (M errim an House captain), Mrs A  Baikoff (Ro lt Housemistress), E M orley (Jagger House captain), 

Mrs S Centurier-Harris (Jagge r Housemistress) BACK ROW: N Simpson (M errim an House vice-captain), G Ellio tt (Ro lt House vice-captain), C Walters (Ro lt House captain), N Lancefield 

(Jagge r House vice-captain)
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PRE-PREPARATORY

REPORT
BY JENNI BROCK

t the beginning of this year, I welcomed 

the Pre-Prep staff back to school and 

introduced our theme for the year -  

Embracing Change. While I chose this 

theme to encourage everyone to see any 

changes ahead as positive challenges, 

little did I know just how appropriate this 

choice would prove to be for the year. As we set our goals for 

2010, we were encouraged by this quote from Pauline R Kezer:

“Continuity gives us roots, change gives us branches, letting us 

stretch, grow and reach new heights.”

The first area of change was our curriculum. At the beginning 

of the first term, I began teaching the Letterland Reading 

Programme to all the Pre-Prep classes. Teaching all the groups

{
The initial resistance to the installation o f 
the AstroTurf has been overwhelmed by the 
positive change this surface has brought to 

our outside play times
has given me the opportunity to interact with each Pre-Prep 

girl, encourage a love of reading and also observe progress and 

development in the strengthening of the girls’ language skills 

and phonemic awareness.

The introduction of a comprehensive gross-motor programme 

has been enhanced by our wonderful new playground which was 

installed during the long holiday in June. The initial resistance 

to the installation of the AstroTurf has been overwhelmed by 

the positive change this surface has brought to our outside play 

times. Apart from the extra space we have gained, the mud and

damp that previously made playing outdoors unpleasant is now 

a thing of the past and the girls run, roll and play with delight on 

the soft, green turf. The painted cycle track is providing exercise 

and teaching our girls the rules of the road as they whizz up and 

down on the bikes and scooters.

The most exciting change, however, is at this time still a work 

in progress. The need for another pre-nursery class motivated the 

building alterations that began at the start of the second term. 

Two new Grade R classrooms are being built upstairs and a new 

administrative section will be created where the current pre­

nursery class is situated. Like a caterpillar wrapped in a cocoon, 

the new building is hidden behind plastic and wood and we all 

wait with bated breath for the moment when, like a butterfly 

emerging, the completed classes will be revealed. Thanks must 

go to the girls for their resilience in coping 

with the changes to their environment, 

to the staff for their adaptability and 

endurance, and to the parents for their 

support and understanding.

Staff changes have also occurred this 

year. We were delighted to have Mrs Candy 

Schermbrucker return for the third term as she filled in for Mrs 

Blencowe who was on long leave. Sadly, we have to say goodbye 

to two of our valued teachers: Mrs Adele Swan, who is moving 

with her family to Natal, and Mrs Shirley Bossr, who will be 

retiring at the end of the year after 30 years of service to the 

school. They will be sorely missed and we appreciate their years 

of excellent and dedicated service.

Over the past year, the staff and the children at the Pre-Prep 

have grown and developed. Together, we have experienced 

exciting and interesting events and embraced change positively. *
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A dele Swan
It is with great sadness that we bid farewell to Adele Swan. She joined 

the Herschel Family ten years ago as the Grade R, Ladybird Class 

teacher. When the Pre-Preparatory Department expanded to include a 

second nursery class as well as a pre-nursery class, she offered to take on 

the challenge of the first three to four year-old class. She provided the 

new Little Lambs with warmth, security, love and a wonderful start to 

their school career. After she years, she once again returned to Grade R.

Over the years she has organised the Meister Teachers’ Group, 

assisted in devising the Grade R curriculum and report, continued to 

implement the Peace Education and Bounce Back programmes and has 

been part of the Spirituality Committee.

Adele lives up to her strong religious beliefs. Values such as faith, 

strength, serenity, confidence, integrity and empathy spring to mind 

when one thinks of her. She has proven to be an invaluable member of 

the team, a trustworthy confidant and a great friend.

Adele, we wish you, David and Michaela God’s blessings in 

abundance as you return to live with your extended family in Durban. 

We will miss you so much and wish you everything of the best for the 
future. *

WRITTEN BY CAROLINE BLENCOWE

To B ossie
To an incredible woman of honour and worth

Who has enriched all our fives by being on this Earth

To all who know Bossie we truly are blessed

To Herschel she’s given thirty years of the very best

Not a day has passed without her special smile

She’s made our hours at work so incredibly worthwhile

Her heart is all encompassing as she showers us with love

She is so very gentle and has the grace of a dove

At Herschel Bossie is known as a legend through and through

And you can find this mother figure midst paper, paint and glue

Her contribution at the Pre-Prep reaches to infinity and beyond

With children from pre-nursery to Matric she has formed a special bond

And let us not forget her very nimble hands

That have pulled out teeth so swiftly and tied up hair with elastic bands

But now her time has come for her special place in the sun

As the dawning of her retirement has almost just begun

With Bossie leaving a huge void is left behind

She has left an indelible mark as she is truly one of a kind

Bossie though we say goodbye our many memories of you we will treasure

As the legacy you leave behind is all glorious and beyond measure. ~k

WRITTEN BY CORRINE LEVITT
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Soccsr
In the run-up to the 2010 Soccer World Cup, the Pre-Prep 

was alive with soccer activity. A group of enthusiastic 

mums decorated the foyer with lots of soccer amcles to 

help us get into the p a .  The children got into the spin 

by doing soccer-themed activities both indoors and 

outdoors. The girls visited the boys at Wetpups (Western 

Province Preparatory) for a morning of soccer fan. 

were fortunate enough to be visited by a profession^ 

. ,____ , a » mrk some winning tips, v

Grace Q uinlan Jenna van der M erw e Kirsten Farrell
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The thpmr for this year’s Market Day was ‘Biomimicry’ and we used nature as inspiration. There were 

beautiful items for sale. The little girls rose to the occasion and, amid much excitement, all items were 

sold. A percentage of the funds raised will be donated to charity. A fun day was had by all!

On Friday, 6 August we 

celebrated Women’s Day. Each 

little Pre-Prep girl invited a 

special woman to school to join 

in some creative fun and enjoy 

cupcakes. Each class sang songs, 

and then the girls made hearts 

for their special woman who 

also made one for their special 

little girl. It was a lovely morning 

celebrating how special women 

and little girls are.
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CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION 
AND PEACE
EDUCATION IN THE 
PRE-PREPARATORY

Dealing with conflict is an ageless problem and it is our belief 
that the sooner we prepare our little girls, the sooner and better

they will be able to cope in these situations.

Our aim is to provide the children with tools 

in order to deal with conflict in a happy 

and safe environment. This part of the Pre- 

Preparatory curriculum remains constant 

and the staff work together to ensure that 

the girls acquire these skills. Understanding 

their own emotions helps 

them to relate to the 

feelings of others. They 

are taught about respect, 

acceptance of others and 

the importance of listening.

Building on that base, the girls in Grade R 

learn how to mediate conflict and each child has 

a turn to be a mediator for the day. She will assist

in resolving problems that occur between friends.

Through the Bounce Back programme, the 

girls are taught at an early age how to deal with 

anger, sadness and embarrassment. Something 

which our children will certainly encounter in 

their lifetime is a bully and we at Herschel help

Girls are taught at an early age how to deal 
with anger; sadness and embarrassment

the girls by teaching them five things to say or do 

when this happens. These skills are represented 

in the form of a hand with five labelled fingers; a 

daily reminder of the power they have. ~k
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butterflies

FRONT ROW: D Govender, S van Wyngaarden, N Vermaak, J Dore, B Wilson, 0 Dearnaley, K Webb, T  May, D Jahnig M IDDLE ROW: S van Veen, C M gwedli, J Hutcheson, 

R Mathebula, J Kirsten, R Turck, M  Swan, T Orgill, R Boyd, K Forrest, K Benade BACK ROW: Miss M  Martin, Mrs E Odendal, T  Bagg, J Searll, H MacRobert, E Parker 

ABSENT: 0  Johnstone

ladybirds

FR O N TR O W :R C Iark,SPearce,STrue,ACousins,JvanderM erw e,CLaubscher,ADow ling,H M ackay,KFarrell,JBagusM IDDLEROW :PM oodaley,AM oham ed,SAngeliniadis, 

I Robb-Quinlan, C Boyd, S Mayekiso, C Maharajh, S Bourne, M  Erasmus, S Macready BACK R O W : Miss K Kula, Mrs A  Swan, V  Barton, G Sainsbury, G Quinlan, A  Martin
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Visit to Silwood Kitchens Wearing happy smiles 

and decorated chef’s 

hats, the girls were 

ready for a morning 

of baking, tasting, 

smelling and eating 

at Silwood Kitchens. 

With a wooden spoon, 

bowl and ingredients, 

they turned up the heat 

until the goods were 

ready to eat. Deliciously 

decorated cakes and a 

yummy, cheesy pizza 

were successful products 

of a lovely morning in 

the kitchens. <
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BUTTERFLIES

We were seedlings when we came to the Pre-Prep 

Growing each year -  step by step!

Our patterns and colours are bright 

We make a breathtaking sight:

The years have passed all too soon 

But we are pleased to say we are 

Now in full bloom! V,-

Olivia Dearnaley

NinaVermaak
Michaela Swan

Rhabela Mathebula

Rebecca Boyd

Tallulah Bagg

Blaiqley Wilson

Hannah MacRobert

Kate Forrest

Jessica Dore

Tikana May

Camagu Mgwedi Sophia Van Veen
Juliette Searll

COLOURFUL FLOWERS

Olivia Johnstone

Rachel Turck

Danieila Jahnig

Jessica Kirsten
Jenna HutchesonElla Parker Diyara Govender Katherine Webb
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Anna Cousins

Grace Quinlan

Jem ma Sainsbury

Hannah Mackay

Jenna van der Merwe

Rozanna Clark

Sarah True

PRE-PREPARATORY 2010

LADYBIRDS ON THE

Caitlin Maharajh WORLD CUP

Catherine Laubscher

Sofia Ange liniad is - 1 liked th e  

d o s in g  cerem ony best and 

especially th e  firew orks.

J a a n B a g u s - l w a s o n  th e  big 

screen w h e n  I w e n t to  w atch a 

g a m e  and  I liked Z a k u m i.

A m b e r D o w lin g  - 1 liked all o f  it.

M ichaela Erasm us - 1 liked it w h e n  

all th e  players cam e to  our country.

Kirsten Farrell - 1 liked it w h e n  

S o uth Africa scored th e  first goal.

Priya M o o d ale y - 1 liked it a t h a lf 

tim e  because th e y  played th e  W aka 

W aka song.

Sarah Pearce - 1 liked it because 

m y fa m ily w e n t to  w atch a gam e 

and w e  sat in a lounge.

Amber Dowling

Chloe Boyd

Victoria B arto n - 1 liked th a t w e 

could go and w atch  th e  gam es.

So phie Bourne - 1 liked it w h e n  

th e y  b le w  th e  vu vuze las and 

especially w h e n  I b o u g h t m y o w n  

v u v u ze la .

Chloe Boyd - 1 liked th e  W aka 

W aka song.

R ozan n a Clark - 1 like it because I  

I could listen to  th e  W aka W aka 

song.

H annah M ackay - 1 liked eve ry­

th in g . I liked to  listen to  the 

W aka W a k a , W ave th e  Flag and 

th e  firew orks.

Skye M acready - 1 liked th e  end 

w h e n  Shakira cam e and  sang th e  

W aka W aka song.

Caitlin M aharajh -  It w as lots o f  

fu n  to  w atch all th e  team s playing.

Alexia M a rtin  - 1 liked w atch ing 

a g a m e  w ith  m y brother, dad and 

m o m .

Grace Q u in la n ^ .l  liked it because 

w e  have never had th e  W orld Cup 

in S o uth Africa before.

Isabella R o b b -Q u in la n  - 1 liked it 

because it w as fu n .

Je m m a  Sainsbury - 1 liked all the 

lovely songs th a t th e y  sang, m y 

favourite w as W aka W aka.

Elizab eth  Tow nsend - 1 liked the 

opening cerem ony and especially 

th e  hipp o and th e  d ung be etle.

Isabella Robb-Quinlan

Priya Moodaley 
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Shalom  M ayekiso -  It w as good 

because S o uth Africa scored five 

goals.

Ayesha M o h am e d  - 1 liked it w h e n  

Spain g o t five goals.

Elizabeth Townsend

Mohamed

A n n a  Cousins - 1 liked it w h e n  I 

w e n t w ith  m y  dad and b ro th e r to  

w atch  a g a m e .

Catherine Laubscher - 1 like it 

th a t Spain d oesn't g e t to  keep th e  

tro p h y  forever.

Sarah True - 1 Jiked it because I 

w e n t on th e  fa n w a lk  w ith  A n n a .

Jenna van der M e rw e  - 1 liked the 

opening cerem ony th e  best. *
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The Grade R Butterfly and Ladybird 

girls visited Seaforth Beach in 

February this year. The children 

frolicked and had fun splashing in 

the surf. It was a beautiful Cape 

summer’s day and the children were 

able to explore small rock pools and 

collect shells. Building sand castles 

and digging in the sand was the 

order of the day. Each class enjoyed 

a picnic snack with special treats 

to share with their friends. Girls 

and teachers spoke about litter and 

pollution and the way in which it 

affects our environment. Altogether 

it was a wonderfully happy and 

enjoyable outing.
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bouncing bunnies

FRONTROW: SSearll, M Sonnenberg, G Neethlïng, R Ebrahim, E Faure, N Dahya, N Starke, E Dix, H Govan MIDDLE ROW: G Gilfillan, K Buissinne, D Vamey, J Wellington, S Gonsenhauser, 

N Barkai, K Lawrenson, I Weldon BACK ROW: T Dicey, A Bossr, D Kaye, J Paine, G Dillon, J  Jensen ABSENT: L  Edelstein

busy bees

FRONT ROW: N Macey, S Gruber, C Coutts-Trotter, Y  Rawoot, E Parker-Forsyth, E Sales, Z  Roshan, E Floquet, A  de Villiers MIDDLE ROW: M Dominique de Graaf, H M Lee, 

S Danpoula-Baba, E Lewis, J Greager, S Bossr, E Clarke, L MacFarlaine, J Houwing BACK ROW: C Blencowe, P Duckitt, M Harrison, S Jensen, S O'Shea ABSENT: R Bresler

2010 THE HERSCHELIAN 189



*

PR E-PREPARATO RY 2010

jouncing bunn/
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Mia-Dominique de GraafPR E-PREPARATO RY 2010

Sienna O'shea

vi (f iMHM eg an Harrison

\lif -
v

Lucy M acfarlaine 4

rmmo

Jessica Greager

MAKING PANCAKES AT 
THE SENIOR SCHOOL
Mrs de Villiers and the Grade 12 Consumer Studies class invited the Busy Bees to help 

them prepare and cook pancakes. Together they stirred and flipped and sampled their 

products. Each little girl and her Senior School buddy had a finger-licking good time.
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W H AT I L IK E  A B O U T  BEIN G  A B U S Y  B E E ...

Jem im a Houw ing - 1 like bees because 

they make honey for me.

%
Alida deVilliers

Emma Clarke - 1 like being a bee Nicole Macey - 1 like being a bee

because bees can fly. because I choose to be a Busy Bee.

Nicole Macey

PRE-PREPARATORY 2 0 1 0

Ha Min Lee - 1 like being a bee because 

I learn nice things.

Alida de Villiers - 1 like being a bee 

because I like to play w ith m y friends 

in m y class.

Em m a Lewis - 1 like being a bee 

because I love to build w ith the planx.

Chloe Coutts-Trotter - 1 like being a bee 

because I like the girls in m y class.

Ella Parker-Forsyth - 1 like being a bee 

because I like to do paintings.

Megan Harrison - 1 like being a bee 

because I enjoys making things.

Sarah Jensen - 1 like being a bee 

because w e do lovely art.

Emily Floquet - 1 like being a bee 

because I like they make honey.

Mia-Dom inique de G r a a f - 1  like being 

a bee because it makes me feel happy.

Jessica Greager - 1 like being a bee 

because I got stung by one.

Sonia Danpoulo-Baba - 1 like being a 

bee because I love m y teacher.

Sienna O'Shea - I  love being a busy bee 

because I love Mrs Bossr.

Rosalie B re s le r-1 like being a bee 

because I love learning new  stuff and I 

love m y teachers.

Lucy Macfarlaine - 1 like being a bee 

because I love to do art.

Sophia Gruber - 1 like being a bee Rosalie Bresler

because I like to play in the classroom.

Peta Duckitt - 1 like being a bee because 

bees drink pollen and make honey.

Yumnaa Rawoot - 1 like being a bee 

because I love getting hugs from my 

teacher.

Zahraa Roshan - 1 like being a bee 

because w e love to do art.

Ella Sales - 1 like being a bee because I 

like to do draw.
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little lambs

F R O N T R O W :C B a rto n ,JH a th e rill,IT a y lo r,L G ro s s ,M S a in s b u ry ,B S te w a rt MIDDLE R O W : J R atd iffe , P S a k o ta ,G  Kohler, E A s p in a llJ  R u tg e rs ,C M a d e o d -S m ith , 

R Boyd, H Saith, S Baker, T  Dreyer, A  Searson, R Parker BACK R O W : LT h o m a s , A  M ale fane, K Form by, H Tho m as, T  K a tz; E  Verm aak ABSENT : L  van der M erw e
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Catherine Barton

An na Searson

Grace Kohler

Hanaan Saith

Elen V erm aak

Bianca Stew art

Razeenah Parker

Paola Sakota

lia Sainsbui

Helen Thom as

Elysia Aspinall

Roxanne Boyd

Isabelle Taylor

LITTLE LAMB POEM

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 once I caught a lamb aliveA

Because it tickled my tummy so.
Stephanie Baker

Jasm ine Hatherill
Which tummy did it tickle?

This little tummy right in the middle!

Leah van der M erw e
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